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This issue is dedicated to John W. Campbell, Jr. ,  who is 
t he ma i n  s ub ject i n  two art ic les . I f  Orlin Tremaine c hanged 
sc ience f ic t i o n  "from a didac t ic exerc i s e  i nt o  a form of art ," 
t he n  Campbe l l  change d it froffi romance t o  nove l ,  i. e . , i nto a n  
art form wit h s o c i a l  content .  I d o  not prefer t he t ype of story 
emphasised by Nr. Campb e l l 's present magazine,  but t hi s  i n  no 
way reduces indebtedne s :T to him for any sc ience f i c tion reade r.  

"NOW HEA R  THISt� 

Eveuyone i s  urged· t o  regi st er at once f or t he 1967 s c i ene­
fict i on convent i on t o  be he l d  i n  New York c i t y, September 1-4. 
A S3 regist rat i on fee paid now e nt it le s  you t o  the usua l con­
vent i on pri vi l eges ( e . g . , reduced room rat e s )  p l us progre·ss 
report s and a progra m b ook mai led in advanc e .  Send cash or i n­
quiries t o  Nyc on 3 ,  Box 367 , Gracie Sq uare Sta . ,  New York 10028, 

"RADIOHERO,. 

Old Time· Rad i o  fans can a nt ic ipat e Jim Harmon's b ook , 
The G�eat Rad i o  Heroe s1 scheduled f or pub l icat i on b y  Doubl eday 
in September (pric e· shl l  undetermi ned). Besides l e ngthy d i s ­
cussio ns of s . f .  and fantasy programs l ike " Inne r Sa nc t um , "  
"Hermit 's Cave, " " Buck Rogers , "  and "Capta i n  Midnight " t here 
wi l l  be ful l chapters on " I  Love a �1ystery , " "Jack Armst rong , "  
and " Tom Mix,'' a l l  of whi c h  ( i nc l ud i ng t he last )  were part fan­
t ii'Sy. Also dJ.scussed a re non-fant a sy programs l ike " Ga ngbust ers·" 
a nd "One Man's Fami ly . " 

"WE REGRET TO I NFORM YOU • • •  " 

Start i ng next issue ( number ni ne) RQ's price w i l l  be 50¢ 
per c opy and )11. 50 pep subscript i on � four i s s ues). Unt i l  t he y  
expire, old subscript i ons w i l l  b e  honoured a t  t he o l d  rat es ,  
as wi l l  renewa l s  whi ch prec ede i s s ue Ni ne .  

PHILATEL IC PRIZES 

Verse i n  future i ssues w i ll be ent i re l y  t he choice of Poetry 
8d i t or, Jim Sal l i s ;  t his t ime exac t l y  half t he select i ons were 
his--and any rearler who can ident i f y  which ha l f  1vi l l  win a 
miniat ure col oured engravi ng of Que en""""ETTZabe t h  II. 

THE RQ RECOMMENDS • • •  

. 
Those who reca l l  the Bri t i sh Fantasy Review of t he . late 1401 s 

wJ.l l  be happy t o  learn of t wo·new c omparable magazines , John 
Bangsun�'s Austra�ian S,F« Revi ew ( 19 Gladst one Ave . ,  Nort hc ot e  
N,16, Melbourne; S3,60 or 1/7/6 for 12 issues )  a nd the Qu&rber 
Herkur of Franz·Rot t e nst einer (276 1 Ortmann, Quarb 38 , A ust r.ia), '(niit""QM readers must review t he i r  c ol l ege German ,  since Fran:or's 
magazine has no Eng l ish l a·nguage edit i on . )  Only edit ors can re ­
ceive Q�l direct ly, sinc e.  Franz acc epts only " e xc ha nges " ;  but 
meney can be sent t o  Dieter Braeg ( Inval idenstr. 5, c /o Bayer, 
Lloyd.POSt .  151, Vienna�3), whose Mutant ( c o- ed i t ed by C onrad 
Shad'; 11.50/4 i s&Ues) i nc l udes the· verbat i m  c ont ent s o f  QM, 
ASPH and QM d o  not yet display t h e  wit and acridity of the old 
JPR;· but they are the best s ub s ti t ut 8'8  now a va i lab le. 

( c ont i nued on page 314) 
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Superman_ anLL 
the�st-e� 

Part- I 

W.H.G. ARMYTA�E 
#1 -- THE NIETZSCHEAN GOSPEL 

"I c lass with George Griffith as a purveyor of wor ld 
' psAudo sc ient ific e:xtravpganza ' " complained H ,  G .  Wells  
to rnold Bennet in 1902, "There ' s  a qua lity in the worst 
of my so cal l ed ' p&eudo-sc ient ific ' ( imbec i le adject ive) 
stuff that the American does not master which d i fferent iates 
it from Jules Verne , e , g ,  just as Swift is differentiated 
from fantasia -- isn't there? There is something other than 
either story wr iting or art istry mer it which has emerged 
through the series of my books , something one might regard 
as a new system of ideas , "  

This " new syst em of ideas" ll'e l is cons idered was to be 
found " in Antic ipat ions especially chapter 15 and it ' s  in my 
Royal Institution Lectur e ,  and it's also in The Fl.rst �len in 
the Moon and The Invisible ��n and Chaffery ' s  chapter in 
Love and �lr , 

The " new system" was operat iona l or , as !.'e l ls called it , 
kinetic utopianism and it owed as much to Nietzsche as to 
Darwi n ,  The proc ess of evolut ion , argued Nietzsche , would , 
i f  left to itself ,  only lead to the "last man , "  a comp lacent , 
conformist , uncreat ive hedonist .  From such a fat e mankind 
could be rescued by overmen ,  Overmen overcame themselves 
and , therefore , led others . Only frustrat ion of this will  
to become perfect ( i . e . , an overman)  led  to the base desire 
to seek power over others , 
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Nietzsche challenged Christ ianity not in  But lerian terms , 
but as ministering to  weakness . It was "the revolt of fail­
ures " ;  the ant ithes is  to the Ubermensch , or drive t o  achieve 
a h igher and more powerful state of bei ng .  To perfect him­
self , recreate himself , become an " overman , "  man had to ac­
quire God-like qualit ies . This will to power (like the 
elan vital of Bergson or lhe libido of Jung), had to  es tab­
liSh valves around Reason and� 

Nietzsche saw contemporary man on the broken icefloes 
of the middle ages and forecast that the twent ieth century 
would be the class ic age of war ,  end i ng with the emeq;ence 
of overma n ,  served by a slave class . To avoid  the inertia 
of  China and the cas�nexus (a  Carlylean overtone ) of America , 
Europe would unite . 

" Remain  faithful to  the earth ,  and do not believe those 
1vho speak to you o-f other-worldly hopes , "  he cried in the 
prologue to- Thus St!ake Zarathustra ( 1883-4 {; A mess iah , not 
so much of a religion as an ant i -religion , he gave to  the 
world what he thought was a f ifth gospel in the rong unfini sh­
ed series of allegor ical  images . It hegins with Zarathustra 
--the Ira nian name of a Persian prophet 1vhom the Greeks kne1v 
as Zoroaster--going up into a mountain and staying for ten 
years . Emerging to  the market place he f inds a tightrope­
walker (ma nkind) walking on a rope , from whi ch he is knocked 
off by a fool (a nineteenth century intellectual ) and k illed . 
The fool then advises Zarathustra to  leave town . This he 
does , dragging with h im the corps e ,  which he stows in a tree . 

Zarathustra now dec ides to  appeal only to the few selec t .  
In the third part of the allegory , he surveys the c ity ( sym­
bolis i ng society) and presages it must be destroyed by f ire . 
Then , he assembles men possess ing elements of supermen in  his  
cave to tell them "we  do not in the least wish  for the King­
dom of Heaven . We have bec ome4men .  Therefore it is the 
Kingdom of' Earth 1ve wish for . "  

Nietzsche ' s  views became a bible t o  those depressed by 
scient ific  advance , by the elevat ion of mediocrity,  and by 
the democratic doctr ine of progres s .  They were summed up i n  
another work four years later , ent itled Gotzen-Dammerung 
(The Twilight of the Idols) , with its  character istic su -
t itle Wie man mit dem Hammer Philosophirt ( l low One Philoso­
phises with a Hammer) . 

English ear s ,  att uned to Thomas Carlyle ' s  convict i on 
that "All hist ory is5an impr isoned Epic, nay , an imprisoned 
Psalm or Prophecy ," and to his apostrophe , "Millennium of 
Anarchies ; --abr idge it , spend your heart's blood upon abri dg­
ing it , ye Heroic Wise that are to come" ( ib id . , xxi),  
rece ived Niet zsche's prophet ic message loud and clear . So  
did  German ones. 



V.H.G. ARMYT.AGE" 
#2 -- SOME GERMAN APOSTLES 

That religion could no longer 
mot ivate soc ial improvement was the 
constant refrain of Kurd Lasswitz , 
pupil and bio-grapher of the phys i­
cist -psychologist Georg Fechner . 
Kurd Lasswitz saw that it had been 
replaced by the power of man over 
nature , "the convict ion of the pos­
s ibility of theoretically under­
standing and technica lly controlling 
nature . Modern man atta ined maturi­
ty with the growth of the natural 
sc iences . "  He also regarded an ideal 
future State as a chiliast ic vest ige , 
and revolut ion as an inadequate sub­
stitute for the exercise of reason 

and hard work . Only technological progress could " idealise" 
society by lightening the burden of ma inta ining life and dif­
fus ing ethics and a�sthetics to ever-widening circles . From 
Bilder aus der Zukunft (1878) to Sternendau: Die Planze vom 
Neptusmond (1909), Lasswit z published a number of optimistic 
fantas ies of the future . One of the stories in Bilder aus 
der Zukunft is set in the year 2371 and visualises the c ity 
standing on pillars with farms beneath and gardens above ; 
a poet (Magnet ) and a scient ist ( Oxygen ) quarrel over a girl 
player of the " perfume piano , "  1vhich exudes odours to  corres­
pond with its mus ic . Against Oxygen ' s  view that ult imately 
all the arts will be abolished , Magnet believes that the 
elemental forces of the will will prevail.  Their quarrel 
leads to the death of the pianist and the escape of the 
scientist to the planets .  

Another story in the same book i s  set in the year 3877 
when moods and feelings can be t ransmitted by a psycho-kinet ic 
mot or . Another scientist also in love with a musician finds 
that a m�themat ical formula prevents the ir union . The vil­
lai n ,  Atom , looks t o  a t ime when various attributes will be 
d ischarged by various types of human beings . 

Auf zwei Planeten (1897) visualises the Mart ians visiting 
the earth in space-ships , bringing news of their world , where 
solar energy , moving roads , natural parks and art ific ial foods 
the cinema and radio are common and everyone has to  read five 
newspapers of oppos i ng views . To the l'lart ians the earth ap­
pears to be " several hundred thousand years back "  in history ,  
s t i ll drawing it s energy from the plant kingdom , and consider 
it their "solemn duty to  bring to humans the bless ings of our­
cult ur e "--an ant icipatory echo of German aspirat ions to come. 
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The real hero is Grege, a Nietzschean superman in conflict 
with Teuta, Grege, as being concerned in, rather than ob­
serving, society, is here an innovation, Though "free-enter­
prise" Nordica is preferred to "socialist" Teuta, Grege turns 
to the girl Hela, a seer and dancer ( a mixture of dark and 
light), as representing the true way, and rejects Nordica 
because man has reached happiness there "too early," Th� 
author is interested in the superman potential of man, seeing 
Nietzsch� as the answer to the threat of automation. 

�xtrapolations were the subject of Carl Grunert's Im 1 ' 
Irdischen Jens�ts (1908) and Martin Atlas's De Befreiung 
(1910). The latter tells of a simple power state, Peron, in 
the middle of the ocean, whose inhabitants enjoy unlimited 
inanimate power, which enables them to enjoy radio (Fial), 
cinemas (Pial), telekenesis (Kial), and unlimited power� of 
reproducing anything (Rial). Peron becomes a world powe� 
under a President with the motto Scientia redemptor mundi. 
This redemptioru is accompanied· by complete democracy -;-tllanks 
to each being able to appreciate, through Kial, each other's 
opinions on every question. Eugenics and birth control, 
together with availability of new inventions, wipe out s-exual 
and social inequalities. Even racial differences are 
removed by blanching Negroes and Asiatics-. 

"Der Weltseele wollen wir naher sein," exclaimed Paul 
Scheerbart as he opposed that cosmic feeling which foresees 
the future in Na Prost! (1898), Die Wilde Ja�d (1901), 
Kometentanz (1903), and Perpetuum �IobUe (1 10). For him, 
Nietzsche was- "the God of Journalists-" whose futuristic 
forays were objectionable. More perc�tive evaluations of 
these mechanistic tomorrows came from the seientists. Bern­
hard· Kellerman, product of the Munich technische Hochsehule, 
wrote an anti-mechanistic fantasy, Der Tunnel (1913)y showing 
its collapse at the virtual moment of ach1evement and the· 
killing of thousands. Kellerman shows man changed by th� 
machine without losing the reader's sympathy. His experiencing 
subject, NacAllan, is a new type of man who sacrifices all 
that the bourgeois world holds dear for his technical project, 
and suffers the loss of his sensitive, art-loving wife, and 
the madness- of his friend, also a famous architect. He makes 
a "realpolitikal" marriage with a financier's daughter. The 
author, by showing that the technical achievement will b� 
superseded, indicated he had no love of technological achieve­
ment for its own sake. 

The great electrical manufacturer and statesman Wa·lter 
Rathenau in Von Kommended Dingen (1917) explored more clearly 
misgivings articulated by Oswald Spengler in Der Mensch und 
die Technik (1931). Other dark intimations, like Georg 
Kaiser's Gas I (1918), and Gas II (1920), and the more futuris­
tic Theo VOritlarton's Metroporrs-(192'6) lead up to Alfred 
Doblin's Giganten (1932}, the only German example of "kinetic 
Utopia." This presents a panorama of the biological evolution 
of man at the centre, rather than a picture of self-contained 
society. It covers three centuries of a third millennia] 
world, whose technology has become arcane, owing to the 
strength of the opponents of machine-culture. Political and 
psychological unrest lead to a war with the primitive Eastern­
ers and indecisive world war. 
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This his torical sect ion of the novel deals with control of 
man by man ,  the relat ionship of technological man to nature , 
and conc ludes that man cannot escape Nature because of his 
own na ture . Technology won ' t  help of itself: adventure is 
the driving force of history . 

The second part deals with the suhsequent de-icing of 
Greenland , through volcanic energy transported from Ice land . 
As a result it becomes menac ingly over-luxuriant in flora 
and fauna . Volunt eers expose themselves to volcanic rays , 
�ecome giants , but keep the menace at bay . The sc ient ists 
do the same to themselves , becoming giant s--individuals 
above soc iety--and get less and less human . The conquerors 
of Greenland return , form a new society with the opponents 7 of mach i ne-culture , and insist on the importance of the law . 

#3 -- H .G. WELLS : PROPHET OF EVOLUTION 

/ 
,/ But the most ass iduous ar­

chitect of "kinet ic utopias " 
was H . G .  Wel lS' for whom the pro 
ject ion of evolut ion was a con­
stant occupation .  His The Time 
Machine ( 1895 )--a virtual re­
writ ing of The Chronic Argonaut, 
--offered a Darwinian-Marxist 
picture of the year 802701 : 
Marxist i n  that the pleasant 
relaxed soc i ety of the Eloi was 
communist ici Darwinian in that 
the species had been cons ider­
ably modified by the environ­
ment . Another Marxist touch , 
too ,  appears in  the Morlocks , 
a dark , hard-working ,  machine­

-making underground race , so l ike Victorian north England 
mining c lasses , on whom the playful Eloi apparently depend . 
"Apparently" is important , for Wells  as i f  to show Marx wrong 
reveals  that the Eloi are merely cattle  on which the Morlocks 
feed . But Darwin  has the last word when both Eloi and Morlock 
disappear before a race of giant crabs . These crabs,  in  turn , 
disappear after the year 3 ,000 ,000 A .D . , leaving the planet to 
l ivid green live�ort s , l ichens and ice , and , ultimately t� 
total darkness . 

From now on Wells  exploited every l i terary device· of the 
Utopians , the e�travagantic  and the fantastic . He took the 
c lassic  Utopian situat ion,  shipwreck on an island , to examine 
bes t iality  of man in Island of Dr.  Moreau ( 1896 ) .  Here , on a 
seven square mile pac1.fic  island , Dr.  f.loreau , a former London 
vivisec tor , has made some s ixty or so Beast Men or Women.  
These caricatures of humanity have one friend in  Moreau ' s  
drunken ass istant , Montgomery . But Montgomery can ' t  prevent 
Moreau being ravaged and k i lled by a puma he i s  trying t o  
transform , nor can h e  prevent being murdered himselfw 
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For the Beast Men revert as soon as they taste blood. The 
narrator, a young naturalist cal led Edward Prendick, who 1vas 
shipwrecked on the island, finds himself fighting for life 
against them and using both whip and gun before he eventually 
escapes. 

" I  could not persuade myself," he concludes after return­
ing to civilisation, "that the men and women I met were not 
also another, partially human, Beast People, animals half 
wrought into the outward image of human souls, and that they 
would presently begin to revert, to show first this bestial 
mark and then that." Even the preacher in the chapel seemed 
to "gabber Big Thinks even as the Ape Man had done." 

He was the Gulliver of Space. His aptly-timed and aptly­
titled The First Men in the Moon ( 1901) virtually inaugurated 
interplanetary science-fiction, since Dr. Cavor, thanks to his 
discovery of a new propellant, reaches the moon and find� the 
Selenite rae� of specialists. Each is a perfect unit in a 
world machine: aristocracy with big heads: administrators 
(responsible for a· certain cubic c-ontent of the moon's bulk), 
experts (who were trained to perform certain operations), and 
the erudite (the repositories of all knowledge). Since the 
heads of the last had to serve as libraries and records, "much 
as the honey ants of Texas store honey in their distended ab­
domens," thes� erudite ones "were led about by little watchers 
and attendants;· some of them being altogether too great for 
locomotion" and were "carried about from place to place in a 
sort of sedan tub, wabbling jellies of knowledge."(chapter 24) 

Cavor describes the making of these specialists: 

I came upon a number of young Selenites confined in 
jars· from which only the fore-limbs protruded, who were 
being compressed to become machine-minders of a special 
sort. The extended "hand" in this highly developed 
system of technical education is stimulated by irritants 
and nourished by injection, while the rest of the body 
is starved. 

And he reflects: 

That wretched looking hand-tentacle sticking out of 
its jar seemed to have a sort of limp appeal for lost 
possibilities; it haunts me still, although, of course, 
it is really in the e·nd a far more humane proceeding 
than our earthly method of leaving children to grow 
into human beings and them making machines of them. 

The Grand Lunar disliked what Cavor told him of earth men; 
their aggressiveness and proclivities for war. So when Cavor 
admitted that upon himself alone hung the possibility of fur­
ther men reaching the moon, that was enough. Cavor disappeared 
forever,. 

Remembering how Cavor met his end on the moon, a later fic­
tional space traveller, Dr. Rans� in c.s. Lewis's Out of the 
Silent Planet ( 1938) felt "shy." Well he might, for whereas 
Cavor was in a scientific Utopia , Dr. Ransom wa's in a Heaven 
above, peopled by eldils (angels) and rational animals. 
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Wells betrays th� sources of his inspiration in the 
arguments of Willie with his mother's lodger-curate In the 
Days of the Comet (1906): 

I used the names of Kar 1 Marx and Engels as bibli ca·l 
exegetes with DO'· little effect. I was moved to 
denounce Christianity as the ethic of slaves, and 
declare myself a disciple of a German writer of no 
little vogue in those days named Nietzsche. 

Willie' .. letters to his girl-friend Nettie "broke out towards 
theology,. sociology and the cosmos." His mind "ran persis­
tently" one �ening "upon revolutions after the last French 
pattern" and he "sat on a Committee of Safe-ty and tried back­
sliders." Arguments with his friend Parland about the rela­
tive merits of science and socialism led him to believe that 
they were "an impossible opposition." He is jilted and his 
premediated murder of the faithless Nettie is arrested by a 
gueat cosmic Advent--the brushing of the earth by a comet. 
Thereafter everything changed; not only for Willie but for 
the whole earth: 

The former revivals spent themselves; but the Great 
Reviva� did not spend itself, but grew to be, for the· 
majority crf Christendom at least, the permanent ex­
pression of the Change. For many it has taken the 
shape of an outright declaration that this was the 
Second Advent--it is not for me to discuss the validity 
of the suggestion, for nearly all it has accounted to 
an enduring broadening of the issues of life • • •  

That "broadening" was the Great Change, when the world 
began anew, following the "green vapours" exhaled by the 
comet. Willie reminis·ces·: 

�s I look back into the past, I see a vast exultant 
dust of house-breaking and removal ris-e up into the 
clear air that followed the hour of the green vapours, 
I live again the Year of Tents, the Year of Scaffolding, 
and like the triumph of a new theme in a piece of 
music--the great cities of our new days arise. Come 
Cuerlyon and Armedon, the twin cities of lower Eng­
land, with the winding summer city of Thames between • • •  
I see the great cities America has planned and made; 
the Golden City, with ever ripening fruit along its 
broad warm ways� and the bell-glad City of a Thousand 
Spires. I see again as I have seen, the city of the­
atres and meeting-places, the City of the Sunlight 
Bright, and the new city that is still called Utah; 
and dominated by its observatory dome and the plain 
dignified l:ines of the university facade upon the 
cliff, ��rtenabar, the great white winter city of the 
Upland Snows. 

With new cities came new books. The old "dropsy of the 
nation's mind" was burnt: 
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"It seemed to me," said Wil­
lie, "that when we gathered 
those books and papers togeth­
er • • •  we gathered warped and' 
crippled ideas and contagious 
bffse suggestions, the formulae 
of dull tolerances and stupid 
impatienc·es the mean defen­
sive ingenufties of sluggish 
habits of thinking and timid 
indolent evasions. There was 
more than a touch of malignant 
satisfaction for me in helping 
to gather it all together." 

There was much o:f Macaulay's Ebenezers and Bethels about the 
city itself: 

He put down his hand, and quite noiselessly the 
great window widened down to us, and the splendid 
nearer prospect of that dreamland city was before 
me. There for one clear moment I saw it; its gal­
lerie� and open spaces, its trees of golden fnuit 
and crystal waters, its music and rejoicing, love 
and beauty without ceaseless flowing through its 
varied and intricate streets·. (Epilogue) 

This quasi-religious appeal of Wells was sensed by his 
contemporaries. Bernard Shaw said he "e·.ffected a conversion 
and a conviction of sin comparable to the most sensational 
feats of General Booth or Gypsy Smith." As a result, Clara 
in Shaw's Pygmalion (1912), found that Wellsians were: 

People she had thought deeply religious, and had 
tried to conciliate on that ta�k with disasterous 
results. 

But when she began to talk about Wells they "suddenly took 
an interest in her, and revealed a hostility to conventional 
religion which she has never conceived possible except amongst 
the most desperate character8" (Conclusion). After meeting 
Wells, she talked of nothing for "weeks and weeks afterwards'. •• 

Like the pulpit orators- of �lacaulay's time \iells begmn to 
preach rather than write. His lay sermon (or his "thirty nine 
articles," as the New York Herald (15 April 1906) percipiently 
called it) was given to the world as Anticipations of the Reac­
tion of �lechanical and Scientific Progress upon Human L1fe anif 
Thought (1902). In this he envisaged an el'ite consisting of 
scientists-, engineers, and physicians "controlling and restrict­
ing very greatly the • • •  non functional masses·." He tried to 
convert the Fabians to the idea of scientifically classifying 
the temperament of all citizens to determine their function in 
society and putting them under a ruling elite of scientists-­
the "Samurai"--composed of those who had proved thems-elves by 
a series of difficult examinations. "To talk a little of the 
upper slopes of the mountain we think we are climbing would 
but the trees let us see it." 
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He wrote A Modern Utopia (1905) ostensibly telling a mere sto­
ry of personal adventures among Utopian philosophies; he was 
realistic enough to acknowledge that the Thing in Being would 
not be silenced by the mira·culous aggregation of the Samurai: 

"Things do not happen like that," he confessed, "God' 
is not simple, God is not theatrical, the summons comes 
to each man in its due time for him, with an infinite 
subtlety and variety • • •  First here, then there, single 
men and then groups of men will fall into line--not 
indeed with my poor faulty hesitating sugges·tions, but 
with a great and comprehensive �lan wrought out by 
many minds and in many tongues.' 

(p.327) 
Yet at the same time he believed quite firmly that: 

An inductive knowledge of a great number of things 
in the future is becoming a human possibility. I be­
lieve that the time is drawing near when it will be 
possible to suggest a systematic exploration of the 
future • • •  So far no first class mind has ever focussed 
itself upon these issues • • •  

("The Discovery of the Future" (1901), � IV, 374.) 
It was with this in view that he was later to undertake 

his own survey of world history: 

I believe that the deliberate direction of historical 
study and of economic and social study towards the 
future, and an increasing reference, a deliberate and 
courageous reference, to the future in moral and reli­
gious discussion would be enormously stimulating and 
enormously profitable to our intellectual life • • •  such 
an enterprise is now a serious and profitable under­
taking. 

(ibid., 380) 
Indeed, he considered: 

It is our ignorance of the future and our persuasion 
that that ignorance is absolutely incurable that alone 
gives the past its enormous predominance in our thoughts. 

That future, however, lay in the hands of the scientists: 

As a matter of fact prophecy has always been insepara­
bLy connected with the idea of scientific research • • • 
Until a scientific theory yields confident forecasts 
you know it is unsound and tentative. 

How far may we hope to get trustworthy inductions 
about the future of man • • • l.re are inclined to underrate 
our chances of certainties in the future just as I think 
we are inclined to be too credulous about the historical 
past • • •  An increase in the number of human beings con­
sidered may positively simplify the case instead of com­
plicating it; that as the individuals increase in num­
ber they begin to average out. 

(i!ili! •• 377) 
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Or, as he was to say later: 

A. Utopia is the first sketch plan of a prepared re­
placement or change in human institutions • • •  a vision 
of the being re�uired • • •  Every Utopia is a treason to 
the thing that is • • •  a slight to the people who are. 10 

He took his stand beside the great Utopians of the past 
whose "essential value " he wrote, lay in their "power to 
resist the causation ot · 11 the past, and to· evade, initiate·� 
endeavour and overcome." This is why !te· left nov•l 
writing to turn to sociological traets: " cet horrible 
cafouillis que l'on appele sociologie. "12 

#4 WELLS'S QUALIFICATIONS ON RATIONALITY 

Far from supplying open warrants for technocrats to take 
over society Wells drafted a number of restrictive clauses 
designed to bring the reader to a full realisation of the im­
plication of the story. Thus the inhuman control of function 
in the lunar society endorsed by Dr. Cavor in The First Men 
in the Moon shows that all vestiges of morality and ethics 
have been dissolved in selenite rationality. So, too, the su­
per state of the year 3002 with its flying machines, tele­
vision, public address systems, and roofed-in cities in When 
the Sleeper Wakes (1899) is based on a deluded and controlled 
population, as Ostrog, its controller frankly acknowledges: 

"You feel moved against our pleasure cities • • •  the ex­
cretory organs of the State, attractive places that 
year after year draw all that is weak and vicious, all 
that is lascivious and lazy, all the easy roguerie of· 
the world, to a graceful destruction. They go there, 
they have their time, they die childless, and mankind 
is the better • • •  Suppose that these swarming yelping 
fools • • •  get the upper hand of us, what then? They will 
only fall to other masters • • •  Let them revolt, let them 
win, and kill me and my like. Others will arise-­
other masters. The end will be the same. " 

The type of these restrictive clauses blurred after 1901. 
This was due, suggests his son, to the combined influence of 
the Fabians and William James. For James's principle of opera­
tive truth whereby "ideas (which are themselves but parts of 
our experience), become true just in so far as they help us to• 
get into satisfactory relations with other parts of our experi­
ence," and that "true ideas are those we can assimilate, vali­
date, corroborate and verify" lead inexorably to the view that 
the true is only the expedient. 13 

Blur though they might, as Wells tried to persuade himself 
and others that nature could be improved, yet these restrictive 
clauses persistently appeared in bold type, overprinted by 
those who felt it incumbent to circumscribe the freedom of 
movement he accorded to the human spirit. 

These overprinters, or meccanophobes, amongst whom were 
G.K . Chesterton, Rudyard Kipling, and E. M. Forster, were res­
ponsible for "Wellsian" becoming a quasi-pejorative adjective. 

(t-O> be c.ont inued) 
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a) Eric Bentley, The Curt o£ the Superman (London, 1947 ) ,  
131 ,  88 .. 

3) Nietzsche wrote to· his sister in December 1888 : �ou 
have not the slightest idea what it means to be next-of-kin 
to the man and destiny in whom the question of epochs has been 
settled. Quite literally speaking: I hold the future o� 
mankind in the palm of my hand," 

4) Nietzsche's sister moved to Paraguay with her husband 
Bernard Fors-ter where- they founded a Colony:· Nuevlll Germana. 

5) Thomas Carlyle, The Histor) of Friedrich I I  of Prussia 
called Frederick the Great (1885 , I, i, iii. 

6) Edwin �1.J .. Kretzmann, "German Technological Utopi- of 
the Pre-War Period, " Annals of Science III ( 1938 ) , 4 17-430 . 

8 )  Bernard Bergonzi, The Early H.G. Wells, A Study of the 
Scientific Romances (Manchester, 1 961) , 1-61, gives a good 
account of the genesis of these stories in the fin de siecle 
atmosphere of the time. Bergonzi suggests (pp. 47-8) that 
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12). R . M. Alberes, L'·4venture Intellectuelle clu XXe siecrl.e. 
�anoram� des Litteratures Europeennes 1900- 195� . (Editors 
Ubin Michel, 22, Rue Huyghens, Paris.) 

13) Anthony liest, "H .G. Wells-, •• Encounter (February, 195'7) . 



CONSUBSTANI'IAL 

�Wtrur ihf O'Byrnes � Byrnes !!!:£ buried • • •  I 
Closing the book with fingers unaware 

Stand in the cloistral hush of Glenmalure . 
Trim polished stones where grim Land Leaguers lie· ; 

Older and cruder stones in poor repair ; 
Tombs built by bereaved clansmen to endure 

Forever--beneath, those warrior chiefs who fell 
Defending Wicklow glens against the Gall ; 

And, bodied for an instant from the dust, 
Proud aairns, tumuli, and for sentinel 

Stones with deep chiselled Ogham names .  
I call! 

What though the speech be foreign , come they must: 

Great bodied men with cur ling beards--their gaze 
Dreamy and wide, or fiere-e as waves in s-torm ; 
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Tall slender girls, stone pale, with dark long hair, 
Slim gent le fingers wise in woman ways' • • •  

A moment only, yet an age, they form 
Before me, all  the shadowy hosts who were 

Guardians of the .flame that life be mine . 
Through loins of townbred men the lightning ran 

From those who strove with earth for fire and food . 
Their fathers harried Sassenach for kine, 

Held triba•l land and law despite all ban. 
Beyond loom might ier figures, high of mood: 

Hunters and warriors more than mortal-souled, 
Lovers who won their brides among the Sidhe, 

Maids who wived kings from Underwave ; and high, 
Shadowing all, beings of brightness--cold, 

Vast shapes immutable in deity: 
�!!!.!! O ' Byrnes !!!!!! Byrnes!!:! �--I! 

/ / 
--Padraig 0 Broin 
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CREIDE'S LAMENT FOR CAEL 

Editor's note--

This poem is taken from the twelfth-century Gaelic. 
Mr. 0 Brain ' s  translation should be compared with that made 
(from another text) by G·erard Murphy for Ear ly Irish Lyrics 
(Oxford , 1956), which is quoted immediately below. 

The haven roars over the fierce stream of Reenverc: 
the drowning of the warrior from Loch Da Chonn is what 
the wave striking the shore laments. 

I I 
A heron calls loudly in the marsh of Druim Da Thren ;  
she i s  unable to  protect her live ones--
a two-coloured fox is on the- track of her birds . 

Sed is the cry the thrush aakes in Dru•keen; 
and' no less sad is the note or the b lackbird in Leitir La{«• 
Sad is the sound made· by tl]e stag in Drumlesh: 
dead is the doe of Druim S1lenn ; 
a mighty stag roars now that she has gone . 

Grievous to me has been the death of the warrior 
who used to  lie with me--that the son of the woman from 
Daire Da Dos should have a cross above his head . 

It is  grievous to me that Chel  should be as one dead by my side , 
and that a wave should have swept over his fair body: 
the greatness of his beaut ies set my wits astray. 

Sad is the cry made by the shore ' s  wave upon the beach ; 
since it has drowned a fine noble man it is grievous to me 
that Cael ever went near it . 

Sad is the sound made by the wa·ve on the northern shore , 
rioting around � great rock , lamenting C�el since he died. 

Sad is the strife waged by the wave against the southern shore;: 
as for me my life has reached its term , and by reason of it 
my appearance (as is  clear to all) has suffered . 

Strange music is made by the heavy wave of Tulach L�is- ; 
as for me my wealth does not exist since it has boasted to me 
of the tale which its roar has borne to me·. 

Since the son of Crimthan has been drowned no one I may love· 
exists after him ; many chieftadns fell by his hand ; 
his shield never cried out in a day of stres s .  
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The bay resounds 
from the surging flood o£ Rinndavarc: 

that he from the Lake of Two Hounds drowned 
reason that wave berates the strand . 

The heron screams 
from Drumdahrane across the fen: 

she begrudges not her lif� 
and the fox int ent upon her nestl ings. 

Mournful the cry 
the thrush is crying on Drumkeen: 

Not more cheerful the note 
the blackbird flutes in  Letterlee . 

Mournful the roar 
the stag roars in Drumalesh;: 

dead the hind of Drum Shileann ; 
the constant stag bells  for her yet . 

Death to me 
that he that lay with me is dead: 

son of her from Derrydadoss 
to be with boards above his head. 

All endl! for me 
that d�ad beside me Cael should be. 

That tides should cover his bright side' 
.ad'dens· me , so powerful he . 

Mournful the roar 
the sea wave makes against the bea�h , 

that comely noble warrior drowned: 
anguish to me Cael dared their reach . 

24� 
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Mournful the boom 
the wave makes on the northern shore 

pounding against indifferent rocks , 
keening Ca�l who comes no more. 

Mournful the war 
waves wage against the southern coast . 

For myself , my days ar� done-­
witness ravaged face alone. 

Discordant drums 
the heavy wave of Tulcalesh: 

now no good is  good, and I 
broken by that it now laments .  

HacCrifan drowned: 
none lives worth love, that warrior gone . 

Many fighters fell by his hand , 
in danger ' s  day his shield roared not . 

/ / 
--Padraig 0 Broin 
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PAR"P�YCHOLOCrY 
Fact' or Fraud ? 

��mond TBIRG£ 
(Edi tor ' s  note : Dr . Birge is former chairman of the 

Phys ics department at the Univers ity of California (Berkeley) ; 
what follows is a c ondensed vers ion of a talk that be gave. 
at Mar ietta Col l ege , Ohi o ,  on October 24th, 196 1 . )  

Let me begin by stat i ng that the most essent ial charac ter­
istic of any really successful sc ient ist is  his abi lity to 
distinguish, in sc ience , between what is worth i nves-t igati ng 
and what is not ; between what avenues are likely to  lead to  
new and important sc ientific discoveries, and what are mere ly 
blind alleys, which can and somet imes do consume a l i fe-t ime 
of fut i l e  effort . The real�y great sc ient ists have , without 
except ion, possessed this characteristic  to  a superlative 
degree . I ment ion this matter because t oday we are concerned 
with one of the b l i nd alleys . 

When I arrived in ��rietta on September 20t h ,  I read 
in the paper that Dr . J. B. Rhine was to speak before the 
Advertis ing Club of Marietta on October 1 1th . 

Now if anyone wishes to  d iscover Dr . Rhi ne's actual 
standing in the sc ient ific world, he need only inquire at 
the Psychology department of any educat i onal inst itut ion, 
i ncluding Marietta College . Although Dr . Rhine claims that 
parapsychology is  an advanced form of psychology, he is  not, 
himself, a psychologist . He holds a Ph . D .  degree in Bo�any 
from the University of Chicago . lie is now D irector of he 
Parapsychology Laboratory, situated at Duke Univers ity, but 
deriving its financ ial  support wholly from outside funds . 
He is not a member of the faculty of Duke Univers ity.  

Surveys that have been made in the past show that very 
few profess ional psychologists hold any bel ief whatever in  
the reality of  psychic phenomena of  any kind . But a major ity 
of such persons considered it worthy of ser i ous study . Well, 
any seemi ngly mys terious phenomenon is worthy of ser ious 
study, but there are spec ial and val id reasons why the average 
legit imat e sc ient ist shuns the field of parapsychology as  
though it were the plague . 
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Possibly I can make the reasons clear by quoting from 
a very recent article  by the Hr itish astronomer, C . C . L . 
Gregory (Univers ity of London ),  who wr ites that for over 
th irty years he has had rather intimate contact with the 
be l ievers in psych ic phenomena . His art icle appears in the 
Drit ish per iodical Cosmos, 

As regards parapsychology as a whole , very large 
sums of money are involved ,  and so are reputations and 
publ icat ions . Evas ion tact ics , misrenresentat ion , the 
d isappearance of inconvenient or incriminat ing letters 
and documents , the suppress ion of cr itica l opinions • • •  
the organized suopress ion of the work of those liable 
to  vo ice damaging views and their discredit ing on other 
grounds such as systematic  aspersions cast on their 
sanity , whispering campaigns , criminal accusat ions , the 
unlimited and careful ly organized abuse of hospital ity 
and the employment for such purposes of exper ienced 
experts--all these are the standard hazards tha t face 
the sc ient ist who seriously ventures into the field of 
the "paranorma l . "  Only dedicated men should  heed the 
perennial s iren song of parapsychologist s ,  "If only 
scient ists , i nst ead of being wilful ly bl ind ,  would 
give their attent ion to the data of parapsychology • • •  " 

I can fully endorse these remarks and I would like to 
add one of my own . Anyone , no matter how ignorant or uncriti­
cal , can apparent ly get a book publ ished , favourable to a 
belief in  psychic phenomena , and the more sensat ional it is  
the better . But if  one writes a serious book , chal lenging 
such beliefs , it is a lmost imposs ible  to  find a publisher! 
Publishers· are well  aware that the general public is far 
more interested in a blood-curdling ghost st ory than in 
any serious , sc ient ific exposure of a fraud . 

Parapsychology is indeed a remarkable field . Let me 
ment ion three of its aspects : 

(1) Bel ievers in psychic phenomena , inc luding telepathy, 
ins ist that such things have nothing to do with magic , and 
wax indignant if one merely mentions the word . Dut let me 
quote from the authoritat ive c lassic by S ir James George 
Frazer , The Golden  Bough--A Study in �1agic and Rel igion . 

This belief in the sympathet ic influence on each 
other by persons or things at a distance is of the 
very essence of magic . Whatever doubts sc ience may 
entertain as to the possibility of action at a dis­
tanc e ,  magic has none ; faith in telepathy is one of 
it s first principles . A modern advocate of the in­
f luence of mind upon mind at a distance would have 
no difficulty in convincing a savage ; the savage 
believed i n  it long ago , and what is more , he acted 
on his belief with a logical consistency such as his 
brother in  the faith has not yet , so far as I am 
aware , exhibited in his c onduc t .  

(page 22, abridged edit ion ) 
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(2) Anothe� en� ��st impor tant aspect is the c la imed 
i nh i h i t orv effect that a ny pronounced scept i c  has on the suc­
cess of a psychic exp�r ime nt . Thus , i n  the card-guessing 
experiment s ,  so extens ive ly pub l ic i zed by Rhine , beginning 
i n  the ear l y  n i neteen thirt ies , the mere presence of a scep­
ti c in the room �.·here the exper iments are underway effect ive­
ly prevent s the perc ipient ( he is the one who has the c la i med· 
psychic power ) from e:lferc i s i ng this power ; a nd that is just 
the exc use offered by parapsycholog i s t s  whe n legit imate sc i ­
ent i s t s  att empt t o  ver ify psychic c la ims ( and a number of 
such attempts have been made ) , and invariably obta i n  only 
the resu l t s  predicted by pure cha n c e .  To get s ig n i ficant ly 
above-chance re s u l t s ,  parapsychologists stat e ,  everyone con­
cerned i n  the affair must have a s i ncere and chi ld-l ike fa ith 
in the rea l ity of psychic phenomena. Is  i t  therefore a ny 
wonder that legit imate sc ient ists  cons ider it a was t e  o f  t ime 
t o  e ngage i n  such work , when even the bel ievers admit in ad­
vance that scept i c s  w i l l  obtain merely the pur e ly chance 
results calculated by standard stati st ic�? 

(3)  Probably the mos t important aspect of a l l  is this : 
the field of parapsychology is saturated with fraud ! This 
fact is  freely admi t t ed by prominent workers in the f ield . 
Thus , Harry Pr ice in h i s  book , F i fty Years of Psychica l 
Res earch--A Cr i t ic a l  S urvey ,  writes " • • •  fully 98 percent o f  
the phenomena , both ment al and phys i ca l , are fraudulently 
produced . "  Thus the only logical ques t i o n  left for d iscussion 
is : are a l l psychic phenomena fraudulent , or i s  there s-ome 
microsc oPIC rema i n i ng fraction t hat is  genuine? 

Of course , " fraudu l e nt " i s  too restrict ive a term . In  
the case of many reported eve nts there is  no fraud , e ither 
consc ious or unconsc i ous . The event may be merely incorrect ly 
reported . Or the event may be purely an i l lus i on ,  or , most 
important o f  al l ,  it may be ea s i ly exp lained in a rat i o na l  
manner . La ter o n  I w i l l  give one or more i l lustrations o f  
each of these three poss i b i l i t ies . 

Now orthodox s c i e nt i st s ,  espec i a l ly phys ical sc ient ists , 
are not accust omed t o  dea l i ng w i t h  e ither fraud or i l lus ions , 
and they are not well  equipped t o  handle such phenome na .  In 
fact , it has been said that a profes s ional mag i c i an can fool 
the average sci ent ist even more eas i ly than he can the· 
general public . �ioreover , if any sci ent ist were discovered 
to have been del iberate l y  fraudulent i n  say f ive percent of 
his profes s iona l  work , h i s  reputation would be utt er ly ruined,  
a nd thereafter no o ne would trust anythi ng he might d o .  Yet 
the ablest and most famous med iums , such as Eusapia Pal lad i no , 
can be admi t t edly fraudulent , say n i nety f ive perc e nt of the 
t ime , and s t i l l  the great host of bel ievers in psychic phe� 
nomena (a nd the host is  larger t ha n  you may suspec t )  insist  
that the rema i n i ng f ive percent of the t ime her " mani fes ta­
t i ons "  cannot be explai ned in any rat i ona l manner , i n  other 
words , that they must be psychic . 

This is the weird sort of reasoning that it seems impos­
s ible to refut e .  No mat ter how extens ive i s  t h e  evidence of 
fraud , the true " b e l i ever , "  when c or nered mer e ly replies , 
· �e l l , we w i l l  admit it , but then there s t i l l  remains this and 
that phenomenon , wh ich i s  cert a i n ly genuine . " And obv ious ly 
one cannot invest igate and prove fraudulent everything .  
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The f i e ld of parapsychol ogy i s  a very ext ens ive one . 
Its ma i n  divis i ons possibly may be c la s s i f i ed as follows : 

1 )  Med iums , mental and physical , 

2) Ghost s ,  Polterge i sts , 
Haunted Houses , et c . ,  

3) Hal luc i nat i ons a nd Appar · it ions , 

4 )  D i v i na t i on ( i ncl uding dows ing 
and wat er divining } ,  

5 )  Psychoki ne s i s  ( PK phenomena ) ;· 
the inf luence of the mind on a 
physical event , such as the throw 
of d ic e , 

6) C la imed psychic abi l i ty in 
anima l s , birds , fish , and 
insect s ,  

7) Spontaneous Cases , 

8 )  Telepathy and C la irvoyance , 
� �� espec i a l ly as d i splayed in 

� ;;:? - R E G  card-guess i ng experiment s --
9 03 what Rhine ca l l s  estra-sensory 

perc ept i o n  ( ES P ) .  

I w i l l  try now �or lack of t ime t o  d ispose of most or 
the e i ght f i e lds with a few sentences each . 

1) Mediums, mental a nd phys ica l 

The original med iums were the Fox S is t er � ,  who in 1848 
s t arted the entire profe s s i on of med i umship and what is known 
as " Modern Spiritua l i sm . "  Forty years later they confessed 
that it was all a fraud . But from 1848 on , for the next few 
decades , there were l i t erally thousands o f  med iums , hold ing 
s eances by the tens of thousand s , a l l  over the world , 

Mediumshi p ,  as J. Frazer Nicol has wr i t t e n  me , is now a 
dead i s s ue , for the s imple reason that there are no longer any 
mediums to i nvest igate . Essent i a l ly a l l  the rea l ly able 
mediums o f  the past were exposed a s  frauds , and I think no 
pretended medium would at the present t ime dare t o  expose 
her s e lf to a crit ical examinat i o n  by c ompetent s c ientists . 
But s t or ies of mediums , and their s eances , form perhaps the 
most i ntr iguing chapter i n  the h i s t ory of parapsychol ogy , 
and I devoted c ons iderable t ime t o  this t opic in two of my 
previ ous t alks . 
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2) Ghosts, Pol tergeists, and Haunted Houses 

Wel l ,  there are rea l ly no more haunted houses, tenanted 
by enchanting ghosts ,  Borley Rectory was known as the "most 
haunted house in England , "  and Harry Price, pr�viously men­
tioned , spent many months at the Rectory and subsequently 
wrote a whole book on the subject .  But after his death the 
Society for Psychical Research (London) appointed a commit tee 
of three highly responsible investigators. After a prolonged 
investigation the committee issued {in 1955) a 180-page re-­
port , which I have read in ful l ,  Their final conclusion wa·s 
that there was no reported phenomenon that could not be ex­
plained rationaiTy and that , sad to relate , some of the most 
impressive phenomena had been deliberately produced by Price 
himse l f !  Some of the details are most interesting, but again 
there is no time to go into such matter&, I wil l, however, 
insert one very sma l l  illustration,  

Among the reported phenomena was a mysterious light that 
would appear occasional ly in the window of a lit t le-used room 
in the Rectory. The light would remain for only a few seconds, 
making it impossible to trace its source , But the committee 
found that a railroad ran past the house 1 not very far away, 
and whenever a train passed by, in one d�rection, the head­
light of the locomotive was reflected , for a few &econds , in 
that particular window � So much for haunted houses , 

3)  Hal lucinations and Apparitions 

This is a:. legitimate subject for study in psychology , 
but I suspect that no one any longer believes that such 
reported visions have any prophetic or mystic import , as 
they were once supposed to have. 

4 )  Divination 

This is the ability to reveal significant facts about an 
object and especia ll y about its owner , merely by grasping the 
object . I wil l  present ly describe a recent ly published exam­
ple of this . Divination covers also the ability to discover 
hidden sources of water , by so-cal led dowsers , in which Ur , 
Rhine appears to believe . This is a large subject , but with 
no valid scientific evidence to support it , 

5) Psychokinesis (PK Phenomena) 

This is a subject of particular interest to physicists, 
and one on which much work has been done, in the past , in 
Rhine ' s  laboratory , No prominent parapsychologist in England 
appears t o  believe in the rea lity of such phenomena, but 
Rhine certainly does , So, also, does Professor R,A , McConne l l, 
at the University of Pittsburgh , 

Since this effect implies that the mind a lone can exert · 
a physical torque on a die, for instance, causing it to set­
t le with a certain face up, one different from t hat which it 
would have displayed by pure chance, we have here clearly a 
violation of conservation of energy , 
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Let me say immediat ely that in the long series of trials al­
ready made in such dice-throwing exper iment s ,  the net result 
does not deviate at a l l  from the pred ict ions of pure chance , 
But thls fact does not phase the true believer , He then pro­
ceeds to  divide the results into subgroups a nd finds , so  he 
claims , that certain groups give results significantly above 
chance , and others significant ly below chance  ( l ike runs of 
" goo<! luck" and runs of  "bad luck�The stat istics  used to  
reach thes e conclusions have been cha l lenged , and it is s t i l l  
doubt ful  whether the published deviat ions from chance are 
large enough to be rea l ly significant , 

But why a l l  these tens of thousands of throws of dice? 
Why not merely pivot a very l ight pointer , mount the affair 
in  an  evacuated vesse l ,  and then have the reputed "psychic " 
w i l l  the pointer to  rotate first t o  the right , and then to  
"ffi'Elleft ? The torque required for s uch a rotat ion is radical­
ly  smal ler than that needed to t urn a die from one face to 
another , and a single succes sful experiment of this nature , 
proper ly witnessed , would prove the rea l ity of psychokinesis , 
But no parapsychologist can be induced to try suct1 a cruc ial 
exper iment , or a corresponding cruc ial experiment in any 
other field of psychic phenomena , Instead , such persons 
spend years supervising tens of  thousands of card-guesses 
or dice throws , where the interpretat ion of the results 
usua l ly requires the use of stat istics and where there are 
many possible  sources of error , 

I sha l l  now speak in more detai l  of the last three of 
the eight divisions o f  the subject t hat I have listed . 
First , however , let me make a few additional remarks . 

(Editor ' s  note : These addit iona l remarks , including the 
example cited under Divinat ion , hea�ng (4) , are in the 
Addendum , PP · 260-264 , }  

6 )  Psychic Abi l ity in Anima ls 

Among the many strange be­
liefs· held  by Dr . Rhine and 
other parapsychologists is 
that in the "psi abil ity" of 
anima ls .  Now everyone is 
aware of the seemingly mirac­
ulous abilities of var ious 
animals , birds , insects ,  and 
even fish , displayed in their 
regu lar habits  of l ife . Much 
good sc ient ific work has been 
done , and is now being done , 
in  this field , and one by one 
the various phenomena are 
being explained in a rational 
manner . 
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The important point here is that the abi l i ties under i nvest iga­
tion are found to result a l ways from the extreme acuity of one 
of the five � senses . It is unnecessary to postulate any 
mysterious " s ixth sense , "  incl uding so-cal l ed "psi  abili ty , "  

The norma l sense commonly used by anima ls is that of smell , 
and the acuity of the olfact ory organ ,  in many cases , is in­
deed almost unbe lievable , One need recal l only _ _  the case of. a 
bloodhound tracking down a person , after being a l l owed to  
smell  some garment that has been worn by that  pers on , Just 
try to imagine the infinitesimal amount of odour left on the 
ground by a person as he walks or runs through , let  us say , 
a forest .  Yet if the tra i l  is not too o l d ,  a b loodhound can 
fol low it successfu l l y ,  

A dispatch from London , pr inted i n  the San Francisco 
Chronicle of 22 November 1961 states that a night-flying moth , 
perce1v1ng sme-"1 through its antennae , can locate a fema l e  at 
a distance of a mile or more--even a box where one has been .  

One of the  most remarkable examp l es of acuity of smell  is  
afforded by  salmon . A l l  of you know that salmon are hatched 
in some small  tr ibutary stream and present ly make their way 
down to the ocean , Their wander ings in the ocean are as yet 
unknown but after two to seven years (depending on the 
species j the salmon that survive find their way up the river 
and fina l ly up the part icular tributary stream where they 
were born . There the eggs are fert i lised and deposited and 
the sa lmon then die , Tagged sa lmon are not found in any 
other stream , 

It is now known that as far as proceeding up a particular 
river and a particular stream is  concerned , this is done 
solely by the sense of sme l l .  Apparent ly each stream has a 
characteristic odour , depending on the nature of the vegeta­
t ion on its banks , etc . When the nasal sac of salmon is 
plugged, they proceed in a completely random fashion,  

When we come to  the case of migrat ory birds , inc luding 
homing pigeons , it is apparently the sense of s ight that is 
involved . The m i grating birds are bei ieve!l to steer by the 
stars at night and by the sun by day , This has been shown , 
as I recal l ,  by plac ing them in a planetarium and testing 
them with normal star arrangements , and then with abnormal 
ones , 

As a final  but purely spurious example ,  I may ment ion 
the severa l cases of  horses who solve arithmetic problems , 
etc , In our own country the most famous case was that of the 
filly "Lady , "  of Richmond , Virgin ia , whom Rhine examined and 
pronounced definitely " psychic . "  But it is known that in 
all  such cases the answer to  � quest ion must be known to 
someone visible to the horse , and it is transmitted to  the 
horse usually  by deliberate ,  but somet imes by unconscious 
cue s ,  
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7) Spontaneous Cases 

This is the oldest branch of parapsychology and it w i l l  
doub t less always be with us . ��s .  Rhine , a t  last report , had 
collected some eight thousand cases , I do not doubt that a 
mil l ion could be found , with suffici ent time and e ffort . It 
s eems as though every fourth or fifth person with whom I dis­
cuss the subject c laims to have had one or more psychic ex­
periences of his own . Unfortunately I have never persona l ly 
had any ; or rather , events that seemed at first very mysteri­
ous turned out on careful examinat ion to  have a rat ional  
explanation.  

Unfortunately spontaneous cases , by their very nature , do  
not occur under sc ient ifica l ly control led condit ions , and 
cannot be conc l us ively verified . Let  me give just  two s imple 
examples . A good friend of mine , who admits to a belief in 
psychic phenomena , has related to  me several mysterious event s .  
For instance , she one day opened the closed door o f  a 
litt le-used room in her home and found on the f loor near the 
door a book that had been resting on an upper shelf of a 
bookcase in the room , The case was so far from the door that 
the book could not possibly have gotten to its discovered 
locat ion by merely falling off the shel f ,  She swears that no 
one , not even her dog , had been in the room , Obviously there 
is no way of making a real sc ient i fic invest igat ion of a 
report l ike this . 

Another friend wrote me that she was in church , listening 
rather drows i ly to a sermon ,  when she suddenly real ised that 
she was saying , or thinking , to herself the sermon , one sen­
tence ahead of the pastor ! Interesting ,  i f  true , but how 
does one-Yerify i t ?  

A s  a s imple example of a "vision" I quote one given at 
several places in  the l iterature . I take the fol lowing from 
Soa l  and Bateman ' s  book , Modern Experiments in Telepathy .  

A girl o£ about ten years o f  age was walking a long 
a country lane . Quite suddenly her surroundings seemed 
to fade away , and she saw her mother l ying apparent ly 
dead on the f loor of a little-used room at home , known 
as t he "white"  room . Near her on the floor was a lace 
handkerchie f .  The child was so upset by this vision 
that instead of going straight home she rushed to the 
doctor ' s  house and persuaded him to  go home with her . 
They found the woman lying on the f loor of the " white"  
room , suffering from a severe heart attack.  Beside 
her was the lace handkerchie f .  The doctor arrived in 
t ime to  save her life .  

Aa. an examp·le  of a mass  vision , or  hal luc inat ion , I quote 
from a paper by C ,  D, Broad in the Proceedings of the Soc iety 
for Psychical Research ,  Vol . 45 ( 1 938-9), page 135 . This 
story was related personally by Mazzini to Henry S idgwick ,  
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In or near some Italian town Mazzini saw a group of 
people standing gazing upwards into  the sky. l ie went 
up to one o f  them and asked him what he was gazing at . 
"The cross-- do you not see it ? "  sa id the man ,  point ing 
�o the place the cross was supposed to  be , Mazzini 
could see nothing in the least cruc iform in the sky ; 
but on enquiring of others , he found that they also  
thought they were seeing a cros s .  At length �lazzini 
happened to not ice one gazer who looked rather more 
intelligent than the rest , and also seemed to have a 
faint air of doubt and perplexity. ��zzini went up t o  
him and asked him what h e  was looking at . "The cross , "  
he sai d ,  "ther&', .,. �zzini took hold of his arm , gave 
him a sl ight shake , and sa'id to him , "There is not any 
cross at al l . "' A change came over the gazer ' s  face as  
if  he  wer'e waking from a kind of dream , and he  answered , 
"No , as you say , there is no cross at all , "  He then 
walked away with M&Ezini , leaving the rest of the crowd 
to enjoy their collect ive ha lluc inat ion.  

When it comes to  predic tions of future events ,  the  c lassic 
book on the subject is Phantasms of  the Living ,  b y  Gurney , 
�1yers , and Podmore . This book contains some seven hundred cases , 
selected out of many thousands , which are given as espec ially 
authent ic . But according to  L,H.  Rawcliffe , Il lus ions and Delu­
sions of the Supernatural and the Occult •(page 374) , not 2.!!.!! 
case among the seven hundred sat isfies all  the ' conditiOns re­
quired for a true verification . These conditions are : ( 1 )  that 
the c lairvoyant person put his predict ions in writ ing , ( 2 )  that 
he show the writing to two or more responsible persons , (3) t hat 
the event pred icted occur subsequent to the foregoing acts ,  and 
(4) that the details  of the event and of the prediction are 
both in sufficient agreement and sufficiently numerous to rule 
out the possibi lity of  a purely chance coincidence . 

I mention spontaneous cases at all mainly because it would 
appear that they are about all that is now left of  parapsy­
chology, I have a lready noted that we no longer have any medi­
ums , and the one remaining main  topic is that of card-guess ing , 
to which I will devote the rema inder of this talk.  llut as I 
shall show , there is little  chance of further work even in that 
field . Dr . S ,G ,  Soa l , who has been the leading worker in Eng­
land in the field of card-guess ing , has now ret ired , and he told 

•Hansel in a persona l interview that he would do no further 
work , I note that no work in card-guessing is now underway at 
Duke University and that the only support ing material shown t o  
visitors cons ist• o f  experiments now fully two decades old .  

*Uit� ' s  note : The interYiewer c ited abovtP. i·s C.&..M. llan.-1 , 
a psych�ogi�ow at the University of Wale•, whose book , ISPl A Scient i f i �  Eva luat ion was pub li shed in 1966 by Charlea , )  
SCr boer's & Sons . 

In the same interview of Soal by Hansel ,  Soal made the re­
markable statement : " A  century hence the situat ion in parapsy­
chology will be no different from �hat it is t oday . "  Can you 
imagine such a remark being made in regard to a legit imate 
sc ience? 
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8) Telepathy and Cla irvoyance 

I tur n  now finally to  the exper iments in card-guessing . If 
there were t ime I should l ike to devote at l east  a full hour 
to this one topic , s ince it involves actual laboratory work and 
stat istics of interest to physical scientists .  It a lso involves 
much cheat ing , and the various probable methods by which the 
cheat ing was accomplis·hed form in themselves an intriguing sub­
jec t .  Let me say , right at the start , that all  evidence now in 
my possess ion indicates that all rea l ly high-scor ing runs have 
been obtained fraudulently. The miraculous nature of many such 
results , if they a�e genuine , may be il lustrated by the fol low­
i ng figures . 

I suspect that all  of you know that in these exper iments a 
pack of twenty five cards , five each of five different designs , 
is normally used . These are cal led Zener cards , since they were 
designed by Professor Karl E. Zener , a psychologist at Duke 
University.  (Parenthetically , I am told that this name is now 
a source of acute embarrassment t o  Professor Zener . )  

Now , s i nce there are five · di fferent des igns , the proba­
b i l ity of guess ing the first card c orrectly is obvious ly 1/5 , 
Similarly for the second ear d ,  The· compound probability of 2 
gett ing the firs·t two correct i s  then 1/5- x 1/5 or 1/5 • 
Cont inu ing , we see-rhat the probabilit��£ g�tt ing the en- 17 t ire twenty five cards correct is 1/5 � or roughly 1/3 x 10 • 
Such a result is termed a "perfect "  run ,  and several such per­
fect runs have been recorded in the literature , 

One thus calculates that , on the basis  of vure chance , a 17 perfect run would occur , on the average , � 1n ev�x 10 
runs , Now normally it takes about ninety11'econds to call a run. 
How long then  would it take to  call 3x10 runs , at the rate of 
ninety seconds per run? I should rea lly ask yo"\fo guess the 
answer , but I will  tell  you , It is roughly 10 years 
( i . e . ,  a million million year s ) , or some forty times the present 
e&t illl8ted' age of our galaxy! 
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Dr . ll hine st arted sys t ema t ic work in card-gues s i ng about 
1930 , and the resu l t s  were report ed in b ook form in 1934 . lie 
obt a i ned phenomena l evidence of t e lepathy (and c l a irvoya nc e )  
right from the start , but s i nc e t here was an a l most comp lete 
lack of controls these ear ly nes u l t s  have not , i n  genera l ,  been 
taken serious ly . Pr ice , i n  his 1939 book a lready quoted wri tes , 

In fac t , some of the results  savour of the mirac u l ous . 
Though psych ica l researchers have , for e i ghty years , 
been s eek i ng a s ub j ec t  a b l e  t o  demonstra t e  at w i l l ,  un­
der contro l l ed cond i t ions , the faculty of t e l epathy and 
fa i l ed to f i nd � . Dr . Hhine d i scovered s c ores of them 
in h i s  own u niver s i ty--some even in his own c la s sroom . 

Of the three " perfec t "  runs reported by Rh i ne i n  t h i s  ear l y  
work , one was mad e  b y  a d iv i ni t y  st udent named Hubert Pearc e ,  
of whom I w i l l  have more t o  say present l y .  As  s o o n  as  more 
careful ly designed controls were empl oyed by R h i ne , t he s cores 
1 made in his  card-guess ing exper i ments dropped to only s l ight ly 
above t hose pred i c t ed by pure chanc e .  But whe n  c a l l s  are num­
bered in t he thousa nds , even such results c orrespond to a stro­
nomical odds . 'l'hus one expects five " h it s "  i n  a "run" of twen­
ty five gues ses , by pure chanc e . �w suppose o ne finds an 
average of � h i t s  per run . For a Bing}e run t he odds are on­
ly 1 . 6  to  1 aga i nst such a r e s ul t . ut OI2, cf e n  thousand ca l l s  
( four hundred runs ) the odds are about 10 t o  1 aga i ns t 
such an average ra t e  of s uc c e s s .  

A s  Hansel has reported , a v i s i t or a t  the Duke Laboratory 
is  shown ,j ust two series of experiment s ,  which are c la imed t o  
furnish conc lus ive evidence of the rea l i t y  of psychic ab i l it y . 
One of t hese is the s o-ca l l ed Pratt -Woodruff s e r ies , first re­
ported in 1939 ( J ourna l of Parapsycho�ogy , 3 ,  12 1 ) .  Thi s  
series was des igned t o  t e s t  t e l epathy , that i s , the agent was 
look i ng at the card whi l e  the perc ipient was trying to gues s .  
The series c on s i s t e d  of 60 , 000 ca l l s , us i ng 32 uns elected per­
c i pi e nt s .  The average score was 5 . 204 hits . In other words , 
in each 123 ca l l s  there was , on the average , just � more h i t  
tha n  chance pred i c t i o n ! But because of the huge number of ca l l s , 
the odds against even t h i s  score are 200 , 000 t o  one . 

Conc er n i ng this series Rhine has wr i t t e n : " In the ent ire 
h i s t ory of psychology no exper i ment has ever been carri e d  out 
with such e laborate contro l s  aga i nst a l l  pos s i b l e  error . "  
l:lut when Ha nsel examined t he deta i l ed record sheets of t h i s  
ser ies , he d isc overed that just � of the thirty two per­
c ipient s  ( denoted P . M . ) had ach i eved rea l ly high s cores . In  
fac t , the odds aga i n s t  h i s  total result are twelty m i l l i on 
t o  one . A l l  the other �c ip i ents got mere l y  c ose-t o-chance 
result s .  
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When Hansel then examined, in deta il the runs of this 
single high-scoring perc ipient�he found numer ical relat ions 
between successive runs that could not possibly have occurred 
by pure chance . These relations , in tur n ,  pointed to the 
exact method of cheating that could have been employed and 
Hansel f ina lly duplicated prec isely the original exper imental 
set-up and showed that his pos tulated form of cheating was 
quite possible . The details are compl ex and I will  not go 
into them now . 

The other supposedly convinc ing series of eJrperi11ent• 
carried out in the Rh ine laboratory is the so-called Peuree­
J>ratt series t reported in 1937 (Journal of Parapslchologr, 
Vol . 1 ,  p . 70J . This series was designed to t est c airvoyance .  
The agent , at a planned t ime , placed the card t o  be guessed 
face down on the table , but did not look at it . The per­
cipient was ( supposedly) in another building , several hundred 
feet away . The single perc ipient was Hubert Pearce ,  previous­
ly ment ioned , and here again Hansel was ab le to show just how 
the report ed high scores could have been obtained· by cheating 
on the part of Pearce .  Hansel also exactly dupl icated the 
or iginal  conditions and , acting as perc ipient , was able to 
achieve a very high score for a run , to  the complete mysti­
f ication of those concerned . 

Lat er , if there is t ime I will  be glad to  give detail s .  
I do  want to  say , however , ihat Pearce·, now a minister i n  a 
middle-western stat e ,  has been wr itten to  severa l times , by 
another person and by Hanse l ,  and has been d irec t ly accused 
of cheat ing. In his replies Pearce does not write one word 
in his own defense . All  he will  say is that Dr . Rhine is an 
honourable man !  I n  other words , Rhine was ,  and seemingly 
s t i l l  i s ,  quite unaware of the cheat ing that occurred in his 
laboratory . Thus far , he has not been ab le to devise any 
truly fool-proof experiment , in spite of his assert ions to 
the c ontrary . So much for the work of  Dr . Rhine .  

The main experiments on card-guessing ,  i n  England , have 
been carried out by Dr . S .  G .  Soal , former Lecturer in Pure 
�lathematics , University of London , but now retired , as al­
ready stated . For lack of t ime I refer only t o  the latest 
work done under his direction and reported in detail  in a 
book by him,  The Mind Readers , published in England in 1959 
and in this country in 1960. At the urgent request of  the 
Editor , I wrote a long ( s ix thousand word )• review of the book 
for the Internat ional Journal of Parapsychology. 

The chief a�t ors in  this  drama were two  teen-age Welsh 
boys , first cous ins , .who served as  agent and perc ipient . 
The experiments extended over two years , and about � of 
the runs yielded fabulously high scores � higher , on  the 
avera·ge , than in � previous invest igai ion . There were·, for 
instance , two "perfect "  runs , four with twenty four hits , and 
one hundred seventy nine runs (over twenty five percent of the 
total ) with twelve or more hits . (The probabi l ity of gett ing 
twelve or more hits is only 1/650 . ) But the other hal f  of the 
runs yielded only chance results . This strange-afchot omy 
between very high scores and merely chance results immediately 
suggests that the former were obtained fraudulent ly. 



PA11APSYCHOLOGY : FA'CT 00 FRAUD? 259 

After the conclusion of the experiments Hansel suggested 
that�princ ipal method used in cheat ing was probably the 
use of what we may cal l  a supersonic whist l e ,  It is  we l l  known 
that teen-age chi ldren can hear much higher frequency sounds 
than adults of , let us say , thirty years or older . In the labo­
ratory it is cust omary to  use a Galton whist le to  produce high­
-frequency sounds , But it is unlikely that these boys owned , 
or could have bought , such an instr.ument , On the other hand , 
sheep-dog whist les are in common use in that part of Wales , 
and it has been noticed that in sheep-dog contests , certain 
trainers seem to  be  controlling their dogs in some mysterious 
way , 

Hansel then found that by cutting off the end of such a 
whist le , he could produce the des ired high-frequency sounds,  
Furthermore , if a rubber-tube were attached , the  whole apparat­
us could be concealed and operated inside the c lothing , with no 
visible external s ign , In fact , Hansel and Christ opher Scott , 
with the assistance of an eight-year-old girl acting as per­
cipient , later dup licated some of the best experimental  results 
of the two Welsh boys . Soal , and others 1 standing as c lose as 
poss ible to the agent , were unable to d1scover how it was done , 

I mention here only one series of experiments that pointed 
strongly to  the use or such a whist le , The two boys were s eat­
ed in two different rooms , but only fifteen feet apart , in the· 
home of one of the boys , There was a connecting door , and when 
the door was open and in the direct line between the boys , 
phenomenal ly high scores were invar iably obtained , But when 
the door was closed , 2£ when one boy was merely moved to the 
s ide , s o  that a- wooden wal l  intervened , merely chance results 
were invariably obtained , 

Evidently the stream of energy f lowing from agent to  per­
cipient could not pass through a wooden door or wal l ,  and a lso• 
cast a fairly sharp shadow , High-frequency sounds sat isfy 
both these condit ions , Some time after the c onc lusion of the 
experiments , the two boys appeared-on-a spec ial television 
program in  London , with an apparatus secret ly installed that 
would record (and make visible t o  the audience ) any high-fre­
quency sound s .  But none was observed ,  and only chance results 
were obtained, 

There are many additional interest ing features of this 
invest igat ion by Soal , but there' is no time to  go into further 
details , The important point here is that Soal , l ike Rhine , 
never seemingly made a rea l ly sc ient ific study of possible 
methods of cheating ,  On the contrary , each man was sure he 
bad excluded all such possibi lit ies , Possib ly Soal has now 
reluctantly come to the conclus ion that his most impressive 
result s were obtained fraudulent ly , and for that reason he 
has withdra�n ent irely from research in parapsychology , Rhine 
baa ... yet given no public indication of doubt , but the fact 
that he , a lso , has apparent ly abandoned a l l  work in  card­
-gues!dng point s strongly to  a s imi lar doubt , 
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As I have a l r eady stated , the one c l a i med sc i ent i f ic evi­
d e nce

_
o f  psychic abi l it y  ( card-guess i n g )  now seems to be a 

dead 1 s sue , a nd we are acc ord ingly l eft with only the strange 
t a l e s  ( " s pontaneous cases ) t o l d  by numer ous persons not we l l  
trai ned i n  scient i f i c  methods -- t a l e s  o f  the sort that have 
been c ommo n s i nce the dawn of h i s t ory and that I venture to 
�ay , w i l l  per s i s t  i nt o  the indefin ite future . 

'
sc i ent i f ic 

ldeas
_
a nd methods have as yet fa i l ed to penetrat e to the va st 

maJOrity o f  mank ind . 

ad dendu m 
Thi s  1\eek is  a Sunday Supplement that appear s week ly in 

s evera l  hundred newspapers hav i ng a combi ned c i rc u lation of 

some fourteen m i l l i o n .  I n  t h e  is sues o f  February 1 9  and 26 , 

196 1 there appeared a two-part ar t i c l e  by a reporter , Jack 

Harr i s on Pol lack . Part one was headed "Hol land ' s  Incredible 

Mind Reader s "  and part two , "Crime Hus t i ng with ESP . "  Po l l ack 

ha d v i s i t e d  Utrecht University ( H o l land ) which ha s ,  I b e l i eve , 

the only department of parapsychol ogy i n  the ent ire wor l d ,  

�re s ided over b y  Dr . W . II . C .  Tenha ef f ,  a 6 7  year - o l d  Dutch sc ien­

t i s t . Po l lack describes him as " wor l d  famed , "  but a c o l l eague­

of h i s  at Utrecht Univer s i ty has wr i t t e n  of Tenhaeff : 
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He is an extremely uncrit ical man, whose statements. 
cannot be rel ied upon . To him parapsychology is some 
sort of  religion that may not be crit ic ized , ��king 
propaganda seems to  be more important to  him than try­
ing to f ind the truth by sc ient i fic method s ,  The t i t l e ,  
»extraordinary professor » was conferred o n  him a t  the 
request of his own society . 

Tenhaeff has working under his direction a group of persons 
with c la imed psychic power , whom he calls »paragnosts , »  His 
»star performer » is  a man named Croiset . According t o  Pollack , 
in part two of his art icle , these persons have helped the po­
lice solve numerous crimes , Pol lack wr ites : " At first the po­
lice were ske.pt ical . But they soon became c onverted as Dr . Ten­
haeff and his paragnosts , working with authorit ies in many coun­
tries , recorded some ama�ing successes , »  

In complete contrast,  the col league already ment ioned quotes 
from a paper by Dr . F •. Brink , a Dutch police inspector who has 
made a speciar and detai led st udy of this subjec t .  The ouotat ion 
(trans lated from the original Uutch ) reads : 

The wr iter has the nract ical experience that people  
who , at a short not ice , want information about the  physi­
cal or psychical state of  missing persons , or about 
facts and data , attach unfounded and non-crit ical value· 
to statements of so-cal led paranormally  gifted persons . 
To the pol ice invest igat ors , these statements  cont inually 
turned out to  be worthless and even confus ing ,  

Pol lack next gives a n  il lustration of  the cla imed success 
of Croiset in solving a crime for the police . I f irst give ver­
bat im Pol lack ' s  version . I then give the true and complete ly 
different facts in the cas e ,  as later discovered by Hansel , 
through direct correspondence with those concerned . Pol lack 
writes : 

An  early success in this case I checked in the Para-­
psychology Institute and Dutch police files . On December 
5 ,  1946 a pretty ,  blond , 2 1-year-old girl was returning 
home at S- : 4� p .m. a long a quiet contry road near Wierden , 
Hol land . Suddenly , a man leaped out from behind a stone 
storehouse , and assaulted her , hitt ing her on the neck 
and arms with a hammer . Before he disappeared into the 
dark , she was able to wrench the hammer away from him. 

Pol ice contacted Dr . Tenhaeff 1 who came t o  the stat i on ,  
bringing Gerard Croiset , one o f  �is team ?f par�gn?sts  • . 
Because the g ir l  was in the hosp1tal , Cro1set d1dn t see 
her . Instead he picked up the hammer , his large hand 
squeezing the handle as police watched skept ica l ly .  
Croiset concentrate�: 

»ue is ta:•ll and daiTk , about 30 years old , and pas a 
somewhat deformed left ear , »  said the paragnost . »But 
this hammer doesn ' t  be long to  him. Its owner was a 
man of about 55 whom the criminal  visits often at a 
small white cot tage near her e .  I t  is  one of  a group o f  
three cottages , a l l  the same , »  
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The d'eformed left ear was a key c lue . Severa'! months 
later the pol ice picked un a ta l l ,  dark 29-year-old man 
on another morals charge . His  badly scarred and swollen 
left ear led to quest ioning about the first attack . 
Finally ,  he admitted assaulting the girl with a hammer . 
He said  he had borrowed it from a fr iend who , the police 
discovered , l ived in a white cottage on the edge of  
t own , with two others just  like it  on either side . 

Dr . Tenhaeff ' s  files bulge with such cases . Each is 
documented with a recording or stenographic transcript 
of the pred iction , and with statements confirming its 
accuracy from witnesses and police.  

(This Week , February 26 , 1 96 1 )  

This i s  the end of my quotat ion from Po llack ' s  artic l e .  
I hope you wi l l  now try to  remember , for the next couple of 
minutes , the various details  as he gives them . As soon as the 
art icle apneared , I sent a c opy to Hanse l ,  at �1anchester Uni­
vers ity . Hanse l ,  in turn ,  wrote immediate ly to  the chief of 
police of \Her.den,  Holland , and a lso  to a friend of his on 
the faculty of Utrecht Univers ity.  He received long and 
detailed repl ies from both persons . and I have a copy of each 
r eply . I quote from the letter (written in English) by the chief 
of pol ic e ,  who , it turns out , is also  the mayor ( "burgomaster " } .  

With a great interest and st i l l  greater astonishment , 
I read your letter of March 9th . l low is it possible 
that a simple story can be mut i lated in such a way !  May­
be the answer is simple : when someone des ires to see 
something special , after a certain t ime he will  see it , 
even if it is not there.  

Your letter was directed t o  me , as in Hol land the bur­
gomaster is normal ly also head of the local police ,  and 
so I ' ll try to answer it • • •  When the story began on Decem­
ber 5th , 1946 , I was already burgomaster of the town of 
Wierden , Holland . 

So the young girl , indeed good-looking , l ived with hen 
family in a farm,  about three kilometers from the village 
of W ierde n .  In the evening of the Fifth of December she 
retur ned home on her bicyc le by a sand-road , with a big 
box of cardboard held in  one hand • • •  �eing about 700 me­
t ers from her house she was indeed assaulted by a man.  
He did  not leap from behind a stone st orehous e .  I n  the 
neighborhOod there is not any bui lding to be found . The 
m•n bitted her twice with a hammer on the head , Q21 on 
the neck and arms . 
Then he saw the light of another bicyc l e ,  which was near­
ing , and fled away on his own cyc l e ,  leaving the wounded 
girl with his hammer . The g ir l  was transported to her 
home , and it was Q21 necessary to bring her to a hospital 

The policemen of course did all thei r best to find the 
man , but without a ny results in the beginning . After fe� 
days there c irculated the name of a certain young man ,  
called K .  Who called the name first is  not c lear • • •  It 
seems the name was mentioned because some people had no­
t iced that he had tried to c ommitted or tried to commit 
exhibitional facts • • •  The only spur was the hammer. 
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to find t h e  owner it was ahown behind the vi� .. ef a 
groc w '  s shop in the miclat of Wiertleo, but nobody n-ed 
t o  rec ogniz• i t .  · 

Then after several weeks , perhaps even s ix ,  I r ec e ived 
the visit of an e l�er ly s ort of land l ord , who l ives at a 
country-place , not far from the spot where the assault 
was committed . The family had a g i r l-servant , the s i s ­
ter of t h e  a·t tacked young g ir l ,  a n d  t h i s  girl d id not 
dare t o  r eturn home when she was not guided by the land­
lord . The last was of c ourse rather a nnoyed about these 
trips every eve n i ng and asked me i f  I would a l low him to 
take the hammer to Mr .  Croiset and ask him i nformat i o n .  

S o  happened . I don ' t  know yet who belonged to t he par­
ty which v i s i t ed Mr . Cro iset , then l iv i ng at Enschede . 
A nd unhapp i ly I don ' t  ne ither know i f  the v i s i t  was be­
forehand announced to him . The last thing is in t h i s  
kind o f  matter very important as later t urned out . About 
the hammer C r o i set t old that i t  had been behind a big 
window .  I n  fact i t  had been beh i nd the wi ndow o f  tb• 
groc er . Further that the owner of the hammer or the own� 
er of the window had a d i se&ae of the aerial ways . In­
-deed the grocer has bronchit i s .  

About the performer o f  the as sault h e  t o l d  that be 
l ived in a sma l l  house rather s imilar to the houses of 
the two neighbors , with a s t one wa·l l  behind it . Further 
he told that i t  was a young person , but anybody w i l l  
g ive young m e n  greater chance t o  d o  such s i l ly t h i ng s  
than older men .  Nr . K.  wa s born Dec ember 16th 1 91 9 .  A n d  
the man would have a deformed ear and a r i ng w i t h  a b lue 
st one on i t . The police could do nothing with these c om­
munica t i ons . Mr . K .  had two normal ears a nd when he 
might possess a r ing with a blue s t one in i t , he seeaed 
never to wear i t . So one month after anot her passes o n  
without a ny r esult for the Wierden police . 

Then in the early Spri ngt ime 1 947 Mr . K .  was arrested 
near the t own of A l mer. ( wh ich l ie s  only 5 k i lometers 
fr.om ll'ierden) whi le coa.�i t t i ng the act of exhibi t ion i s m .  
He was tried f o r  several hours by our pol ice and at the 
end he c onfessed . We even yet d on ' t  know who was t he 
owner of the hammer . Th i s  mor n i ng one of my pol i cemen 
asked him , but Mr. K .  refuses to t e l l  us , s o  we suppose 
he had s t o l e n  i t . 

A few months a fter �1r . K .  was condemned 1 I received a 
visit from Mr. Croiset . He begged me t o  wr ite him a let­
ter about the exact facts as Professor Tenhaeff was in­
terested in these� 
I did this mak i ng the cond i t i o n  that never the name of 
W ierden or Mr .  K. should be ment i o ned i n  papers or i n  
public . Unhappi ly , for t he first (and for the las t ) t iae 
i n  my l i fe I d i d  not keep a s econd sample of this letter .  
You can imagine my stupefa c t i on when some t ime later. I 
heard broadcas t i ng i n  my room , just at the moment I en­
tered the f o l lowing words· : A burgomaster i n  the East 
part of our country wr ites us • • •  and there came the story . 

A few years later I was t e leph oned from Paris . bT a 
young lady , belonging ta t he French .... � .  �1.-t , who 
wanted t o  know everyt h i ng about the matte� trom ae . 
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Then Professor Tenhae·ff held a leC"tUI'e at · Almele·, where 
ot course many members of the court of just ice were pre• 
ent and I too . There he· told the story again , ment ioning 
the name of Wierden and arring the f��ets a·s l.f Croiset 
had diaeovered the performer of the crime . I interviewed 
h1• afterwards and begged him to send me a eupy ot my 
wr iting ,  but never reee·ived it and fear he will never 
send it � although he· promised to do s�. 

In 1957 there appeared an artic-le· in a Duteh magazine 
"De Spiege-l" where the history was depicted with still 
more untr.ue colors as in the English magazin•• • •  

I now quote again  from the letter written by a member of  the 
faculty of the University of Utrecht : 

The principal paragnost with whom he (Tenhaeff) works 
is G .  Croiset , a notorious clairvoyant-quack , whose "suc­
cesses " are "verified" by Tenhae·ff . lihen there is an 
adequate committee Croiset fa ils completely . I mention 
only his performances before the Dutch Television on 
June 2 ,  1955 , the German Television on March 1 ,  1955 , 
and in tHe Arnhem pol ice office in Nqvember 1958 , which 
were a complete fiasc o .  I have personally invest igated 
several of his "successful" cases and all turned' out 
to be bogus . 

The story mentioned in your letter to  the superinten­
dent of police at Wierden is known to me . It has been 
published a . o .  by Dr . Tenhaeff , by G .  Croiset (through 
the intermediary of a friend , a newspaper-man ) ,  and by 
G .  Zorab (former secretary of the Dutch Society for 
Psychical Research ) ,  all in somewhat different wording 
and sometimes contradictory . 

The letter then goes on to describe the assault , just as 
the burgomaster had written Hansel.  

Hansel subs�quently transmitted to Pollack all  the facts he 
had thus col lected . Pollack ' s  reply contained the remarkable 
information that he had received some thousand letters concern­
ing his article in This Week , and that Hansel ' s  letter was the 
only one that was critical! It seems to me that this last re­
mark represents perhaps the most significant aspect of the 
entire affair . 

So much for the ability of "psychic" persons to aid police 
in the solution of crimes . 



TBII BOMBARDDR 

The pieees of the alphabet broke into pieces 

like the annihilat ion of a castle 

of colourful blocks The fluttering heart 

flutters like a bird in a baby ' s  hand 

What is he saying 

into tears-

Why does he break 

265 

The water swarms in over the sand 

the castle vanishes 

the bird lies shattered on the hearth 

Will no one pity this desolate shore forever ruined 

No 

Will no one love our mad destroyer 

No one 

UPON BEING FORBIDDEN 
ENl'IUNCII TO .& CASTI..I: 

How ea�ily these stones support 

Their own dead weight . 

The arch rests 

Lightly 

On the darkness beneath . 

When,  as I approach , 

The door is closed on my faee , 

The walls of the enchantment 

Collapse upon me . 

I too prefer a world 

Without speech. 

Never 

--Thomas M. Disch 
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THE FOUR COWS 

4 cows 4 cows 4 cows 4 
1 brown 2 brown 3 brown more 
Standing in a standing in a standing in a field 
Feeling mighty blue , 
Chew chew chew . 

Green field green field green field green 
4 cows 4 cows standing in the ra,in 
3 heads up and one head down 
Feeling mighty glum , 
Chum chum chum. 

4 cows 4 cows standing in the drizzle 
Patter on the back , patter on the muzzle 
No heads up and four heads down 
Lonely and damp . 
Champ champ champ . 

4 cowa 4 cows 4 cows 4 
1 brown 2 brown 3 brown more 
Gray is the sky and green is  the field 
Fee,ling mighty blue . 
Chew chew chew . 

--John Sladek 
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One or the other is becoming the international language . 

They are two not in subtlety 

but in flex. Pbraa .. are English and as 

American tries to imitate, so American freeze& 

paraphrastically. The metaphor of sensory im­

pact is still mine ; I 

can catch the immediate 

window l ight on blue bottles , asps 

under cactus , Turkish 

cywbads �  speaking American ; I 

can ana-ly- them mathematically and emotionally. 

In English ] can only t ie them in 

successful periods . That ' s  dangerous . 

Word must follow word over the world . 

Bottle 

break like suns 

in any meaning. Words 

aa blue brittle l ight--

--Samuel R .  Delany 
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EXHAUST 

I endure a quivering sadness , 
My chest pierced by Tuesday ' s  boredom ; 
Chafed into altered piety upon the Season ' s  crust , 
Secret bones refuse the enormous pass ion ; 
A howl of dungeon ' s  madness 
Within the vault of deserved terror , 
The master ' s  sermon of pure sensat ion 
Illumines youth into atrophied age , 
A dessicated apostle with leaking nostrils 
Dec lares upon the crag of decayed behavior , 

CROWDED C IRCUS 

Jungle teleology in primeval play ; 
A deeper accent than nature ' s  prank , 
Loud array of inevitable guises ; 
Rudimentary patrons in cellular effigy 
Coalescing the pithecoid quest ion ,  
A rosary of virile  images 
Jost les blushing ancestors from fabled c lods . 
Through the noble grace of the instant peasant 
Shines the transfigured medul lary tube dwelling in apes , 

--Bernard B ,  Perlman , M ,D,  
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Depe nds h i s  heart 

on f i ve government c o l umns 

in f ive s tates senseless 

Depends h i s  h eart 

on the v i ne that c l i mbs 

to the f i ngered sku l l  

Depends his heart 

on the l imbs 

that meet beh i nd the eye s 

t o  move the wind 

At the heart of the hour 

at the centre of day 

the c ore of the year 

When a l l  seasons 

enter dependance 

SUNDAY POEN 

where are the trees 

the trees ( no trees ) 
they took to t he ir roots disease 

and t hey d i ed 

where are the l imbs 

the l imbs fe l l  off 

the holes are eyes 

where did I come 

from mother 

the thighs of the t rees 

grew thin and barked 

the i r  shins on the dark 

the sky 

has fal len i n  

the sky i s  a t  

t h e  t o p  of t h e  t rees 

there are 

no trees 

( no ) trees ( no ) 
and what are birds (perched ) 

( perched ) on t h e  l i mb s  

o .f  t h e  s ky 
-- James Cas t l e  
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Part m-:· The i\ K. . 
".t J' 1.fStlC 

Renaissance·:· 
A Surveyof 

F. Orlin TremaineS 
Astoundin_v Stories� 

b£ leland &piro 
SECTION VII - - Mvs t ic i sm and the �techanica l Psycho l ogy  

Here we must observe one of myst icism ' s  less fami l iar con­
comitant s , which can be d·enoted as the mecha nical psyc h o l ogy .  
Thi s  phrase des igna t e s  a n y  theory o f  mind w h i c h  presupposes a 
one-one c orrespondence between a pattern of b ehav i or a nd a spe­
c i f i c  par t of the human bra i n .  

For examp l e , there was Ame l ia Long ' s  " Mi nd Ma s t er "  ( Decem­
ber 1 93 4 ) ,  whose mach i ne can " b l ot out the bra in c e l l s  harbor­
i ng crimina l  impulses " ;  Harl Vincent ' s  "Rex " ( June 1 934 ) , a 
robot which s t ar t s  t o  " t h ink for h imse l f "  as the result of a 
quantum j ump i n  i t s  bra i n ; and S t anton Coblent z '  " Doct or 
de Ka l b '' ( January 1934 ) ,  whose new serum makes it "as s t y l i sh 
t o  cha nge one ' s  chara c t er as t o  d is card last year ' s  coat . "  

These writ ers are gui l t y  o f  mecha nical psychol ogy t hrough 
their unspoken assumpt i o n  that mot ivat ion can be exp lained in 
t erms of even t s  t o  wh ich one can poi n t  -- as �>•i t h  Long ' s  b e ­
l i e f  about " impulses " r e s i d ing in s pec i f i c  bra i n  c e l l s  o r  Vin­
cent ' s  c oncer n i ng the determina t i o n  of i n i t iat ive by a s i ng l e  
e lectron--or by C o b l e nt z '  imp l ic it c ompa r i s o n  o f  the mind t o  
a b lackboard o n  wh ich pers ona l i ty t r a i t s  c a n  b e  wr i t t e n  
and erased . 33 
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The most spectacular app l icat i o n  of mecha nical psychology 
was Harry Bates ' s  "A Mat t er of S i ze , "  wher e i n  a handsome ma l e  
and an ugly femal e  a r e  f i t t ed w i t h  meta l l ic headbands , which 
i n  t ur n  are c onnected to a " c omp l icat ed bat t ery of sc ient i f ic 
apparatus . "  The mechanism is a c t uated for just a n  i ns ta nt , 
f o l l ow i ng which the c ouple " l ooked deeply at each other , and • • •  
k i s s ed each other o n  the mout h . " Such mach i nery , i t  i s  ex­
plained , " is the way we make peopl e  fa l l  in l ove 1vi th each 
other . I t  does something i n  their heads . "  

Now each of the names just c ited was that of a mys t i ca l  
writer . Mes srs . Bates and Vincent we have d i scussed previ ous­
ly; Miss Long ' s  b e l iefs were ind icated most � !ear ly 34 ( i n  a n­
other maga z i ne )  by her myst i c a l  uni f ication of t ime ; 

.whi le �tr . Coblent z '  a t t i t ude was c o nveyed by an overt hos­
t i l it y  t oward s c ie nt i s t� ( "The Green Plague " ) and by a nos­
talgia for Nan ' s  previous ignoranc e ,  as i n  " Mana from Mar s "  
o r  h i s  later G low-worm Fl ower . 3 5  

From these juxtapos i t ions of myst icism a n d  mechanism one 
suspec ts that there i s  s ome c onnexi o n  between them ; and t h i s  
sus p i c i on i s  c onfirmed b y  Kenneth Burke ( A  Grammar of Mot ives , 
289 f f . ) ,  who remarks· that they both entail a 11narr01ving of 
mot iva t i onal c ircumfenence·, "  i . e . , a disc ount i ng of mot ivat i o n  
as a cause f o r  human behavior . 

Thus mechanical psychol ogy descr ibes the human mind by 
t erminology which d e l i berat e ly exc ludes purpose·. In D ianet ics , 
for examp l e , with i t s  ps eudo-e l e c t r i c  vocabulary of " demon 
c ircuits , "  " monitor c e l l s , "  etc . , the bra i n  is c onceived by 
ana l ogy t o  a compu t i ng machine . But a c omput i ng machine i s  
not mot iva t ed : i t  i s  actuated--by t he pre s s ing o f  a but t o n  or 
the inser t i on of an IB�1 card . 

. In mys t ic ism , however , purpose is exc l uded by being made 
omnipresent . For i t  is not unity by i t s e l f  t hat charac t er i s es 
the myst ical doctr i ne , but unity with s ome cosmic purpo s e , 
which assumes the f orm of a Wor ld-Mind or Univer s a l  Intel­
l igence . But if f i na l  resu l t s  are determined by an externa l 
purpose or i nt e l l i gence , then ( regar d less of what happens) one 
always can say , " It was meant to be" or "The gods intended it 
s o . " If events are " fa t e d "  to end i n  a certa i n  way , t he n  one ' s  
persona l  des ires are irre l evant . 

Mechanical psychol ogy , the n , del ibera t e ly e l iminates pur­
pose ; whereas mys t ic ism "arrives at s omewhat the same result 
unintent i o na l l y ,  i n  mak i ng purpose absolut e ,  and thereby • • •  
trans forming it into a fatal it y "  ( ibid . , 291 ) .  

Of c our s e ,  the mechanical psychology need not be stated 
expl ic i t ly :  the author s impl y  can assume a r e l a t i onship between 
a spec ific behavior and a specific cerebra l c omponent , and t he n  
d'epiai:l how a change i n  one i nduces a c orrespondi ng change i n  
the other . 
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A l l  this leads to John Campbel l ,  alias Don A .  Stuart , the 
consistent ly ableat wr iter of the �lystic Renai ssanc e ;  for the 
mechanical psychology was prefigured quite c l early in his very 
ear ly story , "Piracy Preferred" (Amazing Stories , June 1930) , 
where a k leptomaniac is cured by surgical removal of a blood 
c lot from his brain .  I n  his present role as editor o f  the 
one-t ime Astounding Stor ies. Mr �  Campbe l l  has expres-sed opin­
ions which , I think , can just i fiably be  c lassified as mystical , 
so his ear lier stories natural ly invite perusal for more tokens 
of his latter-day mystic ism. 

If the critic reads no further , he might point to  this 
author ' s  "Out of Night " (October 1937 ) 1 which is c limaxed by 
the visitation of Aesir , the embod iment of mankind ' s  co llective 
wil l .  " I  am the b i l l ions you s laughtered at the conquest , "  he 
tells  the §.!!!::!! ruler of mankind 1 " • •. • No force 1 no ray , no thing 
of matter can influence my being • • •  I am Aesir , the pantheon of 
mankind , and mankind itself • • •  " 

But in  a later story , "Cloak of Aesir" ( Harch 1939) , Hr .  
Campbe l l  specifies that this visitor i s  just a n  ordinary human 
being , surrounded by a field of negat ive energy which is gene­
rated by ent irely phys ical methods . 

Another story by this writer 1 "The Escape " Ulay 1935 ) , 
seems the very antithesis of mystic ism. 

Aiea; was • • •  twenty-seven days on the f inal • • •  month of 
her twenty-first year now . Automat ica l ly at twenty one 
she knew the Populat ion Control Commission would call  
her in  t o  " dec ide " what type of  man she should marry . 
And Aies had not the s lightest des ire to have it decided 
for her . What she disliked most was that when they had 
decided , they would , with the a id of the conditioning 
and control d ivis ion , make her decide the same· thing . 
And they ' d  make her like their dec ision. 

Aies Narlan wants to  marry her pre-sent lover , Paul Treray � 
artist ; but she suspect s  that the· Control Commiss ion has select­
ed another man ,  Bruce Randall ,  as her future mate .  Treray , 
also , is unhappy. 

"Science has no conception of humanity • • •  
" • • •  Art is  not sc ienc e .  It is above sc ience . It is 

comprehens ion without knowing • • •  
"Iiea;--they are so  stupid • • •  Playing with l ives , with -

loves and hates , with things they do not know . Only love 
can know what love is f or . "  

The two lovers run away 1 but eventua l ly they are caught , 
and Aies is conditioned �s original ly planned . In  the final 
scene she meets once more the person who was her previous ob­
ject for distaste .  
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A i es rose with a s m i l e  as· Bruce 
came i nt o  her room • • •  

• • •  She looked up at h i m .  Her eyes 
changed f or a moment ; a doubt seemed 
to creep into them . " I  suppose they 
made me feel that way . I suppose I 

don ' t  real ly do--" 
Bruce looked down into her eyes . 

"Does it matter , dear ? All  we seek 
in l i fe is happi ness • • •  Love is the 
greatest happiness in the world • • •  
and so  i f  it  i s ,  does it  matter 
whence it c omes • • •  ? Does it matter 
if it is  because someone else 
thought it  wise or because we devel­
ope� it by associat i on and con­
tacts that were pleasant? 

" • • •  Unfortunately , t i l l  men 
l earned the secret of  condit ioning , 
the head c oul d not rule the heart . 
Does it matter , now that the love 
i s ,  from whence it came? "  

"No , "  said Aies , and s topped 
further d iscuss ion.  

In  the mystica l ly oriented "Ast ound ing" this  triumph of  
sense over sens ibi lity ordinar i ly would be  regarded as some­
thing scandalous -- but our prev ious observat ions indica-te 
that "i!:scape " is merely an extens ion of the bel iefs expres sed 
in such st ories as "Piracy Preferred" and "A  Matter of  S i ze . "  
For the att itudes o f  Mr . Campbe l l ' s  protagonist are depic ted 
as be ing separable--i . e . , capab le of being singled out--from 
the rest of her personal ity and therefore subject to-change 
at the pleasure of the Control C ommiss ion . 

The mechanical na ivet� , of course , l ies not i n  the psychic 
manipulation itse lf--which i s  cons i stent with the present-day 
art of Psychology--hut in the author ' s  assumption that such 
an emot iona l ly charged set of attitudes could be altered with­
out a correspondi ng derangement of a l l  other psychic com­
ponents .  

So the argument i s  that Mr . Campbel l ' s  present-day myst icism 
is correlated with the mechanical psychology , as espoused by 
him not only i n  fict i on proper but in  the ultra-mechanical Dia­
net ics .  Myst icism and the mechanical psychology , then ,  appear 
to be equivalent in th�H>sense that ei t�er one

_ 
can imply a con-

version to  the other . If my suppos 1t ion is  correct then 
Mr. Campbe ll  i l lustrates it ; if  it is not then the mystic ism 
and mechanism combined in  this author.· and in his Astounding 
contemporar ies must be regarded as acc idental . 
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Here � ,  i s  nece �s�r� to s p � c � ! y  whr parapsychol ogy ( and 
L i t v i� ., o J · c  ;.' . CP.mnt; .. '".;· !. l ' .s  b e l i e f Jn it J i s  to be· c a l l e d  
IT'V '' l · �<> l .  ,\ q u i <� k  way L' b ;r i n5 l h ·\ s  s ub j ect into t h e  doma in of 
\ -, � l. \ : . • >: " Cl i s c om· .;t i s  t o  c i t e a phy s i c i s t ' s  remark that 
t. e l :: ;;a t :· ; L: s i gna l s , i f  t hey exi st , must obey the I nverse Square 
law and c a n  travel no faster than the ve loc i t y  of l i ght . �� . 
Campbe l l ' s  answer was that " f or s omebody who ha s never studied 
ES P" this sc ient i s t  ( Dr .  M i l t on Rot hma n ) " s urel? knows a 
l ot ab out what it must and what it c a n ' t  d o " - - 3? but both 
r e s t r i c t ions are .ju stif ie d eas i l y .  ---

The f i r s t  f o l l ows by e l ementary geome t r y .  The surface are·a 
S o f  a sphere var i P s  a s  the s q uare of i t s  radius R; s o  i f  
t <> leoat h i c  " i e:n,. l s  ' or a ny ot her k i nd ) a r e  e m i t t e d f r o m  i t s· 
centre , t h e n  E;s ,. the e nergy impinging on u n i t  ar�a ( i . �t • •  ener­
gy � unit ar ea ; ruu � t  vary as the rec iproca l of s ,  i . e . ,  a s  
t he rec iprocal o f  R s q uared , 

The second restr i c t i on ar i s e s  because the absenc e  of some 
l i m i t i ng ve loc i t y  is not sc ience but ma g i c  ( s ee page 248y;-­
and exper iments t o -date a l l  i nd ic a t e  that t h i s  l im i t i ng ve­
l oc i t y  i s  that of l i ght . 

The myst i c a l  nat ure of " ps i "  is c ompr i s e d  in the Bel i ever ' s  
denia l o f  both res t r i c t i ons : not only are s uc h  s ig na l s  instan­
t aneous but the ir s t r ength is independent of d i stanc e  from the 
transm i t t er . Of c o urse such c la ims c o u l d  b e· " explained " i n  
t erms o f  t h e  fami l iar o c c u l t  u n i f i c a t ion , the universe be ing 
One i n  the sense that every part i s  i n  imme d i a t e  c ontact with 
every ot her part . But rather than invoke the A l l -Soul o f  
Plot i nus or the Blavat s k ia n  !-Know-Not -What t h e  modern n e ­
l i ever ( e . g . , Dr . Rhi ne-) s t a t e·!f· that E S P  o c c u r s  outside t h e  
four d imens i o na l  s pace-t ime c o nt i nuum . We cannot discuss 
the meaning of s uc h  j u s t i f icat ions , s i ne� they have none : 
by d e f i n i t i o n  t he s pa c e -t ime c ont i nuum i nc l udes everyt hing ; 
t heref ore it is s e n s e l e s s  t o  t a l k  of anyt h i ng " ou t s i d e "  i t . 

I n  our previous d i s c u s s i ons about myst i c  uni ficat i ons i n  
t h e  Tre ma i ne " As t ou nd i ng "  w e  not i c e d  that spac e -t ime h a s  a 
struc t ure i n  the s e ns e  of here-t here and b e f ore-a f t er , so our 
c o nc l u s �ons about ES P must be the same a s  for these ear l ier , 
more general ma n i f e s t at i ons of o c c u l t ism . To a s s ume that 
s ig na l s  can b e  r ec e ived in no t ime ( or " b�r-for e "  i n  the sense 
of pr ecogn i t i o n )  is t o  d e ny not j u s t  the p os s i b i l i t y  o f  
s c i e n c e  b u t  the pos s i b i l it y  o f  a n y  rat ional d i scour s e . 

Thus i f  " ps i "  i s  jus t i f i ed by o lder methods it is mys t ical 
in the s e ns e  of the One ; if i t  r�c e i v e s  modern just i f i ca t i on 
it i s  mys t i c a l  in the sense· o f  b e i ng i nc omprehens i b le. 
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SECTION V I I I  -- Some Less Pleasant Topics 

Assoc iated with the mechanical psycho logy is  the 
" influenc ing machine" story , where mot ivat ion is furni shed 
by a mechanica l apparatus or some other ext ernal  agency .  
Typical was Raymond Ga llun ' s  "Godson of Almarlu"  (Oct . , l936 ) ,  
in which financ ier Jeff Scanlon , with no pr ior scient i fic 
training , des igns a power generator , capable  of supplyi ng 
limit less  energy to " every one in the world . "  It fina l ly is  
revea led that Scanlon ' s  acti ons were determined not by him­
self , but by the planet Almarlu , whose res idents had con­
struc ted a machine to implant fixat ions in the minds of cer­
tain Terrestr ia ls . 

" Before the ir wor l d  broke up to form the asteroids , 
the people of Almarlu devised a machine which • • •  through 
the ages would now and then inf luence terrestrial life , 
guid ing it and protect ing it • • •  

" I ' m  one of  the tools of  Almarlu as maybe • • •  chaps 
such as Past eur and Ed ison were • • •  Certain  things· were 
implanted in  my mind wheri I was a baby ; they came to 
the fore when it was t ime . "  

A simi lar machine i s  conceived i n  Arthur J .  Burke ' s  Golden 
Horseshoe (Nov . 1937 ) ,  whose C leve Tatum , listening to t� 
profundities ut tered by a stupid tour ist at Yellowstone Park , 
conc ludes that they must have been implanted in his mind. 38 

• • •  Out of  the mouths of fools and tourists!  • • •  C leve 
Tatum bel ieved in telepathy , in  fact in  suvertelepathy , 
by which he explained the strange inspirat1ons that 
come , somet imes , to men of genius , apparently from 
outside . 

In a similar fashion one also  can expla in the strange in­
spirations that come , somet imes , to lunatics , apparent ly from 
outside . As expla ined by Arthur Cox , the insane person " i s  
unwill i ng to  accept certain • • •  impulses a s  being h i s  own , so  
he  interprets them aso originating from outs ide himself .  To 
just ify this idea he invents stories o� d iabolical machines 
and s i nister influences . "  39 

To quote another writer , 
The schizophrenic influencing machine is a machine of 

myst ical nature . The pat ients are able t o  give only 
vague hints  of its construct ion • 

• • •  It produces • • •  thought S' and feelings by means 
phys ics is inadequate to explain.  In such cases , the 
machine is often cal led a "suggest ion-!!pparatus . "  

• • •  Clinica l psychiatry expla ins the symptom of the 
influencing machine as analogous to the ideas of per­
secut ion in paranoia , which the patient invents in or­
der to just ify his delusions of grandeur . 40 

I n  recent times such paranoia received its most frighten­
ing exempl ificat ion in the Shaver Mystery and s imilar feel­
ings are not ent irely absent among the relat ively sane follow­
ers of occult doctrine . 
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For , as noted by Kenneth Burke (.2J!. c it . ) a persecution 
complex enables the occultist to  strengthen his feelings 
of oneness , the wor ld being conce ived as " one " in the 
sense that it is united against him and against the ac ­
ceptance of his unorthodox ideas . 

Scient ists, often are· conc eived by the occult person a� 
organised int o  c liques , analogous to  his own esoteric soci­
eties , which persecute anybody whose theory differs from the 
official dogma . 

On occasions , it is conceded , a sc ientist � perceive 
the trut h ,  but then he must expect disciplinary action from 
his colleagues . Iii tness , for example , the case of Ronald 
Bogelman,  in Warner van Lorne ' s  "Foll01• the Rocket Trail , "  
whose "radical ideas " cause his expulsion from the Internat ion­
al Society for Scientific Research . "  4 1 

Still  more undignified is the fate of Professor Conway , 
in R .  deWitt Mil ler ' s  "The Shapes" (Feb . 1936 ) ,  who c laims 
that the stars are much closer to Earth than the "many bil­
lions of miles"  calculated by astronomers . "Somebody miscal­
culated at the beginning " he tells  the scept ical Professor 
Blevins , "and the whole damn bunch of  you have been swearing 
to it ever s ince • • •  " 

To: prove his thes is Conway leads the sc ient ist to a lake­
-side c liff� t o  witness the rescue of a lost interstellar ex­
pedit ion.  There is a s ound emanating from the water , then a 
sequence of over-s ized bubbles . "Those shapes aren ' t  of this 
wor ld , "  explains Conway , "They belong in  a world of pressure , 
terrible pressure which forced them t o  become pl iable , nebu­
lous • • •  They stay down there in the lake , so the pressure of 
• • •  tons· of water will  keep them from exploding . "  

There follows a shrieking crescendo , as something resem­
bling a bal l  of fire hits the lake . "They ' ve come for them , "  
Conway shouts ,  " • • •  Five hundred years they ' ve waited • • •  hoping 
that s ome day they could leave this unfa-miliar Earth where 
they were stranded when their space ship broke down . "  

Sec onds later , there i s  another outburst , i n  the 
opposite direction�  

"They ' ve gone , "  Conway screamed.  
He  staggered . The shove wa·s utterly unexpected • • •  

He had no chance to  • • •  regain his balance . 
His  body toppled over the edge of the rock wall  • • •  

The churning water played a moment with the limp form , 
then sucked it out into the lake . 

Profess-or Albert Blevins stood mot ionless • • •  He mut­
t ered to himself • • •  "Science has explained everything • •  w 
Nothing must shake it , nothing --"' 

Persecut ion , therefore , is not necessari ly accomplished by 
diabolical machinery ; since the occultist also is end.angeredi 
because of the secret knowledge he thinks he poss·esses . 42 
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SECTION IX 

277 
Ob_ ,i �.£t i o ns and C o n c l n s i o n s  

With r e s r e c  t t o  �ies sers Ga  l lun 
and B i nd er let  us put the Quest i on 
once more . Godson , of  course , was 
patentl y  absurd , s i nce  a machine 
capab le of such foresight is little  
short of  Omnisc ience itself ; but 
worse than this , the story was te­
dious . Part of  the blame can be 
attached to Ga llun ' s  part icular 
theme ; s i nce insofar as a man ' s  ac­
t i ons are " influenced"  they repre­
sent mot ions of a puppet rather 
than vol it ions o f  a human being - ­
and henc e are without interest . 43 
Nevertheless , a capable wr iter � 
compos�4qn acceptable story on this 
topic , and Gal lun possessed 
unquest ionab le literary competence 1 as shown , e . g . , in  his "Davy Jones 
Locker , "  with its skilful rend ition 
of  a lien patterns of  thought . 

We therefore assume that Gal lun ' s  frequent lapses in 
literary technique were simply an effect of  his rapid speed 
of composit ion -- and that these· laps-es were detectable 
even by the relat ively insensit ive readers of  "Astounding'; 
as in the complaint (about "Son of Old Faithful" ) that " it 
wasn ' t  written we l l  -- j ust plain everyday sentences . "4s-

Next we consider an early contribut ion of Ott o  Binder , the 
darkly myst ical "Ships that Come Back" ( November 1935 )  .. 

Ostensibly ,  S�fps is  just another "epic of  the spaceways , "  
a narrat ive of mu 1ny and death on board the space-freighter 
Edison.  In the opening sc·ene , First Officer Sorrel raises him­
serr:-bruised and shaken 1 from the floor of the control room , 
where he has been lying ror an undetermined t ime ; then he as­
sists the dazed Captain Robey , who is  in  a s imilar condition.  

It quickly transpires that all crew members have been 
knocked unconscious and that the Edison is  nearly fifty million 
miles off course .  Robey surmisesthiita " tenner" -- space ter­
minology for a large meteor -- has grazed the shi p ,  a lthough 
this does not explain  why everybody on board has been uncon­
scious for approximately sevente.en hours . 

Inspect ing the craf t , Sorrel finds that the emergency fuel 
tank has been ripped apart by " some inexpl icable force , "  but 
that otherwise the Edison is  ship-shape.  
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"Rel ief to hear that, " said Robey • • •  k'hat's  your 
theory, �1r. Sorrel ? "  

" I  cfon ' t  know sir, " said Sorrel noncommittally. 
"Wel l ,  what could it have been?" 
" • • •  It ' s  my opinion, sir that ther� are things in 

space--mysterious forces
! 

f adt;bt say--that no one knows 
anything about , • •  I '  11 te 1 you sir, what makes me ques­
t ion grazing a tenner • •  ,Any contact with a meteor that 
big at our speed , , ,would not simply bump us off course.  
More likely, sir ,  it would bash in at least one hull 
plate· • •  ,The hull, though, is undamaged • • •  Also , Liska is 
a triple-A pilot ; be just doesn't let tenners get c loose·, " 

Robey ' s face clouded .. "Sticking up for · him, eh? Think 
mayb� I ' m  too har d ;- Sorrer, you talk too much. You ' re 
to obey orders, not air your pet theories. " 

Aside from a reference to a "mysterious force, probably 
emenat ing from that meteor " � .  Binder does not elucidate the 
cause of damage--and this ambiguity was � source of difficulty 
to at least one reader who, while (right ly) pra·ising the st ory, 
complained that " • • •  I would have liked it better had the 
myster ious force been explained a little . 46 

But one cannot explain the unexplainable: it is Officer 
Sorrel, with his talk about "mysterious forces , • •  that no one 
knows anything about "--and which, it is implied, no one can 
know anything about--who art iculate-A most clearly the myStical 
frame of mind found so often in Orlin Tremaine ' s  magazine .  

Having indicated these examples o f  mysticism, we next must 
ask what non-myst ical writers were pers istent contributors to 
"�toundiilgTs " success ?  I .E .,  if we· exclude- the works or John 
Campbel l  and ' Harry Bates! 

plus C .L .  Moore' s· remarkable "Bright 
lllusion"--with its impl ed non-material essences--what is 
there to  be praised from more rat ionally-minded authorS'? 

Tbe most original stylist of' "Astounding ' s "  younge:rr writerS' 
was David Daniels, whose Way of the Earth was

_
inspired

_
by current 

scient ific fairY; tales (of John �earn, e . g . l and the e�rly Donald 
Wandrei ),  a des1gnat ion which ar1sW9· not on y from the1r �ver­
s implified characters but from their atmosphere of sc ient1fic 
naivete in which praatically anything was possible , By contras-t, 
Dan iel s '  story was a consciously wrought fa·iry tale, written in 
the · guise of a science fict ion story, and s·o exemplified the 
difference between crea-tive- and semi-automatic writ ing .

_ 
Cited earlier was Stanley Weinbaum ' s  Lotus Eaters, with 

its example of rat ionality per!ffinified ; equally good wa� his , Adapt ive· Ult imate, with its solut ion of the insoluble b1olog1c­
al problem : how to neutralise an organism which is immune t o  
literallY anything? Weinbaum ' s  originality is attested not just 
by his many imitators in the Thirt ies--John Fearn, Arthur Barne� 
Eric Russell , Raymond Gallun--but his derivat ives even in the 
present age·. 47 
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There was Howard Wandrei ' s- "The God Box, " des ignation of a 
camera-sized apparatus, with control knobs carved in the shape 
of Egypt ian deit ies, which can transport objects  within its  
focus to any desired place. Its finder, archaeologist Paul Pense 
(who starts to burn incense in his room and now imagines him­
self as an Egypt ian prie·st ) has "romantic" not ions about a trip 
to the end o·f the universe ; but these are scrut inised via the 
ironical common-sense· of his partner, Graham Thorn, engineer-­
with such opposition giving the clearest explicit dist inct ion 
in Astounding Stories between myst icism and rationality. 

In the next issue, "The Wal l "  by this same author provided 
a second variat ion on mechanical wonders--as opposed to the 
"thought-var i11nt " emphasis ( " Inflexure �" "Sid·ewiae in Time" ) on 
strange natural phenomena�-while his "Time Haven, " several 

- months laten , gave the ult imat e variat ion o-f the "John Jones' 
Dollar " theme·, whereby a small investment grows, via compound 
interest, to an astronomical sum . Howard Wandrei ' s  short stories 
were frequently the best i'n the magazine ? partially because they 
lacked the diffus• grandiosity of more h1ghly praised works 
by his brother· Donald . 

Finally � if the non-mysti� c ircle is completed via "The Sha­
dow out of Time, " by the ultra-rat ionalist H . P .  Lovecraft, we 
find exact ly four creat ive writer s .  This- is apparent ly twice 
the number of our original myst ic duo--but within eighteen month� 
all exc�pt one from this quartet had expired, and the init ially 
promising writers· failed to  take their places . Binder ' s  st ory, 
e �g ., was followed by a rapid descent, the author touching bot­
tom with "Queen of the Skies" and its suave, sneering villain; 
while Clifton Kruse, after two conscientiously wr itten insect 
stories-, "Dr . Lu-Mie " and "Osa the Ki ller, " did "Fract ional Ego" 
plus chauvinistic tales about "Don Kelz of the I . s . P . "--which 
even the readers of "Astoundlng" found objectionable . 

Indeed, of all  Tremaine ' s  early contribut ors--in the occult 
party or out--only John Campbel l  stayed alive in the sense of 
cont inuing to write whi le maintatning his former standards . The' 
capabre writers either died in the l iterary sense (otto Binder, 
Raymond Gallun Cl ifton Kruse ) ,  died in the literal sense (David 
Daniels, H . P. Lovecraft, Stanley Weinbaum),  or ceased--at least 
temporari ly--to write in this4-afield (Harry Bates, Frank Kelly, 
C .L .  Moore, Howard Wandrei ) .  Campbe ll ' s  art istic integrity, 
therefore, was almost the only fact of positive importance 
during Tremaine '· s rast two years of editorial tenure . 

From our present vantage, Mr .  Campbell ' s  works serve as vir­
tual "touchstones '' for the Astounding story, because most of 
his themes a�so were treated by lesser writers . 49 The theme of 
Worlds· within Worlds- is discussed elsewhere --the standard 
being Campbe l l ''s "At omic Power, " the other stot'y being Donald 
Wandr8'i 1 s "Colossus· . " As· an exercise the reader can compare 
"Dead Knowledge" and "The Whisperers·a by these same respective 
authors (their common theme : Microscopic Intelligence ) ;  he also 
will find it instruct ive to  examine the theme of Human Degenera­
cy, as conveyed in Campbell ' s  "The· Machine" and Nat Schachner ' s  
"Orb of Probability . "  

I n  the present context, however, the most relevant example 
is John Chris-topher ' s  "Noon ' s  Repose" ( Infinity Science Fiction, 
�pril 1 957 ),  which one critic summarises thus : 
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Christopher tries his hand at a eugenic society wher� 
"cupids "' condition love· between unwilling couples .  In 
the end ,  a cupid succeeds in uniting the couple , but 
fails to overcom� the sanct ity of true-love-by-accident . 
If you have never read Campbell ' s  "The Escape , "  look it 
up to see what can really be done with this basic ide�.50 

In Mr .  Christopher ' s  story the conditioning apparatus is 
frustrated by an unknowable something within a human female·; the 
author ' s  general theme , the inadequacy of mechanistic sc�enc�, therefore is related to  the not ion, discussed previously , tha� 
intelligence is somehow "not enough . "  Such concepts preclude 
l iterary excellence not because of their myst ical a·ssociat ions 
--which for p�esent purposes can be regarded as accidental--
but because they are c liches 1 which instead· of r·epl!-esenting thtr 
author ' s  own thinking exemplify percepts acquired ready-made 
from parents ,  moral teachers , and popular entertainers .  "Noon' S' 
Repose"  is  inferior because unlike Campbell ' s  story, it trans­
fers the current morality wlthout examining it , the author ' s  in­
tent being "not to analyze the ethics but to exploit the sent iment:: 

It is noteworthy that despite their lack of conceptual thought , 
stories with a "moral "  similar to ChrisfOPiier ' s ,  e .g .  "Before 
Earth Came , "  "The Isotope Men , " sometimes were denoted as "thought 
variants-. "  In ac sense , the pr�nting of such fiction was a neces­
sity : during the middle Thirties there still existed relat ively 
few capable science-fiction writer s ,  so that Tremaine , like most 
other editors , was obliged to buy certa�n works which he knew to 
be inferior : he s imply could not omit (say ) twenty pages in a 
given issue � with the explanation that on that occasion there· was 
not enough ' quality" writing to fill the magazine . 

So I conjecture �hat Mr .  Tremaine denoted certain works as 
"thought-variants "  for the same reason that the chef mashes to­
gether the week ' s  left-overs , designate-s them by the collect ive 
t it le of " salisbury steak , "  and serves them as the day ' s  Blue 
Plate Special .  A restaurant which pledges itself to feature 
something different each day occasionally must designate a com­
mon item with a- new t itle ; and by a similar commitment , , the 
editor of Astounding Stories was obliged t o51deaignate· at 1!east 
one i tern per month as a "thought-variant . "  -

Only the mediocre or inept wr iter is praised for his " ideas " ; 
indeed , such a writer � be praised for nothing else . In the 
words of Tremaine·' s successor ( i . e . ,  Campbell himself ) :  

• • •  all men may be created free , but they are not created 
equal .  Some are good writers , and some merely have ideas . 

( " Writing , "  Ad Astra , I ( 1940) ,. 4 . ) 
That inferior writers did receive editorial prai se for their 

"thought-variants"  was a Sign of Tremaine ' s  journaiistic talent , 
through which he turned a· deficiency into an asset and simul­
taneously accomplished (see page 169) the subtlest d'eception 
in the history of pulp magazines . 

"Thought-variants , "  while usually lacking spec ifically mysti­
cal notions , did exhibit the diffuse banality so characteristic 
of occult writingK--and such embroidered nothingness was used by 
the editor to sell  his magazine . My previous argument--about my� 
ticism being an asset only when it represented) a particular sen­
sibility--now must be modified , for sometimes the externals of 
�ysticism ( facile interpretations or oneness or cosmic resonance )  
tere parleyed into a-ssets--of the strictly financial variety . 
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In any case , such pseudo-myst ical tales were in the l iterary 
sense acc idental , s ince they represented no fixed editorial  
policy ; many of  them , I think , would have been re.i ected ha d they 
been submitted during the l i fetime of  "Astound ing ' s " more con­
scient ious authors . Certainly Trema ine himself was concerned 
with more than just the externa ls of mysticism , his predilec­
tions showing c lear ly in his own story , "The Upper Level Road"  
(printed under the  name Warner van Lorne ) .  One might object 
that on its own basic premise , the now fami liar "alter nate"  
world tangent to  ours , the st ory fol lows no  consistent scheme-­
for there is a mediaeval castle in  this sec ond cont inuum but 
neither· mediaeval people nor their descendents--however a s imi­
lar lapse of coherence is required for the egress itself , since  
the voyager cannot cross into the new space unless he  is men­
tally dissoc iated from our own ,  as when his consc iousness ,  at 
the crucial instant , lies between wakefu lness and dream.  In  his 
rendit ion of such indeterminacy Tremaine exhibited a mystic  
deftness not equa l led since C .L . Moore!s "Bright Illusion"--
nor again unt i l  her "There Sha l l  Be D�rkness "  some years later 
--and it is in such evocat ion of mystery that the special talent 
of the occult mentality appears to  reside . 

I conc lude , then , that mysticism  in its external aspeets 
played a role ( i f  only by default)  in the f inanc ial success of 
Tremaine ' s magazine , while  as a part icular t ype of sensibility 
it was important through be ing possessed by two major writers 
and by the editor . For·, despite his conces sions to  the more 
sordid aspects of occult doctrine , Orlin Tremaine showed a 
unique literary disc�rnment--a discernment whereby sc ience fic­
tion could evolve from a didactic  exercise into a form of art .  

FOOTNOTES 
33 ) Mechanical should  not be confused with mechanist ic 

psycho logy . If , e . g . , somebody c laims that motivation is ex­
plicable in  terms of relat ionships between neural gradient s ,  
then his reasoning is mechanistic ; but he would be guilty of 
mechanical psychology only if  he assumes a one-one corres­
pondence like those c ited above·. 

34 ) See Amelia Long ' s  "Just ice in Time , "· Stardust , May 1 940 : 
" ' Since  all  t ime is coexistent , '  he said

l 
1there is no such 

thing as past ,. present , or future . ' " ( p. 2') 

35) Cf . John Carroll '·s remark about this story in the Septem­
ber 1936 "Brass Tacks " (p . 157 ) : " It has the taint of cheap 
mysticism and a definite anti-progress mora l . "  

36)  Under the Newtonian world-view , mechanism leads to  pur­
pose ; for if the universe is regarded as a gigantic clock-work 
mechanism,  then one infers consc ious design on the part af 
its Maker . 

37 ) · Milton Rothman' s  statement appeared in the eighth SFWA 
Bulleti n  (September 1 966 1 p . 7 )  and John Campbe l l ' s  answer in 
the next issue (November 1966 , p . 10) . 

38 ) Another occult be'lief is tha·t man has t o  be "given" intel­
ligence by something or somebody , just as his big inspirations 
must be "given" to  him from the outside . See Eric Russell ' s  
"Mana " Dec·ember 1 937 , which depicts ants being endowed with 
intel ligence by the l'ast human being : "Sat isfact ion shone upon 
his features while he studied a group of insects laborious ly 
urging out the midget cart • • •  He swung an arm in a sweep embrac­
ing the • • •  cosmos . "Even a·s it was given to us , by those whom we 
could never know , I give it to  those who can never know man . ' • 
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FOOTNOTES (cont inued ) 
39)  "Fantast ic Fict ion , "  Science Fiction Advert iser , 

�,all  1953 , 7-8 . 
40) Victor Tausk, "On the Origin of the ' Influence Machine ' " 

Psychoanalytic Quarterlr ( 1 953 ) ,  quoted by G .  Legman, Neurot ica, 
Spring 195 , 38-9. 

4 1 )  Also see the time-theorist of Eric F .  Russell ' s  and L.T.  
Johnson ' s  "Seekers o1'  Tomorrow" (July 1937 ) 1  who " l ike many 
other geniuses • • •  died discredited by his contemporaries because 
he had asaerted that it would be • • •  possible to travel in t ime . .. 

42 ) These· uglier aspects of mystic ism were never exhibited in 
the fict ion of John w .  Campbell--nor would they be displayed by 
any sc ientifically trained person, since the scientists ' exchange 
of data is incompat ible  witti the occultist ' s  desire for s·ecrecy. 

43 ) An object ion might be that the " influencing" of Scanlon 
is not revealed unt i l  the very end . But with Gal lun ' s  mechanical 
writing and the lack of mot ivat ion anywhere in the story, the 
revelation might as well  have occurred at the beginning . 

44 ) See Eric Russe l l ' s  Sinister Barrier and Robert Heinlein'' s 
The PUppet Master�. 

45) Robert Hood , Jr . ,  letter in "Brass Tacks , "  Sept , 193S,  153. 
46 ) J.J .  Johnson, "Brass Tacks , "' Febuary 1936 , 155. 
47) See Jim Blish , Skrhook , Winter 19S2-3 , P. 34 : �As for 

' Pest ' . .. . by Randall Garrett and Lou Tabakow , with its cuddly 
animals with the telepathic ear�,  nausea is not enough. I can· 
only suggest that both authors • • •  be piled in the middle of the 
floor and set fire t o .  The man who should apply the match is 
Stanley G. Weinbaum. "  

48 ) This aeems-- to  be contnadicted by the appearance in the 
November 1936 "Astound'ing"'of Howard Wandrei ' s "Macklin ' s Little 
Friend . "  But the subject-matter of this story leads one to be­
lieve that it was a-. rejection from Weird Tal es- instead of some­
thing origina-l ly submitted to Tremaine's magazine--a conjecrture 
verified by Donald Wollheim in tlie July 1936 Phantagraph (p .3 ) ,  
according t o  whom "Howard Wandrei • • •  says that he is no longer 
writ ing science fiction . "  

4 9 )  "Te-chnique a s  Creat ion , "  Inside-Sc ience-Fict ion (new 
series ) ,  I ( 1962 ) .  

50) Lester del Rey , Sc ience Fiction Forum , I ( 1957 ) ,  24 . 
5 1 ): Replying to· a letter in the December 1935 issue (p . 1S7) , 

Tremaine· said that "We try for 1 T .v .. a month . "  There were 
twenty four thought-variants·,. of which exact ly hatl.f were written 
by the unspeakable trio Nat Schachner (5 ) ,  J .R .  Fearn (4 ) ,  
and Warner van Lorne ( 3 J . Looking the other way , we ca·n list thf 
stylists- of this period a's John Campbel l ,  C . L .  Moore , and H . P. 
LovecraCt--and acceptable work always was submitted by Harry 
Bates , Frank Kelly.t Howard Wandrei ,  and the short-lived pair , 
David Daniels and �tanley Weinbaum. No story by any of these 
last eight writers ever was labelled as a "thought-variant . "  
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POST MORTEM 

A separate note is necessary for Dona l d  Wandre i ,  whose loos­
er s t ories presupposed a univers e  absolut e ly saturated with oe­
cult c orrespondenc e s  and who often showed expl i c i t interest in 
myst i c i s m .  See , e . g  • . , h i s  allusion (" Earth Minu s '? t o  the anc-ient 
" myst ic.al doctr i n e ·" and his description of the dying "Colos sua,. 
heroine , whose eyes became glazed " with some t h i ng only a myst ic 
could int erpret . "  See a l s o  the scientist of " Infinity Zer o , "  
who appears to have "achieved the mythical wisdom of the age• . " 

(The word " mythicaJ. , "  which I cannot understand in t h i s  con­
text , is perhaps a. typeset t er ' s  subst itut i o n  for the author ' s  
"myst i ca l , "  w i th a s im i lar explanat ion applying , perhaps , t o  
the passage quoted o n  page 86

f 
where Plot inus ' mys t i c a l  asc ent 

.to Beauty (Ennaeds , I , 6 and V 9 9 )  is attr ibuted t o  Plat o . )  
But the mys t ic sens i b i l i t y  cannot b e  a s c er t a i ned b y  search­

ing for d irect expr e s s i ons of the mys t ical doctrine . As noted 
ear l i er ,  the myst ically sensit ive person i s  one who perc e ives 
correspondences between object � of percept i o n ,  and here I must 
state dogma t ic a l ly that in �1r . D .  Wandre i ' s  wr i t i ng no such 
correspondence exis t s --that his mys t ic i sm r�resent s s omething 
del iberately acquired rather than something intrinsically per­
ceived . 

(For deta i l s  �e--in addi t i o n  t o  the ar t ic l e  c i t ed above 
in F . N . 49 ) -- " A  Mat t er of Judgement , "  Hiafan f/!7 ,  in which 
Howard' Wandre i  1 s "The Other " is compared t o  Dona l d  Wandre i '  s 
s t ory , " Murray ' s  Light . " )  

I n  just ice t o  Dona l d  Wandrei I should at least not e that 
be s t i l l  d i splayed a range of awareness wider than that of the· 
less interested pseud o-mys t ic s·. See , for exampl e , his treat­
ment of the " Faust ian" theme (pp . 8 1-83 ) 1  whi le the s c i ent ist 
may be dest royed , the reader i s  not given t o  b e l i eve that the 
search for knowledge i s  wicked , but that it i s  d e s irable . To 
quote a. savant from " Earth Minus , " " i t  is better t hat the mind 
seek knowledge and die than to h.e fa l l ow and l i ve . " 

advert isement adver t i sement 
THE CENTRAL OHIO SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY , INC . 

C0S IGN ,  the otfic ial organ of C�SPS , started w i t h  the July 
1966 i s sue and has pub l i shed o n  a monthly schedule s i nce then. 
It averages over 30 pages an issue . 

qlsFS a l's o serves as a· c ommon meet i ng ground for central 
Ohio fan s . We hold weekly soc ial meet i ngs--which are comb i ned 
bull sess i ons and p·ar t ies --at one of the member·' s home s .  The 
formal meet ings', onc e a month at the public l ibrar y , are 
reserved for Soc i e t y  busine s s . 

Membership i s· open to anybody over Ul y-rs old who i s· 
interes-ted in s·cience f i c t i on and suppor t s· the purpose-s of 
our Soc iet y .  Full membership , which inc ludes ai l vot i ng ancf 
office hold ing pr iv i l eges , is S5 per year ; a s s oc iate member­
ship , which ent i t le s  you t o·· a year ' s  subscription t o  CjiiS IG N ,  
i s  S2 . 50 . 

Address inquir ie� t o  the Secret ary : Laurence Smi t h ,  
216 E .  T ibet Road , C o lumbus , Ohi o  43202 . 
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HEINLEIN 
IN DIMENSION 

Part Y • Content-

b.r Alexei PaMhirL 
1 .  "-nilll5 

Almost any story has an obvious surface- meaning revea led 
in acc1; ion . Hamlet , .. for instance , is a prince whose unc le· has 
him murde-red when the uncle  discover� that his crimes have 
been found out , exce,>t that Hamlet is !rille to take all the 
bad guys with him when he goes·. Beneath the surf"ace of Hamlet , 
however , IUfe other. meanings , both ove-rt and hidden , and If""Tij"'" 
these that give the story and other complex fict ion more in­
terest for a read·er than , say , is  held by a· Nancy Drew thriller 

· er the Bobbs�y Twins . These addit ional meanings il luminate 
the obvious surf"ace .  The bodies on the stage at the end of · 
Hamlet are more than just a way of keeping score so that the 
spectator can see which side came out ahead . 

Meaning that was consciously intended by the writer general­
ly is  accessible on one reading.  A character named Grallgrind 
points a direction.  So  does the colour of a white whale. Un­
consci ous meaning , however , is more difficult . The only method 
of arr iving at it that I know is through those symbols a·nd ideas 
that a· writer chooses to keep repeating .  

I n  this chapter , my intention is  t o  discuss two repeated 
Heinlein themes and a repeated character and then to  tie them 
t ogether . The themes are l iberty and libertarianism, and the 
unreal ity of the wor l d .  The charact er is the Heinlein lndivi._ 
ual .  I mean t o  discuss each of these at some length and then 
to  show that t ogether they make up a strai n  of emot ional solip­
s ism that ao thoroughly permeates Heinle in ' s  fict ion that I am 
left no choice but t o  believe that it is one aspect of the 
man himsel f .  
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2 .  L i berty 

From the very beginn i ng of his wr i t i ng career , l iberty has 
been a favour ite H e i nl e i n  sub j ect . If Thi s  Goes On , H e i n l e i n ' s  
first nove l , i s  about a revolut i on fought against an author i ­
tar ian government . H e i n l e i n ' s  sec ond nove l , S ixth C olumn , i s  
about a revolut i o n  aga inst a n  author itarian i nvad er . Heinlein 
has wr itten other nove ls about c o lonies winn i ng their freedom 
and about war!f fought t o  def'end freedom aga inst implacabl e  i n­
vaders . The theme is a constant one . 

Beyond thi s , however , H e i n l e i n ' s  stories are f i l led with 
strongly worded statements i n  favour of free-whe e l i ng ,  far­
-reaching personal freedom : 

" Requiem w :  " ' It ' s  nei ther your bus i nes s ,  nor t he bus i n e s s  
o f  this damn paterna l i s t i c  government , t o  t e l l  a m a n  n o t  t o  
risk his l i fe d o i ng what h e  rea l ly want s t o  do . ' "  

Beyond This Hor i zon : " ' The pr ivate l ife a nd free act i o n  of 
every i ndividual must b e  scrupulously respected . ' "  

The· Puppet Mas t ers : ·  "The pri c e  of freedom i s  the w i l l i ng­
nes-s to do s udd e n  battle ,  anywhere , any t ime a n d  with utt er 
reckl essness . "  

Most Heinlein stories y i e l d  s im i lar statements--in h i s  ear• 
ly stories i n  the statements of h i s  characters ; i n  h i s  recent 
fiction in b l unt , l ike-it-or- lump-it editorial opi ni o n .  As can 
be seen fron the quotes given above , H e i n l e i n ' s  i dea of what 
l i berty amounts to is wol f i sh and thorough-goli.n g .  To a cert a i n  
extent Heinlein has a l ways b e e n  a �  war with himself a s  t o  which 
a•pect of his l ibertar i a n i sm would predominate . One example ,  
part icularly i nt erest i ng for the manner i n  which H e i n l e i n  r e­
versed himself , can be found i n  If Thi s  Goes On . 

In the origina l  ver s i on of the s t or y ,  the narrator wri t e s  
as fol l ows : 

If. we could capture New Jerusal e m ,  there would then 
b e  t ime and opportunity to change the psychol ogical c on­
d i t ioning of t he people a md make t hem aware that they 
really had been saved from a tyranny which bad ruled by 
keepi ng them in ignoranc e ,  their m i nds chained . 

The . plan c onc oc t ed by C o lonel Novak and Zebediah pro­
vidri for readjus t i ng the people t o  freedom of thought 
and freedom of act i o n .  They planne d  nothing l e s s  t han 
mas s  reor ienta t i o n  under hypnosi s .  The t echnique was 
s impl& , as s imple as works of genius usua l ly are . They 
had prepared a f i l m  which was a mixture of h i s t ory , 
theological c r i t i c i sm

i 
s i mple cour s e  i n  general s c i e nce', 

expo s i t i on of the phi os ophy of the scientific v iewpo i nt 
and frame of mfnd • and so forth . Taken c onsc i ous l y ,  i t  
was too much t o  s oa k  up i n  o n e  dose , b u t  t h e y  p lanned 
to use it on s ub j e c t s· in a state of l ight hypno s i s . 

Her e , of cour s e , the wol f i shness pred ominates--like Deac:o n  
�shrat of Plg? who means to have peace even if he has to ram 
t down peop e s b l oodthirsty throa t s , H e i n l e i n ' s  people are 
l i ng t o  dispense l iberty even i f  they have t o  bra inwash people 
1to accept i ng it . 
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I n  the r evised and expanded ver s ion o f  the s t ory , however , 
H e in l e i n  brings a l l  his heavy guns to bear on h i s  former posi­
t i o n  and destroys it c omp l e t e l y .  The movie is s t i l l  present 
in the s t ory in an even more convinc ing and overwh elming f orm 
but this t ime around Novak and Zeb Jones , both sympat hetic 
charac t er s , are not r espons i b l e  for it . In this version , it 
1vas put t ogether by an unsympathet ic , eager-beaver under ling 
aga inst Novak ' s  r e c ommendat ion . H e i n l e i n  intensi f ies the ori­
g i na l  s i t ua t i o n  by having the eager-beaver say happ i l y ,  

"This f i lm , used with t h e  preparatory t echnique and 
p o s s ibly i n  s ome cases with a l i ght d o s e  of one o f  the 
hypnotic drugs' , can be depended o n  to pr oduce an op­
t imum p o l i t ical t emperament i n  83% o f  the popu lac e . "  

But Heinlein t he n  destroys the pos i t i o n .  An e l derly ma·n 
whom the narrator l ikens in .appearance t o  Hark Twa in s t ands 
u p  and begins t o  s peak : 

" I  have a brother , as good a man as· I am , but we­
haven ' t  spoken i n  many year s --because he is honest l y  
devout in t he establi shed f a i t h  a n d  he s uspec t s  m e  o f  
here s y .  N o w  this cub , w i t h  h i s  bulging forehead a n d  h i s  
whirl ing l ight s ,  w o u l d  ' c ondit ion ' m y  brother t o  make 
him ' po l i t i c a l ly r e l iab l e . '  Free men aren ' t ' c onditioned ' ! 
Free men a r e  free because they are ornery and cuss ed· and 
prefer to arr ive a t  their own pre j ud i c e s  i n  their own 
way--not have them spoonfed by a s e l f -appointed mind 
t i nkerer ! W e  have n ' t  fought , our bre t hr e n  haven ' t  b l e d  
and died , j u s t  t o  change bosses , no matter h o w  sweet 
t h e ir mot ives . "  

And then t o  a d d  punc t ua t ion , H e i n l e i n  ha s t h i s  o l d  man 
drop dead just b e f or e  the vote is taken on whether or not t o  
u s e  t h e  f i l m .  The vot e , o f  c o ur s e , i s  n o t  t o  u s e  it . 

H e i n l e i n  not only has a t a s t e  f or free men , but for fr.ee 
societ ies; a s  we l l .  In Beyond Thi s  Horizon and in "Coventry" 
he presents two spec i f i c a lly libertarian s o c i et ies , the sort 
o f  c ont exts in which every man can opera t e  as freely a s  one 
can imagine under any government . Neit her i s  perfec t , or even 
p er f e c t ly imagined--not surpr i s ing when you c ons ider the c om­
p lexity and internal c ontradi c t i ons pr esent i n  modern s oc i ety-­
but both are very interest ing . 

Therec is a: s t rong e l ement of wo l f i s hness pr esent again i n  
Beyond This Horizon . The socia·l insuranc e o f  mutual respect o f  
rights is the nece s s i t y  t o  defend one ' s  conduct with a gun .  
Theoretically ,  t h i s  means that the or d i nary person w i l l  b e  po­
l i t e  and mind his own business' l e st h e  be c ha l l enged for h i s  
behavior . The f law , o f  cours e ,  i s  t ha t  the m a n  w it h  a fast 
f i nger on t he t r i gger would' b e  forgiven c onduct t hat another 
man would b e  held to acc ount for . On the other hand , I ' m  not 
c omp l e t e ly sure that H e i n l e i n  would regard t h i s  a s  a flaw . 

In t he wor l d  of "Coventry , "  s o c t a l  insurance is the Cove­
nent . The judge who s entences t h e  protagonist t o  Coventry 
gives' a f u l l  acc ount o f  what the Covenant i s : 
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"The' Covenant is not a 

superst ition ,  but a s im­
ple temporal contract en­
tere� into by those same 
revolutionists for pra:g­
matic reasons . They wish­
ed to i·nsure the maximum 
possible liberty for ev­
ery p·erson . You yourse lr 
have enjoyed that liber­
ty. No possible act , no� 
mode of conduc-t , wm; for­
bidden to you , as long as 
your action did not dam­
age another . You complain 
that our way of living is 
dull and unromant ic , and 
imply that we have de­
prived you of exc itement 
to which you feel ent i­
tled. You are free to 
hold' and express your es­
thet ic opinion of our way 
nf living , but you mu&-t 
not expect us to live to 
suit your tastes. You are 
fre� to seek danger and 
adventure if you wish-­
there is danger still in 
experimental laboratories ; 
there is hardship in the 
mountains of the Moon , 
and· death in the jungles 
of Venus--but you are not 
fr-ee· to expos-e· us to the 
violence of your nature . "  

Granted that we have a veny exact idea· of what damaging 
another person constitutes--and the ult imate definit ion might 
include simpi� b�ea-thing--this seems at least a fair statement 
of the ai•s oL a. libertarian society. 

It aee•s to •e that ther• are three ways in which a characte�· 
with f1'eedo• ot act ion can operate .  He can operate within the­
tra�work of society, whether or not he is in full  accord with 
it . He can reject society and strike out on his own . Or he can 
arbitrarily run society to suit himself.  Heinlein has written of 
chanacters who do each of these things . 

�he hero of Beyond This Horizon is a· perfect example of the 
first mode . He is a strong man,  dissatisfied with both himself 
and his society , but when it is suggested to  him that he join 
a revolution and change things to  suit himsel f ,  he doesn ' t  even 
consider the idea for a moment . He is too much a part of his so­
ciety . to reject it . Instead he achieves his aims by getting the 
society to agree to try things his way. The hero of Double St� 
who becomes a professional politic ian , is another example , an 
so even is Harriman (the man who finances the first two trips 
to the Moon) ,  who , though he mar come within a hairsbreadth o�· 
illegality, always plays by the rules of s oc iety. In the same 
way , the hero of Tunnel in the Sky helps to found a society and 
then is treaU.� shabbily by it , but nonetheless resists the sug­
�est ion of leaving the society and striking out on his own . 
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H e i n l e i n  has wr i t t e n  three t imes of t h e  man who f i nds free­
dom i n  r e j ec t i ng s oc i ety , i n  " lla ldo , "  i n  " C oventry , "  and in 
Farnham ' s  Freeho l d . In the first two cas�s H e i nl e i n ' s point 
is that the centra l charac t er s  are wrong i n  r e j e c t ing s o c i e t y .  

Waldo , i f  y o u  w i l l  rec a l l , i s  a g e n i u s  a f f ected b y  a degen­
erat ive mus c l e disease who l ives in a sat e l l i t e  home popular ly 
known as " Wheelchair . "  That i s n ' t  lva l d o ' s  own name for i t . 
He c a l l s  it " F�eho i d , "  and fondly thinks that wh i l e  he i s; 
there he is not involved in what happens on t.;arth : " I  have no 
i nt er e s t  in such troubl es ; I ' m  in dependent of such things . "  
H i s  ment or goes t o  consi derable l e ngth t o  p·o i n t  out t o  him 
that he i s  not i nde pendent , that " Freeho l d "  would not exist at 
all wi thout society and s o c i ety ' s  t e chno logy. And lia l do ul­
t ima t e ly f or sakes his " i ndependenc e "  in order to take a p lace 
i n  normal s o c i e t y .  

The p-oint of " C oventry ,."· t o o , i s  that t he rugged i nd ividu­
a l i s t  is not q u i t e  so much his own man as he b e l i eves that he 
i s .  H e i n l e i n  p o i nt s  this out d irec t l y .  He says , 

The· s t e e l  t o r t o i s e  gave MacK innon a feel ing of Crusoe­
-like independenc e . It d i d not occur to him that his 
cha t t e l  was the end pr oduct o f  the cumu lat ive effort a nd 
i nt e l l igent c o-opera t i on o f  hundreds of thousands of 
men , l iv i ng and dead . 

And H e i nl e i n  spends more than a page e laborat ing this mora l .  

Perhaps one measure o f  the change i n  H e i n l e i n  i n  recent 
years- is that Farnham ' s  Freehold seriously s e t s· forth the p o i nt 
of v i ew that "Wa ldo" and "Coventry" r e j ec t . Hugh Farnham , as 
far as we can see , does not and w i l l  not func t ion w ithin modern 
s o c i et y ;  his reac t i on to i t  is to dig a hole · i n  the ground t o  
hide i n .  And then just as Wa l d o  had h i s  " Freehold , "  Farnham 
has his , kept independent of the r e s t  of the 1vor l d  by mine s ,  
wire , and r i f l e  b u l l et s� It is an odd s ort of freedom . 

In " Lost Legacy" and in " G u l f "  H e i nl e in ' s  characters make 
dec i s i ons for s-oc i ety by thems e lves and then enforce their de­
c i s ions . In "Lost Legacy" the " e nemy" i s  

• • •  the antagoni s t s  o f  human l i bert y , o f  human d i gni ty-­
the 11acketeers,, the crooked p o l i t i c a l  f igure s , the 
shyster�, the dealers· in phonyc- r e l ig i ons , the sweat ­
-shopper s , t h e  petty author itarians , a l l  o f  the key 
f i gures among the traf f i ckers i n  human m i sery and human · 
oppre s s i on , themse lves s o mewhat adept in the ar t s  of 
the mind , and acut e l y  aware o f  the danger of free know­
l edge--a l l  of this unholy breed . 

The good guys save s o c i e t y  by dec i d i ng who the bad guys 
are and d ispos ing of them . 

In "Gu l f "  the s ides are· just as c l ear ly drawn. 
" S ome one must b e  on guard i f  the race i s  t o  l ive ; 

there is no one but us . To guard effect ively we New Men 
must be organize d , must never fumb l e  any c r i s i s  l ike 
this--and must increase our numbers'. lie are few now , 
Joe ;· as the· c r i s e s  increa s e , we mus t  increase to meet 
them . Eventually--and i t ' s  a dead race with t ime--we 
must take over and make c ertain that baby never p lays 
with matche s .  
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" I  c o nfess to t hat same a f f ec t ion for rlemncrac y ,  Joe , 
but it ' s  l i ke yea r n i ng for the Santa C l aus you bel i eved 
in as a c h i l d . For a hundreu and f i fty year s or s o  
democrac y ,  or s omet h i ng l ike it , c o u l d  f l our i s h  s a f e l y .  
The i s s ues 1vere s u c h  a s  t o  be s e t t led w i t h o u t  d i s a st er 
by t he votes of c ornmnn me n ,  b e fogged a nd i gn o r H nt as 
t hey were . But now , i f  t he rac e i 8  to s t a y  a l i ve , p o l i ­
t i cal dec i s i o ns d enend o n  rea l k nowledg� of such t h i ngs 
as nuc lear phys i c s , planetary ec o l ogy , �enet ic t h e ory , 
even system mecha n i c s . They aren ' t  up to i t , Joe , W i t h  
goodne s s  a nd m o r e  w i l l  t ha n  t h e y  p o s s e s s  l e s s  than o n e  
i n a t housand could stay awake over o n e  p a g e  o f  nucl ear 
phys ic s ; t hey can ' t  learn what they mu s t  k nOiv . " 

The answer is c l ear as to what c ourse t he " New Men" must 
take : 

"Joe , d i d n ' t  you ever feel a yen t o  wipe out some 
evi l ,  obscene , r o t t e n  j erk who infec t e d  everyt h i ng he 
t ouched , yet was immune to lega l  ac t i on? We treat them 
a s  cancer s ; we exc i s e  them from the body s o c ia l .  We 
keep a ' Be t t er Dead ' l i s t ; when a man i s  c l early mora l­
ly bankrupt we c l o s e  his a c c ount at t he f ir s t  oppor­
t unity . "  

Thi s  aga i n  i s  a wo l f i sh s or t  o f  freed om . 

lt is passages such as these that I ' ve just quoted from 
"Lost Legacy" and "Gul f "  that c aus e d· me t o  think for a t ime 
that He i n l e i n  was an author i t ar i a n ; but he is not . H i s  charac­
ters ask no one to fol low t hem and obey t hem except from 
choic e . Even the subor d i nat es i n  H e i n l e i n ' s m i l i t ary s t or i e s  
are a l ways volunteers . 

The judge in "Coventry" says t o  David Mac K i nnon : 
"But your psychome t r i c a l  t e st s  show that you b e l ieve 

your s e l f  capab l e  o f  j udging mora l ly your f e l low c i t i z ens 
and feel jus t i f ied i n  persona l l y  corr e c t ing and puni sh­
i ng the ir lapses • • •  From a soc ia l  st andpo i nt , your delu­
s i o n  makes you mad as the March Hare . "  

If you a l low t h e  p o s s i b i l ity o f  doubt a s  t o  t h e ir inborn 
r ight ne s s , the charac t er s  of " G u l f '• and "Lost Legacy "' are not 
sane . But they are not author i tarians . 

H e i n l e i n ' s charac t er s  are not democrat s ,  e i ther , a s  
wit ness the quotat i o n  above· from "Gu l f "  o r  the f o l lowing 
passage from G lory Road : 

" Democ:racy ca n ' t  work . �1athemat ic ians , peasant s ,  a nd 
anima l s , t ha t ' s  a l l  there i s--so democra-cy , a theory 
based on the a s sumpt i o n  that mathema t ic ian& and peasant s· 
are equa l ,  can never work . Wisdom is not ad d i t ive ; i t s  
maximum i s  t h a t  of the w i s es t  man i n  a given group , "  

S i nc e H e i n l e i n  wr i t e s about t he wisest a nd most c omp·et e nt 
men that he can imagine , he d o e s n ' t  even expect them t o  be demo­
crats , and I ca n ' t t h i nk o f  a ny who are . Doub l e  Star , for 
i nstance , the most democra t i c  o f  H e i n l e i n ' s  s t or i e s , ends o n  
a paternal i s t ic , G od -b l e s s -t he - l i t t le-peop l e  not e :  



290 ALEXEI PANSHIN 

But there is a solemn s a t i s fact i on in doing the best 
you can fo� e i ght bi l l i o n  peop l e .  Perhaps their lives 
have no c osmic significanc e ,  but they have feel i ngs . 
They can hurt . 

· 

�hat Heinlein i s , of cour s e , is an e l i t ist . Not only are 
his central charac ters Heinlein Individua l s , and hence s pecia l ,  
but H e i n l e i n  most often a s s igns his lead characters uncommon 
ta lents that set them even further apart . The hell"' of The Puppet 
Mas t ers ha s a camera eye ; the hero of C it i zen o f  the Galaxy has 
a n  e idet ic memory ; the her o of G l ory Road can unfaili ngly orient 
hims e l f ; the heroes of " Mi s fit " and Starman Jones are lightning 
calculators ; the hero of Time for the Star s  is a t e lepath ;· the 
hero of Stranger in a Strange La nd can do a lmost anything with 
mind a l one . Heinlein' s  e l it e  i s  one o f  c ompet ence rather than of 
money or blood , and these spec i a l  talent s , by increas ing compe­
tence , are added reason for the exis-tence of the e l i t e . In " Lost 
Legacy • "  these super powers are the s i ngle character istic of 
the e l i t e . 

And , of c our s e , when the case for t he r i ght of the e l i t e  t o  
r u l e  i s  made , i t  i s  genera lly , as i n  " Gu l f , "  made o n  the basis 
of c ompet e nce . Competence proves i t se l f .  

H e i n l e i n  carr i e s  h i s  elit ism beyond· individua·I character-s 
to man as an a nima l . He has a set piece--that �1an is the most 
ravenous , intolerant , deadly and successful of the anima ls in 
the exp l ored univers-e--which he has pr esented a s  a give n  at 
least f ive t imes : i n  The Puppet Mas t ers , Tunnel in the Sky ,  
Starman Jone s ,  Starship Troopers ,  a nd in his pred iction art icle 
in the April 1956 Ama z i ng Storie s , where it is stated as a n  
idea t hat w i l l  event ually be gener a l ly accepted . 

I n  Starship Tr oopers the not i on is e d i t or i a l ly presented as 
a problem i n  morality . Does• Man have the r ight to breed h i s  way 
across the Univers e ,  f i l l ing it t o  the brim? The answer i s  that 
we w i l l  find out . I f  we get s lapped d own , then we didn ' t  have 
the r ight . In other words , what c a n  be got t e n  away with i s  
"r ight . "  Fol l 01�ing t he same thought , t h e  fema le lead i n  G lory 
Road i s  head of the Twenty Universes just as l o ng as her c ompe­
tence keeps her a l ive ;- unt i l  then her dec i s i ons are r ight . They 
are aut oma t i c a l ly carried out becaus e she is acknowledged· to be 
more c ompet ent than everybody e l se . Someday she w i l l  be a s sas si­
nated and the n ,  because she i s  dead , she wi l l'  be wrong , just as 
Man w i l l  be wrong if s ome other race knocks him off . Th is 
e l i t i sm ,  the n , i s  the s ource of H e i n l ei n ' s  w o l f ishness . The 
fast -gun morality of Betond Th i s  Horizon is acc eptab le--no , 
de-s-irab le--because it a lows competence the chance t o  d'emon­
strate itse l f .  

Actua l ly being four-square for l iberty is a very easy and' 
c omfortable thing in the abstrac t . In pract ice , however , there 
ar ise two other quest i ons : "Liberty for whom ? "  and "Liberty t o  
do what ? "  Heinl e in ' s  s t or ie s  a r e  varied enough s o  that a f inal 
a nswer is not p o s s i b l e  to either ques t ion that d oes not a l low 
an exc ept i on to be produced . However , it i P  my feel ing t hat th� 
importana:e of l iberty t o  H e i n l e i n  c omes i :elation to his com­
pet e nt men ;: they require freedom to beco· ful ly themselves . 
Freedom for the man who cannot s tay awak . over a page of nuc leaJ 
phys i c s  is less important t ha n  f or the man with the quick mind 
and the quick gun s imply because the first man i s  less capabl e· 
of d o i ng anyth i ng with freedom were he t o  have it . In other words 
freedom is the H e i n l e i n  Individua l ' s  right t o  d o  as he pleas e s .  
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3 ,  The Heinl e i n  Ind ividua l 

To an extent , t he 
chief charac t er s  of 
any wr iter are l ikely 
t o  res emb le their cre­
a t or . A� the character 
i s  the c h i l d  of his 
creat or , be resemb l e s  
h i m .  As a wri t er a s ­
s igns h i s  own opinions, 
at t i tude�, and i n t er ­
e s t s  t o  a sympathet i c  
c harac t er , s o  t h e  char­
a c t e r  i s  l ikely t o  
s ound l ike him . Thi s  
does not ha�pen i n  the 
cas e  of every man who 
wr i t e s , but it i s n ' t 
uncommon in the c a se 
of a wr i t e r  l ike H e i n­
l e i n who has a d i s t inct 
p o i nt o f  v i ew t o  se l l , 
and it i s  t o  this ex­
t ent that I b e l ieve the 
H e i n l e in Individual r e­
semb l e s  Hei n l e i n  himself. 

The H e i n l e i n  Individual has t hree centra l character i s t ias : 
his s t rength ,  his s i ngular i t y , and h i s  a b i l ity t o  teaab hims e l f . 

A i l  three s tages of the H e i n l e i n  Indiv idua l are strong and 
compet ent . The younges t  s t age may be ignorant and naive but 
that is an acc i dent of youth and not a charac t er ' defi c i ency , 
Young Andrew Jackson Li bby , the protagonist of H e i n l e i n ' s  second 
s t ony , " M i s f i t , "  i s  a n  examp l e : he i s  innocent and ignoraot , 
but at the same t i me he is bright , has a spec i a l  talent ( l i gh t ­
ning c a l culat i on ) , and i s  both eager t o  learn and eager t o pless� 

The naivet� of the f irs t s tage H e i n l e i n  Individual leads him 
into error from which he i s  c ommonly extracted by h i s  c ompe t e nc e  
after he learns what he h a s  t o  kno w .  This makes· him r ipe f or a 
" �!an-Who-Learned-Be-tt er "  s it ua t ion . John Lyl e , who learns that 
the Prophet i s  not above q ue s t ion in If Thi s  Goes On • •  , is one 
example and s o  is Don Harvey , the young her o  of Belween Plane t s ,  
who learns that there are t imes· when po l i t i c a l  neutrality is 
not pos s i b l e . 

S i nce the f i r s t  stage H e i n l e i n  Individuar is so often a 
sheep r ipe for shear i ng ,  H e i n l e i n  has a lmost a lways provided 
him with a mentor i n  the form of a n  o lder H e i n l e i n  Ind·ividua l .  
Nicha e l  Smith o f  Stranger i n  a - Strange Land m i ght we l l  �rerve as 
an exampl e  o f  the supreme innocent--he has been brought up by 
Mart ians and knows nothing about human ways--and he has Jub a l  
Harshaw , a man who i s  a. doctor , a lawyer , a n d  a- popular wr i t er , 
in short a man who knows a l l  the e s s ent i a l  t h i ngs about human 
ways , to serve as· h i s  t u t or. I n  the same way , Don Harvey f�l l& 
under the w i ng of cynic -all o l d  Dr·. Jefferson , a Thorby has h 1 s  
C o l o n e l  Bas-1m , a n d  John I:yl e  has Z e b  Jone s . 
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Zeb Jones , " t he wise-acre w ithout whom no H e i n l e i n  st ory is 
c omplet e , "  t o  quot e Damon Knight , is an arc-htypical sec ond 
s tage H e i n l e i n  Individua l , the c ompe-t ent man i n  full b l oom . 
Thi s stage is less eager , more cyn ica l , more l ikely to make a 
wisecrack than t o  rush out t o  save the world . The cynicism , 
no doubt , i s  the result of the destroyed past i l l us i ons of a 
former first s tage Heinlein Individua l .  Jones himse l f  is a 
mas t er psych o l o g i s t ,  ma s t er fencer , master of palace pol i t i cs ; 
he knows everyth i ng that his prot ege·, Lyl e ,  needs t o  lear n .  

I n  t h e  same way , i n  Starman Jones , young Jones is taken i n  
hand b y  Sam Anderson , who w1pes his nose , g e t �  Jones ' s  &ppear­
ance changed , procures false papers for them both , t ut ors 
Jones-, and s neaks him aboard a· starship . And Anderson knows 
his way around a s tarship wel l  enough to keep Jones from suf­
f er ing for his ignorance . Anderson even dies wh i l e rescuing 
Jones from trouble he has fallen int o .  

Perhaps the best descr ipt ion o f  the abi l i t ie s  o f  the sec­
ond s tage Heinlein I ndividual comes from Beyond This Hori zon : 
" I  could set you down on an i s land peopled by how l i ng savages 
and dangerous anima l s -- i n  two weeks you wou ld own the p l ace • • •  
You ' ve got the phys i q ue and the ment a l ity a nd the temperament . "  

The third stage H e i n l e i n  Individua l ,  perhaps because he has 
lost h i s  energy , perhaps s imply because he has l ived longer , 
i s  even more cyn ica l : 

" My dear , I used· t o  t h i nk I was S'erv i ng humanity • • •  
and I p leasured i n  the thought . Then I d i sc overed that 
humanity does not want to be served ;· on the contrary 
it resent s any a t t empt to s erve it . So now I do what 
p l eases Jub a l  Harshaw . "  

The ma j or d i f ference , however , between a Zeb Jones and a C o l o­
nel Dubois i s  that a Jones knows how things work , whi l e  a­
Dubois knows why , as we l l .  This makes him an even more effec­
t ive ment or , a nd this is the role a third s t age Heinlein Indi­
vidua l most often takes . Jubal Harshaw , the ment or of �1icha e l  
Smit h ,  t h e  human Mar t ian , i s  t h e  o n e  human who knows enough t o  
exp l a i n  t h i ngs t o  Smith and , moreover , i s  the one human who 
knows enough to "gr ok the fu l l nes s "  without knowing Nart ian . 

'This t h ird stage serves as mentor not only to his young 
i nnocent count erpart but to his knowledgeable second sta�e 
s e l f  as we l l .  For i nstance the head of the super-secret in­
t e l l igence organisat i o n  in fhe Puppet Ma sters is both father 
and ment or to the book ' s  narrat or , who is his chief agent . In 
" l>a ldo , "  lialdo i s  given advice by old Dr . Gr imes , the one per- -
son he w i l l  l i s t e n  t o .  

Thi s  c ont i nuing ment or ship even forms a cha i n  i n  severa l 
books , third stage lectur i ng sec ond stage and t he n  second 
s tage pass i ng on advice t o  f i r s t  s ta.ge . Beeond Thi s Hor i zon 
i s  one example . The t h ird stage i s  Mordan laude , District 
Moderator for Gene t i c s  and wise old man ,  who regular ly coun­
s e l s  the nove l ' s  c h i e f  charac t er , Hami l t o n  Fe lix . Hami lton 
( the man with the phys i q ue , menta·l i  ty and t emperament t o  rule 
that wild i s land ) i n  turn serves a s  adv i s or to his friend , 
Monroe C l i f f ord-Alpha , who is an i nnocent , f or a l l  his c ompe­
t e nce as an economi s t , and needs to be kept out of troub l e .  
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There are , of cours e , c l ear int ermediate examples of 
l l e i n l e i n  I nd i vidua l s . The narrator of Farmer i n  the Sky 
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is not na ive enough t o  be ca l l ed a pure stage one , and h i s  
friend a nd somet i me-mentor , Hank Jones , i s  n o t  q u i t e  know­
i ng or cynical on0'"�h to be a pure stage two . Roger St one 
of The Hol l i��§ and Hugh Farnham of Farnham 1 s Freehold 
seem to fa l l  s omewhere in betweer. stage two and stage· 
thre e .  

More than thi s ,  however , in two H e i n l e i n  s t or i es w �  are 
given a view of a s i ng le chara-c t er at a l l  three stages· -­
and one serving as mentor t o  himself i n  full view , besides . 
The s t ories are " By H i s  Boot s trap s "  and " • •  A l l  You Zomb i e s , "  
both t ime travel stories . 

· 
I n  " By H i s  Boot s t raps 1 " the her o ,  Bob W i l s o n , find s  h im-

s e l f  c ounse led by success 1ve older s e lves , from s l i ght l y­
-more-knowlegeab l e  to wise-old-man-who-knows-both-how-and-
-why . The n , he hims e l f  inevitab ly acts out the roles he has. 
already wit nessed . 

" • •  A l l  You Zombiel:J" is more sophist icated and , i n  fact , 
very neat ly symbo l i z;es a l l  the points we have considere·d . 
The first stage ego of the s t ory is a young g ir l , competent , 
amb i t i ous but innocent . The s ec ond stage (ma l e )  knows how 
the wor l d  wags but not why . He passes through t ime t o  meet 
his former fema l e  s e lf and i n i t ia t e  her sexua l l y ,  thereby 
ending her innocenc e .  ( And a more exp l i c i t  sor t  o f  ment or­
ship I can ' t  imag i ne . )  The third stage ego , much older , 
knows why things have happened as they have . I n  h i s  role a s  
mentor h e  makes what h a s  c ome before poss ible , i nc luding the 
end i ng of the innocence of h i s  first self by h i s  s econd , 
includ i ng his own birth . 

If there is one w i s h  that a l l  men have had at one t ime 
or another , it i s  that they might be able to go back and 
avo id the mistakes they once made and so save themselves a 
lot of pa i n .  H e i n l e i n  has the perfect way t� du thi s : his 
Individua l • no mat t er the number o f  different guises h� 
appears i n ,  is one s i ng l e  character who quite c onveniently 
serves as teacher t o  himself . I n  this way the man who ha� 
l earned better can a l ert h i s  naive s e l f  and l:Jave him t he 
c ost of his mistakes . The wor ld may have t o  be t ied into 
knot s  t o  a l l ow the H e i n l e i n  Individua l  t o  preva i l , but that 
i s  quite a l l  right s i nce he i s  the s i ng l e , s o l i tary r ea l  
thing i n  a n  essent ia l l y  unreal wor l d .  The wor l d  exists for 
him, not he for the wor l d . 
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4 .  Unrea l i ty 

ALEXEI PANSH IN 

Sheer c o n t i nued e x i s t en c e  s eems 
to be s ome t h i n� that is t r e mendous­
ly i mportant to H e i n l e i n ,  a nd a 
guara ntee o f  i t  a n e c e s sary reas­
s uranc e .  His charac t er , Ham i l t o n 
Fe l i x i n  B eyond T h i s  H0r i z o n ,  for 
i ns t a nc e , t a k e s  the nr o m i s e  of l i f e 
a ft er dea t h  i n  t h e  form of r e i n­
carna t i o n  as the only t h i n g;  that 
g i ves l i f e a ny point . The form of 
c o n t i nued ex i s t ence does vary , 
however , from one s t ory t o  t he 
next , 

The eas i e s t  way is f or his 
charac t er s  s imply not t o  die , 
In Tunne l in t h e  Sky suspe nded 
anima t i o n  i s  used to keep a dying 
man a l ive l o ng enough for t ech-
n iques to save him to be deve loped , 
a nd t h i s  same suspended a n i ma t i o n  

i s  brought i n t o  s ever a l  other s t or i e s . Me thuse lah ' s  C h i l d­
� i s  about nothing e l s e than l e ng t h  of li fe : extens i o n  of 
i t  first by bree d i ng f or l o ngevity and t h e n  by pur e ly 
medica l means , A psycho l og i c a l  need for t h e  post ponement of 
death s eems t o  grip t he charac t er s  i n  the s t ory t o  the point 
of monomani a , as t h ough the c a l m  acc eptance o f  d eath were not 
p os s i b l e ,  One charac t er , i n  fac t , having l'ived about two 
hundred years and fee l i ng d ea t h  impend i ng , c hooses t o  give 
up her i nd i v i d ua l i t y  and bec ome part of a group m i nd s imply 
t o  b e  ab l e  to avo i d  ext i nc t i o n ,  

In  "Elsewhen , "  a He-inlein c harac ter sa<ys ( supplying h i s  
o w n  i t a� �cs:) , 

" When you d i e , you won ' t  d i e  a l l  over , no matter 
how i n t e n s e l y  you may c l a i m  t o  expect t o .  It is a n  
emot i onal i mpo s s i b i l i ty for � � to b e l ieve i n-­
h i s � deat h . " 

S o , adm i t t i ng t h e  p os s i b i l i t y  o·f death of a sort , He i n­
l e i n  has m i t i ga t e d  i t  in severa l ways . Ghosts are one way-­
they l i nger on and in l i ngering deny the f i na l i ty of dea t h ,  
The only f law i s  that t h e  power of t he ghost t o  i nf l uence 
t h i ng s  through his c ont i nued exist ence i s  severely l im i t ed , 
so when H e i n l e i n  has i ntroduced ghos t s , they have bEren �1art ian 
ghos t s  ( i n Red Planet a nd Stranger i n  a Strange Land ) rather 
than human one s , 

A n o t her way H e i n l e i n  has found of m i t i gat i ng death i s  
r e i ncarnat i o n ,  whi c h , o f  c o ur s e , d o e s  a l l ow for e f fect ive 
a c t i o n  beyond death and s o  is s u i t a b l e  for H e i n l e i n  Individ­
uals . H e i n l e i n  makes r e i ncarna t i o n  an important minor t hread 
of Beyon d  T h i s  Hor i z on , b u t  h i s  use o f  i t  i n  S tranger i n  a 
S tr a nge Land i s  more revea l i n g : in that s t ory Mart ia n� bec ome 
g ho s t s  but human worth i e s  become a nge l s  and may be r e 1 ncar­
nate d  as we l l .  
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As important as t h i s  d'enia.J of the rea l ity of death is , how­
ever , just as important is a denial of the rea l ity of the wor l d , 
the only thing that can make the first denial meani ngfu l ,  It i s  
b y  h i s  s i ngular a b i l i t y  to ti'ansc-end the bounds of t h e  wor ld 
that the Heinlein I ndividua l demonstrat es his d ifferenc e from 
other humans . For i nstance , lia l d·o ,  i n  the st ory named after 
him , is able to make the world what he wants it to be by s imply 
think i ng it su and forc ing his i d ea on everyone e l se , S imi larly , 
in "Elsewhen• it is pos s ib le for the protagonist to leave this 
w or ld and travel t o  a ny number of othe11 aspects of rea l i ty by 
t hi nking proper thoughts .  It i s  by success that the H e i n l e in 
Individual revea ls himself , i nc luding succ�s s  i n  Heinlein ' s  
brand of transcendent a l i s m .  

li i t h  t h i s  i n  mind ,. it is interelrt ing to l ook at the o n l y  quo-
" tation from Shakespeare that to my knowledge H e i n l e i n  has used 

in any of his s t or ies . The quotat i on is even more i nterest i ng 
s ince Heinlein has i ntroduced it no less than four t imes--in 
Betwe en Planet s-, Doub l e  Star , Have Space Suit --Wi l l  Trave l , and 
Farnham 1 s Fr.e ehold . The· spee·ch i s  from The Tempest and i n  
f u l l  goes : 

Our reve ls now are ended'. These our ac t ors , 
As I foretold you 1 were a l l  spiri t s ,  and 
Are melted into a1r , into thin a ir ; 
And , l ike the baseless fabr i c  of this v i s i o n , 
The c loud-capp ' d  t owers , the gorgeous pa l ac es , 
The so lemn t emples , the great g l obe i t s e l f ,  
Yea , a l l  wh ich i t  i nher it , sha l l  diss olve ; 
And , l ike this i nsubstant ial pageant fade�, 
Leave not a rack beh i nd . We are such stuff 
As dreams are made on , and our little l ife 
Is rounded with a s leep . 

This , of course , is a f lat denial of the rea lity of the 
world . It is interest ing , moreover , that for all that H e i n l e i n  
has quoted from t h e  pas sage , he has n o t  quote-d from the last 
sentence, In other words , he is quite wi l l i ng to chalk off the 
world but peopie are not q u i t e  so eas i ly d i s po s ed o f .  In fact , 
at the t ime of i t s  use i n  Have Space Suit--Wi ll Trave l ,  there 
is a threat that our wor ld wilf be destroyed : the s t ory p�>otag­
onis t--who has just quoted "f'rom the above--says , apparently 
against all logic : "A'l l r i ght1 t11ke awii'Y our star--You w i l l  if 
you can and I gue s s·  you can , lio ahead ! We ' l l make a star ! Then , 
someday ,. we ' l l c ome back and hunt you down--a l l  of YQ!! ! "  I n  
other words-,. t h e  w o r l d  may e nd ' b u t  w o l f i s h  m e n  Wilr5urvi ve . 

The ult imat e ly " r ea l "  H e i n l e i n  Individ"ua l ,  however , is the 
s o l i ps i s t , A s o l ip s i s t  i s  a person who star t s  a·s Descartes 
did ,  with "I think , there fore I am , •  and then is unable tu g o  
further . He knows that h e  is , that h e  exis-t s ,  b u t  i s  n o t  s ure 
that the res-t of us think and s o  is forced t o  d'oubt our rea l i ­
ty ; t h e  wor ld then become s the c onsc ious o r  unc onsc i ous produc-t 
of the s o l ipsist hims e l f 1 the only real thing that exist s .  Hein­
l e i n  played with the not 1on i n  Beyond Thi s  H or i z o n  ( wh ich , re­
member , a lso dea l s  with reincarnat i on). Jn this sotory it is s ug­
gested that the worl d  is a game and a·l l the characters of the 
s t ory p ieces in the game , s ome off t hem aut omat ic and s ome not : 
" You l ocked up your memory , and promised not to loo k ,  t he n  
played' through t h e  part you h a d  p icked with just t he r u l e s  as­
s igned t o  that player . "  
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S o l i p s i sm forms the more s er i ous c ore- of the short sto­
r i es , " • • •  .111 You :liomb i e s "  and "They , "  a-s we l l .  I n  these· 
s t or i e s  t he centra l point is not just t hat the ma in chara�­
t ers are s o l ips i s t s--not so strange , s i nc e  many sol ipsists 
have l ived and died s i nc e  the world began--but that their 
sol ips ism i s  just i f ied . They are , in fac t , the point s  around 
which a l l  the universe revolves . 

A quot a t i o n  from the c entral c harac ter of "They "' may 
s erve t o  sum up t he e s s e nc e  of a l l  Heinlein I nd ividua ls who 
out l ive t heir worlds-: "s-econd' only t o  the pr ime datum of my­
own exi stence C I think , therefore· .! am .:2 i s  the emotiona l ly 
c onvi ncing certainry-o? my own c ont i nUit y .  I may be a c losed 
curve , but c losed or open , I neither have a b eginning nor a n  
end . Sel f-awareness is n o t  relat i ona l ; i t  i s  absolute and 
cannot be reached to b e  destroyed or created . "  I t  does not 
mat t er t oo much how , but the H e i nle i n  Ind ividua l always goes 
o n  exist ing • • •  

5 .  Import 

T o  draw the threads t o­
gether , t he n ,  the Heinlein 
Individua l  can be seen as 
the one real thing i n  a n  
unreal world , quite natural­
l y  seek i ng t o  d o  as he 
pleases . You might even 
say t hat it i s  by doing as 
he p leases that he demon­
strates his r ea l i t y .  Without 
h i s  l iberty , the H e inlein 

I nd ividual· bec omes i ndis­
t i nguishabl e  from t he 

other shades and shad­
ows tha t  i nhab i t  the 

wor l d  he p lays his 
games i n ;  with it 

he ru les his wor l d s  
a nd survives their 

pas-s i ng . And 
this i s  a n  indi-

c a t i o n  of the 
bas i s  as we l l  
as the limits o f  
both H e i n l e i n ' s  
e l i t ism and his 
l ib ertarianism . 
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Stranger in a Strange Land demonstrates every one of the 
points that I have mad e .  A l l  men in this s t ory are not enua l .  
Some are real and s ome are not . The unr ea l ones are c h i ldren 
of this wor l d  and per i sh with it ; the real ones l ive after 
and ad ded together form the o n l y  god there' i s . The theme o f  
the book i s , " A l l  t hat groks i;s God , "  gr okfng b e i n g  t he u l ­
t imate understa nding of why t h i ngs a r e  as they a r e  and Jubal 
Harsha w ,  the wise-o ld-ma n H e i nle i n  Individua l ,  b e i ng the u l ­
t imate examp le of o n e  who groks . lf you extrapolate thi� 
set t o  cover all of H e i n l e i n ' s  fiction and understand that 
the Heinlein Ind ividual , no mat t e� what s t ory he i s  i n ,  a lways 
groks � then the point I m drawi ng should be c lear , 

" I t  i s  !!.!! emot i ona l impos s i b i l i ty "  -- H e i n l e i n  says - ­
.:.f..Q.r� � � b e l i eve i n  his � death . "  I doubt very strong­
ly that th1s 1s true , but I suspect that it is true of H e i n­
l e i n  hims e l f ,  who has , at the l east , much in c ommon with h i s  
H e i n l e i n  Individua l . l s uspect , t oo ,  that on a n  emot i o na l  
leve l· ,  H e i n l e i n  may be sure o f  his own ab i l i t i es· and susp i c i ous 
of the a b i l i t i e s  o f  the ord inary man .  To this ext ent , I would 
call him an emot ional s o l ip s i s t . Intellectua l ly he may s t i l l  
ques t i o n ,  but h i s  emot i onal i nc l i na t i ons , as demonstrated i n  
story a ft er st ory , a r e  set . 

In v iew of thi s ,  Farnham ' s  Freehold takes on added in­
terest . In this s t ory , a l though the H e i n l e i n  Ind ividual re­
tains his competence he does not succee d ,  He i s  frustrated 
at every tur n .  Far from transcend i ng t h e  univer s e , he· i s  
subject to i t s  whims , be ing f l icked w i l l y-ni l l y  through t ime 
and from s i tuat i o n  to s i tua t i on , through a l l  of wh ich he re­
mai ns es sent i a l ly powerles s .  The Individua l ,  Hugh Farnha m ,  
speaks cont i nua l l y  o f  freedom a nd l iberty , which , as usua l ,  
can be taken t o  mean the oppor tunity t o  d o  a s  he p l eases , 
And the st ory as a whole can be taken as the s earch on Farn­
ham ' s  part for the s imple s it uat i o n  that other H e i n l e i n  I n­
d ividua ls have had· as a matter of course -- a universe i n  
which to b e  God , That universe , when h e  does f i nd i t  and 
surrounds it with m i nes and barbed wire t o  keep i t  i nv i olate , 
is such a c onstricted pea patch as to be a'lmost a s ymbol of 
fai lur e ,  The s t ory itself may symb o l ize the fa i lure o f  H e i n ­
l e i n ' s  l ong-hel d  b e l i e f  i n  the a b i l i ty of t h e  c ompetent man 
to preva i l  eterna l l y ,  If that b e l i e f  truly has been lost , 
I cannot say what w i l l  f o l l ow : perhaps the end of the 
Heinle i n  I nd ividua l . 

LANDSCAPE 

The b luff , 
l i ke t h i s : 
stamps i t s  heel 
down into the sea , 
s patters s ur f'  
( I  wonder , do y o u  know) 
g u l l s  f ly ,  f lee , 
screaming 

--James Cast l e  
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the seasonal fan 
f!/jo.!J 

JimJia�moo_ 
the new radio game 

I am ,  t o  m y  best belief , t h e  worl d ' s  firs� orofessi onal 
Old Time: Radio fan .  

Forrest J .  Ackerman , a s  everyone knows i s  the wor ld ' s 
first profess ional sc ience fic t i o n  fan ,  a,nJ there didn ' t  seem 
much room for crowdi ng that part icular profe s s i o n .  Yet , 
unconsciously, Ackerman must have given me th� impetus for 
my own uniQue cal l i n g .  

Candidly, m y  profession has n o t  b e e n  m y  sole source of 
support s i nce its i nc ept ion , about 1960 . In that t ime I have 
also wr itten science fict ion , sex novels , screenplays ; edited 
a monster movie magaz ine (r stea l a lot of idea� from Acker­
man ) ;  and dur ing one r ea l ly lush period of a few months sold 
newspaper subscript i ons by te lephone . Neverthe less , it seems 
more often than not my radio fanning represented my l ivel i ­
hood , part icular ly for t h e  last three o f  four years . 

Old Time Radio Fandom is certa inly not large or we l l -or­
ganis�d . There had been a few radio art icle� in the sc ience 
fiction fan press -- my own "Some Radio Fantasy" in Fantasy 
Commentator in 1948 ( wr i t t e n  when I was twelve years old) , 
followed by art ic les on the highly fantas t ic I Love a Nyst ery 
serie� by the now Noreen Shaw in F . A . P . A .  and my article in 
my own publica t i on , Harmon ' s ,  c oincident a l ly just before 
Noreen ' s ,  and just aft er hers another by me in Redd Boggs ' s  
Retrogra de . More recent l y  there have been nostalgic art icles 
i n  profes s·ional maga z ines , includ i ng Playboy , by Char les 
Beaumont , Jean Shepherd , and others . 

Radiohero , my fanzine devoted to the sub j ec t , has seen 
three i s s ues a nd even after a year off may see more . It is 
the f irst fan pub l icat ion to be devoted ent irely to radio 
( sc ience fiction , fantasy , and otherwis e ) . 
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Othe� publicat ions , often in comic book fandom , t oday occas ion­
ally offer radio art ic les , though usually inexpert ones ( except 
when written by me , of c ourse ) .  These generally comic book or 
movie fan�ines with radio art icles include Don G l ut ' s  Shazam 
and John Cooper ' s  Hero-Hobby .  Only Cooper is active and en­
thusias tic ,. but as he admit s ,  his contributi ons are only " typed'; 
not �written •. " They are fun , and if even !!!.2!:! free-form might 
be recognised as �-garde genius . 

It was through Radiohero and i t s  review in L i f e  Ha�azin� 
that I took in a lot of subscr ipt ion monies , much of w lch I 
had to return to people who had never before seen a fan:d ne . 

But even before Rad iohero I was in the prafitable stage of 
�adio collect i ng ,  that is , c o l l ect ing recordings of actua l  
radio programs . I once felt such recordings t o  be excruc iat­
ingly rare , but now I am beginning t o  think the ent ire surface 
of the Earth is covered in old radio transcr ipt i ons to a depth 
of three an• a ha l f  feet . These recordings are ava i lable from 
old radio produc'ers , actors , o l d• record shops , and from people 
who have tape recordings they recorded off the a ir or obtained 
from one of the other l i sted s ources •. 

There is a great deal of tr�ing of such tapes among the 
handful of col lectors . There are occas ional sales of tapes 
or disc recordi ngs •. 

Technically[ such sales of record·ings may be cal led "piracy: 
The original ac ors or producers don ' t  benefit . Yet the r eeord­
ings no longer have any commercial applicat ion , s ince they are 
from incomplete serials or incomplete episodes , with not enough 
left for commercial play on the air , if one could f i nd a sta­
t ion that would run them in place o f  rock ' n '  roll and unlimit-­
ed commerc ials . The few dol lars- c o l lect ora charge is only a 
small labour charge for their t ime' in. llllllting up the custom 
record ing .  

I 1 v e  never failed t o  keep from c·irculating recordings i f  
such request was made b y  the r.ad i o  personality who gave them 
to me . But most such people· are f lattered to be remembered 
and s t i l l  appreciated . 

Everything as ide , I know of two major network• on the North 
American cont i nent that have been will ing to pay a c o l lecrtor 
modest fees for supplying them recordings to be used in �u­
mentari es-. It was never a large busi ness . but it baa he-lpe• 
pay t� �e-nt � few t i  .. a. Today such sale• are about non­
-existent' s i ne.- that nuc lear word· "'prollferiition" baa· OCC111"1Nid .  
Too many people have t oo> �ch . Trades s t i ll g o  o n .  Y .. , 
major network.- have trMecf ncorcflngs with ... (Th.,.- junke• 
9� of their own Jl'ecorcfing s· before they realised they might 
need them again after T.V .. ) 

This aspect of radio c o l lect i ng -- and c ertainly I ' ve al­
ways c o l lected for my own pleasure , primarily -- and the- pub­
l·icat i on of my fanz ine , Radiohero ,  represented the more amat-eur 
aspects of my career as (hopefully ) Number· One Radio Fan .. 
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I fe l t  I was b e i ng just a b i t  more profe s s i o na l  -- even 
though I was n ' t pai d. for it -- when I began a series on a real 
radi o  stat i o n , KPFK-FM , Los Ange l e s , and on other stat ions-or­
the Pac i f ica Founda t ion cha in .  The show w&s c a l l ed Rad io R ides 
�. and featured my spoken narra t i on about old t ime radio ana-excerpt s of var i o us old rad i o  shows , which may be used in 
such documentar ies where no pr o f i t  is involved for anyone . I t  
was a g o od series , I t h i nk .  The Longines Symphonette organi­
sat i o n  thought s o  t o o .  Somewhere they taped i t  off the a ir , 
edited , rearranged ( and t echnica lly impr ov� d )  the exc erpt s ,  
added a very few other s , and rep laced my narra t ion with that 
of an upstart named Jack Benny . They want S15 for the· six 
L . P .  s e t . Na t ura·l l y ,. they c onsu l t ed me no more than I had 
c onsulted Joe Penner . 

Rad i o  Rides Agai n led t o· other th ings including another· 
Pac i fica network show o f  mine c a l l e d  Pol Art Review on which 
I interviewed such notab les as Kris Nev lie on science ficrt io n  
a nd Arthur Jean C o x  o n  t h e  '"orks o f  Char les Dickens . Mor�ver , 
it even led t o  some radio work for which I wa� paid -- b e i ng 
a c o nsultant t o  t he Canadian Broadc a s t ing Corporation for 
vari o us TV and rad i o  programs involving nos t a lgic radio . 

S l ight ly b efore t h i s , I had another pro f e s s ional endeavour 
in radio fandom . Through the Life art i c l e  I wa s contact ed· by 
J eremy P .  Tarcher about do ing ahiirdcover b o ok on rad i o .  Tar­
cher is a b o ok producer , who produces a book much in the man­
ner A l fred H i t chc ock might produce a film to be re leased by 
�1-G-M. Tarcher is a young , unders tanding man ; and his work 
as e d i t or is so exact ly c ompa t ib l e , incis ive , and b r i l l iant 
he makes every other edi t or I have worked with l o ok -- ahem-­
" poor " in c ompar i s o n .  Working o n  a n  advance c ommission , I was 
for the f i r s t  t ime i n  my l i fe able to write s omething I wanted 
to wr i t e  w i t h  the knowledge I wouldn ' t  starve to death before 
i t  was f i n ished . 

So for the year and a ha l f  it t o ok t o  wr i t e  the book , I 
was again l i v i ng o f f  of being a radio fan . 

Now , f i na l ly and def initely , Doub l eday has s i gned t o  re­
lease J . P .  Tarcher ' s  produc t i on and Jim Harmon ' s  l i febl ood un­
der the non-def i n i t e  t i t l e ,  The Great Rad i o  Heroes . A l i t t l e  
more advanc e , and I a m  once again living off the radio waves 
emanat i ng from the pa s t . 

However 1 I do not see an unlimited future in my professi o n . ­
I am t hi nk i ng of wr i t i ng Sc i e nce Fic t i on ,, Vesterns , Gothi� 
Romances, even g o i ng to work (� as a· t e lephone s o l i c i t or .  

H owever , you can probably s e e  through my l i t t le ruse . 
I can t e l l .  You r ea l is e  that I just don ' t  want c ompe t i t ion i n  
t h e  l u s h  career o f  b e i ng a n  O l d  Time Rad i o  fan . 



Dear Leland : 
Thanks for RQ I I : 3 .  

301 

Box 761 Portales 
New Mexico 88130 

I enj oyed it , from Schneeman cover t o  the e d i t or ia l .  Though 
I commonly skip the fict ion � the Bretnor story is effect ive 
and the Fox story perhaps even memorab le . The Panshin art i c l e iJ ,  
however , I have read w i t h  growing d isappoi ntment a nd d i sagree­
ment . Though he has offered useful i ns ight s  into Heinle i n , I 
feel that he is often wrong . 

At the outset , I was i nc l i ned t o  agree that Heinlei n ' s  
third period shows an art is t ic dec l i ne .  In the c ourse of a 
careful rereading of S tranger i n  a Strange Land , for a course 
I teach in sc ience fictio n ,  l1ve begun to change· my mind.  When 
we· put this novel in the tradi t i o n  of great sc ience f i c t i o n  
sat ires , a long w i t h  Swift ' s  G u l l iver ' s  Trave l s  a nd Wel l s ' s  
First Men i n  the Moon and Hux ley's Brave New Wor l d , the c las s 
seemed to agree with me that i t  could hold it s  place as a 
worthy member of the group . 

In this third period , H e i n l e i n  is shift i ng away from adVen­
ture· and e scape to place more empha s i s  on theme . Though this 
sort of change is l ikely t o  offend readers look i ng only for 
story i nterest , H e i nle in ' s  bas ic themes have been pretty much 
the same a l l  along , and , at l east in Stranger , he gives them 
an effect ive a nd s �gnif �cant stat ement . 

H i s  treatment of sex i n  this nove l though it shocks s ome 
readers , is more symbolic than rea l i sl ic . Obvi ous ly but power­
ful ly , it is symb o l ic of "brot her ly" love . I can ' t help feel­
i ng that Pansh i n ,  on Heinlein and sex , i s  both i nadequate 
and unfa ir . 

It seems unfa ir t o  b lame· H e i n l e i n  for accept i ng--at l east i n  
h i s  early stories --the convent ions enforced by his editors and 
his audienc e .  I t  i s  ironi c , because H e i n l e i n  has a l ways ob­
jected to those same convent i ons . One of his old quarr e l s  with 
John Campbell was t hat Campbe l l  would not pub l ish any adult 
treatment o'f sex . • 

Though opin ions would d iffer about what i s  an adult treat­
ment of s ex ,  I think any d iscus s ion ef sex in sc i ence f ict i o n  
would require a far broader s t udy--which might go b ac k  a s  far· 
as Plato ' s opinion t hat sexual pas s ion,  like poetry , is a 
dangerous enemy t o· reason and social stab i l i t y �  

Anyhow , t h e  cur i ou s ly unrea:l i st ie- treatment of sex i n  Amer­
ican sc ience f ict ion is no s i n  of H einle i n ' s  a lone . It ' s  a 
symptom of the whoDe f i e l d , a nd I suspect that it would make 
a rewar d i ng subject for psychoanalyt ic study . 
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I have no quarre l  with your own c omments on my " t hought ­
variant " s t ories exc ept t o  say t ha t  you are att empt ing t o  
judge t h e m  by standards that d id n o t  exist , e ither for m e  or 
for most readers of s c i e nce fict i o n ,  whe n  they were wr itten . 
It is s�mewhat l ike i ndict i ng a cannibal for operat ing 
without the approval of a meat i nspec t or from the u . s . Depart­
ment of Agr i c u l t ur e . 

With a l l  the best , 
Jack Wi l l iamson 

For me the physic-al l ove in H e i n l e in ' s  nove l symbo l i zes , in 
gross material t erms , the author ' s  notion of myst i cal " know­
l edge , "  whereby the knower " gr o k s "  ( unites w i t h )  the thing 
known . This would place our author not in the sat irical tradi­
t i o n  o f  J o nathan Swift , but in t he occult trad ition o f  Madame 
B lavat sky--for mys t ical " know ledge" bears no semblance to cog­
ni t.ion � which �esuvyoses a dist i nc t i on be·t ween observer and 
observed .  ( For eta 1 s see· RQ I I , 76-77 . )  I n  Santayana ' s  phrase , 
know l edge is "a salutat ion , not an embrac e . "  

Dear Le l a nd & a s s ociates , 

9 15 \{ . Haze lhurst 
Fernda le , Nichigan 48220 

Am grat eful for the " ske l e t o n "  i s sue rec eive d  and res olve d  
t o  attempt a mode s t  rec iprocat i o n .  Of part icular interest was 
the segment of A lexei Panshi n ' s  "He i n l e i n  I n  Dimension . "  An 
irksome crit icism of �lr .  Heinle i n ' s  forbearance to portray a n  
authent ic i nt er-s exual r e la t i o n  must , i n  panorama , b e  admis­
s i b l e  with reserva t i ons . It being unambiguous to assert that 
from hrs-earlier writings ,  �lr . H e i n l e i n  avoided sex a s  readily 
as a· eunuch in a harem , mus t  not c o n s idera t i o n  also be shown 
t owards the var ious environmen t s  L in which ' ! our so-inferred 
hormone-imbalanced heroes find t hemselve s ?  Envi sage Hugh Hoy­
l a nd of Univers� and Common S e ns e , who shocks a• fe·l l ow pansy 
a t  the out s et wit h  his "ruthless" ma ledic t i o n ,  sly and s erene , 
l ocked i n  the pas s i onate arms of Edr is Baoc:t er . T ' would not 
only b e  out of charac t er for this lacklust -Hugh but contra�ic­
t ory t o  t he s e em i ng ant i-synergism fact or displayed in the 
s t ory l ine . ( Am I r ight ? )  Hugh and troop were portrayed as 
s impl e t ons or pur i ta n s . Either they didn ' t  know t he sc ore of 
the game or they avoided such "unthinkab l e  c orrupt ions " and 
l eft them with the other skeletons i n  the c loset . All i n  a l l  
a definite case o f  wanped mores·. �lr . Heinle in ' s  s pecialty i s  
t he projec t i on o £  intricate plaus ible soc i et ie s .  lfith meticu­
l o us care he wi l l  create a comp l e t e ly l ogica l and bel ievable 
e c o l ogy . Mr .  Panshi n ,  I think , should n ' t  genera l i z e  his crit ­
ic isms of the cust omary centra l character wit hout cons ider ing 
first t he hypothet ical environment in which the individual i s  
found . A l l  very vital and r e lat ive s a y  I • • •  

thanks aga i n ,  
J .  �1a t thew Venable 

�lr . Pansh in ' s  more c ompl e t e  argument , which our c orre�pon­
dent had not yet seen ,  was that s exua l i nhibitions are shown 
even by members of the author ' s  non-pur itanical societ ies . 
Thi s , in t ur n , mus t  be qua l ified by Mr .  \wi l l iamso n ' s  obser­
·Vat i o n  t hat depic t i o n  of uninhibited s exua l  behavior would 
have been cons idered t o o  naughty for the readers of Ast ounding .  
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36 1 Roseville  Ave . 
Newark , New Jersey 07 107 

• • • You are succeeding in put t i ng together a serious j ourna l .  
I agree with your summation that i t  was a superb story "'scent " 
rather than thought variants' that formed the basis of Tremaine 's 
success , but the exc itement generat ed by the thought-variant s 
served his purpose j ust as we l l  as if they hall been c lassic s .  
They got people to read the magazine , and even i f  they didn ' t  
l ike the thought variants there was usually something else they 
would l ike •. In addit ion to Stanley G .  Weinbaum and Don A .  Stuart 
Tremaine was gett i ng remarkable work out of Harry Bates , Raymond 
z .  Ga.l lun, Thomas Calvert �lcCiary , Harl Vincent , Donald !.'andrei , 
Jack Wil liamson ,. Murray Lrinster '· Nat Schachner , Henry J .  Kost­
kos and even John Russell  Fear n .  (His "Man Who Stopped the Dust " 
is almost unique in  science fict ion and "Before Earth Ca,me a 
fine , imaginative job for its period . )  

Who is Robert Milch? His art ic le intrigued me and I wish he 
could have supplied more informat ion • • •  Josef Skvorecky • • •  lead­
ing authority on C:llechos lavakian sc ience fict ion :: also·J gave 
Stanislaw Lem as the best writer of science fict ion behind the· 
iron curtain.  I took advantage of our meeting to  turn over my 
Karel Capek art ic le ( in �l orers of the Infinit e )  to  take 
back with him and scruti�e for errors . His advice  was particu­
larly desired because he is today , a c lose friend of t he late 
Capek ' s  wife , who is st i l l  l iving . I was relieved to· receive- a 
recent letter from him stat ing : " You asked me to  c omment on the 
chapter on Karel Capek.  Well  I can tell you , that it is a 
piece of first rate information and evaluation--to make a com­
par ison : in this long article  there are almost no error s ,  where­
as in the short (a few lines only) art icle on Capek in the 
Reader ' s  Encyclopedia by W i l l iam Rose Benet , there is pra<:-. 
t ically everything wrong . "  

I have been attempt ing t o  re&train myself from comment on 
Panshin ' s  interminable  tecflum on Heinlein ,  since He has let it  
be  known that the greatness of the whole will  be instant ly 
&scertadnable the instant all segments of it are c ompleted .  
While I am  waiting ( remember when we  were asked to  wait for 
the Jl!eaning of, van Vogt ' s  World of 'X to dawn on us ? )  let me 
comment that h1s analysis of Heinlein ' s  sexual attitudes and 
propens it ies through the material in his stor ies is about the 
most asinine thing I ' ve ever s�en put on paper . 

Sincerely yours 
Sam MoskowitJV 

While  agreeing that thought-variants did induce people to  
buy Tremaine ' s  magazi ne · and so read the better stor ies in  it , 
I mus� reject  most of Hr .  Moskowit:�r' s l ist. Donald ll'andrei , e .g . , 
was , I think , surpassed by his brother , Howard ; while  Nurray 
Leinster ' s  work for the Street & Smith Astounding somet imes was 
inlenior to  what he did in  the ear lier Clayton maga,zine . I I 

The worat thatt can be sa-id ii!l that Hr .  Plmshin' s errors are :lin­
telligent errors;, whose refuta'tion automatically leads t oo  new 
insights--as when h i s  remarkS' on a·obert Heinlein  and "fre-e love" 
are replaced by those on Stran�er quoted above . Even so, the non­
-literal character of sex in t is novel does not invalidate· 
the critic·' s eva>lua!!���-��-!�'!:!!!!:_��!:�s .  



304 

Dear Leland : 

SELECTED LETTERS 

15 1 Cal deron Ave . Ant . #34 1 
Mounta in  View ,  Ca l ifornia 94040 

You have done such a sp lendid job with RIVERSIDE QUARTERLY 

that I regret that my first nert inent l et ter to you about it 
has to  do with an egregious error in �lr . Robert �li lch ' s artic:le> 
"Science Fict ion in Russia To�ay page 17R . Dr . Isaac As imov has 
writ ten , c omp i led and asse111b led so many hooks that it is absurd 
to ascribe the anthol ogies SOVI�T SC IENCE F ICT ION and MOR E 

SOV IET SCIENCEY ICT I O N  to  him . He wrote the i ntroductions to the 
Coll ier Books vers ions s i nce both of these anthol ogies ;ere 
translated int o l!:nglish and pri nted in  the l!:ng l i sh lRn�uage in 
the USSR by the Foreign Languages Pub l i shing l louse and are 
ava i lable from dea l ers in the ir or igina l t it les of A I' I � lTOR 

FRO�! OUTI!:H SPACE and TilE I I �Af!T OF Til l!: S I::R I 'C:NT . In fa irness to  
As imov , he has never c laimed to  be the anthologist but careless 
wr iters are doing him this disservice .  Otherwise Mr . Mi lch 
seems to know his sc ience fiction in the USSR . He neg l ects to  
ment ion the heavy reprint ing of Western writers in the USSR 
(without payment in their own country but with the provision of  
them coming to  the USSR and ut il izing their payments there·. ) 
I wonder if Collier Books has forwarded any profits to the 
Russian writers in the above ment ioned anthologies? 

I agree that if  Mr . Sol Cohen is not paying for reprinted 
stories , he is wrong . However I think there must be complete 
fairness in these matters . Is Doc Lowndes payi ng for the many 
reprints he uses in his magazines? (Of course I mea n Lowndes ' 
publ isher ) .  Are all  the c lassic renrints used by Don Wol lheim 
fully compensated? Cons idering all the public doma i n  mat erial  
now coming out in such torrents , are we  to  be l ieve in  the al­
truism of  everyone of these nub l i shers? The si ns of  others do 
not wash out the sins of Sol Cohen but there must be the effort 
to be fair . I bel ieve that science f iction needs the two maga­
zines FANTASTIC and AMAZING for the original material howev� 
sl ight that now appears in them.  The magazine market is far too 
sma l l  for modern writers . There has got to  be  a p lace for them 
to start and to learn.  It is too bad that �lr . Cohen has angered 
people when by a judic i ous use of sense he could have avoided 
the present s ituat ion . Still  if  he had been a sensible man , 
would he have purchased the former Ziff-Davi s  twins? 

It is too bad that it has not been possib l e  to  print a l l  
parts of Panshin ' s  book about Heinlein i n  R Q .  The more I read 
of it r the better I like it . Although one of the seven Advent 
part ners , I was never able to read his manuscript . It is 
strange to think that the one who might have benef ited the most 
by this book , Robert A. Heinlein  wi l l  not read it . I was 
astonished to read Sam Moskowitz ' s words about Panshin ' s  book 
in ZENITH SPECULATION. There is so much bad feeling between the 
two a lready . . ..  that I think a· fearful feud is brewing . This i's 
sa:d s ince b oth  men are intel ligent and are needed by our sc·i­
ence f iction field . I think I need take second p lace to none in  
being an iconoclast ic individual .  Yet I try despera·tely hard to  
be as object ive as I can when it comes to  sc ience fict ion and 
its- many ramificat ions . The curse of our field is tha-t we 
think t oo little  and talk too much .  

With highest regards , 
Edward Wood· 
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t·lr . Wood ca l l s his s h o1: s a c c ura t e l y . // True , there i s  no pay­
ment for wnrks in the Pub l i c  Doma i n ;  however , protec t i on is 
sou�ht not for the �ran d c h i l dr e n  of Robert Louis S t evenson but 
for authors s t i l l l i v i ng and wr it ing . P . D .  works exc ept e d ,  Bob 
Lowndes p 3 y s  f or a l l  s t or i e s ; further , h e  i s s ue s  no repr i nt s 
w i thout f ir s t  a s k l ng t he aut hor ' s  pe��!!si on . 

Dear Leland , 
Robert Milch ' s  p i e c e  on Soviet sc ience f ic t ion is q u i t e  

int eres t ing a n d  i nforma t ive . As a n  addend um , y o u  might l ik e  
t o  know that var i ous foreign work 1 i nc l uding Amer ica n ,  i s  a l s o  
pub l i shed i n  trans lat i o n .  Short s t or ie s  a n d  nove l et t es a r e  e s ­
pec ial ly a p t  t o  be found i n  t h e  Terra Phanta s i a  depar tment o f  
the magazine Znaniye -S i la ( roughly , " K nowledge I s  Power " ) .  

S i nce the USSH d oe s  not subsc ribe t o  the i nt er na t i ona l  c o py­
r i ght c o nvent ion , such foreign works are appropriated without 
payment and , usua l ly ,  w i l hout the a u t.hor ' s  knowledg e . In the· 
past , and no doubt in t he presen t , s t or i es with propagandd 
value are eS'p"e<ri a l l y  al)t to be t a·ken , ll . g . , those wh i c h s at i ­
r i ze cap i t a l i s m  o r  dw e l l  o n  the i l l  effec t s  o f  t h e  arms race. 
Of c o ur s e , none o f  the authors ever intended this use o f  wh�t 
they wro t e .  ( And I wonder if the e f fect on the Russian r eader 
may not be a n  unexpec t e d  one , e . g . , reminding him that Amer i ­
cans a r e  s t i l l  free t o  expr e s s  what opini ons they please . )  

There i s , however , a br ighter s id e  t o  t h i s  s i t uat i o n . First , 
the Soviet trans lators and e d i t ors are openly s omewhat unha-ppy 
and apo loget ic· about their government ' s  p o l i c y  with respect t o  
payment . Their "pen c l ub " promi s es- t o  make rubles available t o  
any wr i t er �  they have used who may happen t o  v i s i t  the ir c oun­
try . S e cond -- of rat her grea t er s ignif icanc e  -- they are 
more and more get t i ng away from s t or i e s  a s  propaga nda . Thus 
far , to the best o f  my knowle d ge , they have not pub l i shed any­
thing which pr esents the American s id e  o f  p o l i t i c s ; and t ha t  is 
hardly to be expec t e d . But they d o  pub l i sh stra ight , nonp o l i ­
t ical American sc i e nc e f i c t ion - - w i t h  Amer ican or Amer i can­
- l i ke characters i n  future wor lds that d on ' t  l ook es pec i a l l y  
Narx i s t  -- s i mply because t h e y  l i ke i t  a s  s c ience f i c t i o n .  

The source o f  my informa t i o n i s  princ i pa l ly Efremov ( t hat ' s  
how � Roma nizes h i s  name ) hims e l f , p lus a· young man who i s  a n  
econom i s t  b y  profe s s i on b u t  a s c i ence f i c t i on fan and tra ns­
lator on t he s i de . They got i n  t ouch with me because they ' d 
done some of my s t or i e s  and want e d  t o  know if I c ou l d  supply 
mor e .  �ly agent got ind ignant , saying that I was i n  e f f e c t  be ing 
asked to help pirate myse l f .  But what the h e � l , these were 
charming pirat e s ; and I ' m  a lways i nt er e s t e d  i n  mak i ng out s id e· 
c o ntac t s ; and it was espec ia l ly amu s i ng that they were pub­
l i s h i ng a s  notor i ous a• reac t i o nary as me .. S o  I went a l ong w i t h  
it , and quite a pl easant c orrespondence i s  devel oping . 

I have a l s o  been pub l i shed in Czechos l ovak ia , Hungar y ,  a n d  
Yugos lavia , and i n  those c ount r i e s  d o l lar payment i s  mad e ; not 
much , but s�m e .  T ime Pat r o l  seems e spec i a l ly popular in East­
e r n  as we l l  as Western �urope , and it aer t a i n ly d o e s  not f ore­
cast anyth i ng l ike a Communist wor l d  to c ome . 
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S i nce I am scarcely unic :ue , it might be worth your whi le , 
or somehody ' s ,  to comp i l e  the exoer iences other writers have 
had i n  this area . The total picture might give a small  ray of  
hope -- on the order , perhaps , of the fact that Warsaw now 
has a Pooh and Piglet Street • 

• • •  I won ' t  comment on a nythi n� else  in your current issue 
except to  say that Janet Fox ' s  Just for Kicks was a fine story 
that ought to have had professional publication . Let us hope 
that some anthologist picks it up . 

Hegards , 
Poul Anderson 

�lr . Anderson ' s  interest i ng remarks on Ogre Land' are them9elves 
app'ended , immediately below , by a guide-d missive from one of its  
satel lites . 

Dear Leland , 

65 Friedenstrasse 
X 115 Ber l in Mahlsdorf 2 
East Germany I GDR 

�lany thanks for • • •  "Riverside Quarter l y . "  I ' l l  find your 
magazine very int eresting.  

l ha·Ve the hope that your fanz.ine will  receive me (you 
must know , our Custom-House does seize most of foreign 
l' it era:t�e }, and so  I want to  s ubscribe • • •  

G ladly I would exchange �merica:n literature ( magazine s  
l ike "Galaxy , "  Worlds o f  IF , "  etc . ) ,  but I must receive it i n  
c ommon letters only -- Q2 rarcels • • •  In exchange I would give 
German books with sc ience ictlon novels . Further I would  be 
very interes�ed in Fanzines like yours , or • • •  smal ler fanzines • •  

With great interest I also have read the art ic le "Sc ience 
Fict i on in  Russia Today" by Hobert �1i lch. Yes , �li lch knows the­
Hussian  PF l iterature • • •  but I would  mean , his sight is a little  
from one s ide . It gives • • •  good short stories there , so  by 
Gansovsky , Dneprov and others more . Yes , the Soviet literature 
i sn ' t  the best in the wor l d ,  but when Robert Mi lch would know 
• • •  East German fiction,  he must say , that the Russian SF i s  
much better than the East Germa n .  In the f irst issue of my 
fanzine CASSIOPEIA , which will  reach you • • •  through my American 
fr iend Chris  Gough , who is the publ isher , you can f ind an ar­
t icle  "Science  f ict ion - sozialistisch" from myself

.t in  which 
I try t o  speak about the SF literature in  the GDR ( �ast Ger­
many) and other Eastern countries • • •  The first t ime it does 
come out in German language only ; I will  try to find a fan , 
who does translate • • •  in  English , then it comes out in English 
language also • • •  

All  the best 
Siegbert G. Gunzel 

Such confiscation behind the Wa·l l is the most frightening 
thing I ' ve heard s ince news of  the destruction  of undes ired 
literature by sherif f ' s  deput ies· in Los Angeles . II The looser 
structure of a novel makes it more adaptable than a short story 
for didactic purposes , be they the inculcat ion of Marxist prin­
c iples or anything else , so  Mr .  �li lch ' s discussion naturally 
emphasised the long_���l�-------------
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RQ s t i l l  is great , but ' I d on ' t  agree with you when it comes 
to "Shadow Show . "  I d'o n ' t t h i nk this is a for b i d den-knowl edge 
st ory at a l l ,  Rather it is a· st udy in c osmic irony , and a l s o  a 
rather origina l  twist on a n  old theme , the idea of l i t erary 
charac ters com i ng to l ife ( l ike in " Author ! Author ! "  by As imov ) , 
S imak d oesn ' t  say that creat ion of l'ife by men is evi l ( I  mean , 
he wrote an entire nove l on the subject , "Time and Again , "  and 
there ' s  no ment ion of forbidden knowledg� there e ither ) ,  he 
merely says that creat i o n  demands moral respons i b i l i t y , and 
then sketches; a s i t ua t i on wher� t here· is no moral r e spons i b i l ­
ity , yet guilt . 

The sc ient ists are trying t o  c�eate l i f• and are very 
guilty about it , q u i t e  neur ot i c . They try to cure the i� neuro­
sis by part icipa t i ng in the· Play . lo'hen acting out--or rather : 
projec t i ng--the Play they let every moral i nhib i t i o n  go out 
through the· window , and creat e  the weirdest set o f  charact ers 
imagi nable . It then appears that it was when pr o j e c t i ng t heir 
characters that they really ought to have retai ned the ir 
moral s--because the charact er s  c ome· to l i f e .  The s itua t i on 
is ironically reversed . 

There is no imp l ic i t  mora l at a l l  i n  the st ory of the kind 
you ment i o n ,  there i s  instead the quiet chuckle of fate , 
another· exampre of S imak ' �  ma�t erly irony . 

Read it aga i n  and reverse your opinion • • •  
venerab l e  gree t i ngs , 

Bert i l  Martens s o n  

A I'e�read i ng of s t ory a n d  cr i t ic i sm (RQ I I ,  p , 124f) leave·s 
my views unchanged . Att i t udes of fict iona l  characters are not 
nec�ssar i ly those of t he author ;· but the haunted· consc ience of 
Mr. S imak ' s sc ientists• i s  s o  c o ntrary t o· what would be--and 
what i s-- exper i e nced by ac tual scient is t s  fn such a s it uat i o n  
that no other i nterpr etat i o n  S��ms plaus ib l e , 

Dear Leland , 

1219 Unio n  S t . 
Brooklyn , N . Y .  1 1225 

• • •  I' must take exciJl)t i MI  te- Mr . Nev i lle ' s  • • •  �rernark!F 
(RQ I I ,  p . 215;} about t he US'eS of LSD , rt is i ndeed a· true 
and unarguable· fa'C t  that a-c id helps one feel & c loser kin­
ship with the univers e .  Why Mr. Nev i l l e  feel's this should 
conflict with anyone els•' s view o f  r�lity is a pu�l•. 

Nor can I see what it is that he fears from the psyc hede l ic 
community • • •  There· are other groups who are rea l ly t o  be feared , 
after a l l .  It ' s  not ac id head·s , I ' m  rea-sona·bly certai n , who 
are l oos ing Napalm on or iental rice farmers , or running around 
New Jersey c la d  i n  whit e  sheet s .  

S i nc�rely 
Davi d  Papayanopul o s  
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Harm is Wl!ought by muddle-headed ideas through the· � 
of men--a:s with KKK activities just ified by the notion----or­
White Superiority and o�her paranoid act ivities (cf.  RQ I , 23 
and the sect ion , "s-ome Less Pleasant Topics"  in this iss-ue ) 
justified via myst ica� unificat ion. 

· Dear Le llllld , 

------------------- 501 s-ylvan Drive 
Gar·land ,. Texas 75040 

I have now read the whole of RQ#7 , and it fulfills the ex­
pectations aroused· by the skeleton pages-. 

Panshin ' s  "Heinlein in Dimens ion,.. was what sold me from the 
first , and I still find it the best thing in the issue. 1' don ' t  
agree with everything he says , but r do find it consistent ly 
interest ing • • •  

By contrast the "Critique" of White ' s  The Once and Future 
King could have been profitably replaced by four. blank page$. 
A better title would have been "A Synopsis of T . H . White' s etc . "  
A plot summary of this work i s  even less useful or interes�ing 
than in certain other cases-. Does any RQ reader need to be 
told more of the plot than that it is based on Arthurian leg­
end? More attent ion should have been given to how White varia'S 
parts of the basic legend and t o  his mood setting. I read TOAFK 
over. ten years ago when I was just barely a teenager , but I 
can still  remember the gradual shift of mood from Disney-like 
lightness- to the dark gloom of the final  part . 

Your own article · s-tarts in mid stream a good deal less well  
than does Panshin ' s .  I am really not quite sure where you star� 
ed or where you are·· going . Perhaps if I were more familiar or 
more i nteres�ed in the old Tremaine Astounding • • •  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I ' ve been thinking some· more about Panshin ' s  Heinlein arti­

cle , and while I accept his statement that RAil is not a visual 
writer , I wonder if he could not have picked a better example 
than the Colt 45 from Beyond This Horizon. This i's sort •t· 
stacking the· card's . After all, Heinlein is not writing here or 
some unfamiliar future device but one with which his twentieth 
century readers would probably be familiar . (Especi�ly thos·e 
in military service;· the 4'5 automatic had been in use by the 
US Army for thirty· years when the story was written . )  � thorough 
description of this weapon would have been equivalent to tell­
ing us that the hero had five toes on each foot . More to the 
point would be RAH ' s- description of the contemporary hand 
weapons . 

Yours , 
Carrington B .  Dixon , Jr . 

------------------------------------------
(The above constitutes two retters , s-eparated spatill'lly bY' 

a dott edi line- and temporal'ly by: two weeks . )  To be fair I must 
point out that White ' s  change of mood was indicated , although 
not ana\lysed, in the earlier instaiments .  
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Dear Leland : 

309 

R . R .  #1 , Box 167 
Fremont , Indiana· 4n737 

• • •  Philip Dic·k just dOesn ' t  reach me like he does you and 
Kris Neville . He gives that impression which Ballard gives 
much stronger of tell'ing a joke· where I missed the point . 
Not a comfortable feeling • • •  

I think you and Lee Carson are arguing over nothing. There 
are not "economic facts " in the same sense that there are facts 
in physics· or chemistry . A law can be tasted in the eroiences 
by narrowing the exp·eriment down to one variable , which is· 
something that cannot be done in economics (or psychology or 
sociology 1 for that matter ) .  However "valid generalizations-" 
.can be made that can predict economic events . Thisc is by no 
means as easy or as certain as • • •  in the se ientific fields • 
• • •  Economics is a very complex field where a: multitude ol 
variables have to be contended with . If the Henry George Scho:ol 
tried to present a· s imple cut-and-dried set of theories to me , 
I wouldn' t  hesitate in calling them crackpots.  

I am  definitely looking forward to  the Reece Morehead arti­
cle on cyborgs . I! I could plug a computer into my head , it 
would'• • •  simplify my college work in engineering • • •  And the pos­
sibilities do not s-top there-. There' have been sr· • • •  heroe-s with 
all kinds of built-ins.! the one I remember best being Gully 
Foyle in The Stars My uestination. 

Yours , 
Rick Brooks 

Phil  Dick (like J . G .  Ballard ) communicates mental states 
rather than scientifically plausible external events ,  s:o any­
body who anticipates only the latter will experience confusion 
and the feeling that he doesn ' t "get i't . "I I A: ptredecesS'Or of 
Henry George would have livexl too early to  aesei!HJ results 
of the Industrial Revolution while a rater ec:onomist mi.ght 
Have framed the theory in malhematical terms incomprehensible 
to purely literary minds . Since Henry George taught what he 
did when he dld ,  he' is a nee:essary topic for study (even by 
those who deny the existence of economic "facts " ) be'Cause of 
his impact on such post-Victorian writers- as G . B . Shaw and M . P .  
Shiel .  

Dear Leland : 

3705 General Stilwell NE 
Albuquerque , New Mexico 871 1 1  

• • •. one thing continues to bother me--your editorials .  Why 
support negative causes like not buying Ult imate publica·t ions? 
I think you made your point against literary "theft " in RQ #6 
sufficiently clear , making the entire RQ /17 editorial entirely 
superfluous . Anyone that wasn ' t  convinced by the• first most 
assuredly would not be persuaded by the second . Your one-man 
vendetta against Ultimate· could not possibly be effective to· 
the extent that it would force Ultimate into doing anything it 
dicln ' t  want to d'o ,  so  why not channel your energies into more: 
profitable and productive ( instead of destructive ) areas? 
BesidiHI , these· last two editorials sound a bit too much like 
JW Campbell on the FDA. 
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I wouldn ' t  want to put words into· Mr . Cars·on ' s  mouth ,. but 
it seems to  me that he meant that economics is not like- the 
physi�ai science-s·. Values change from period to period and are 
therefore relative--and not absolute facts as you suggested. 
If Mr . Carson tried to  re-purchase Manhattan Island for S24 
worth of glass· beads he ' s  probably be locked up in the funny 
farm . If he tried to buy anything with $24 worth of glass· beadS 
he ' d  be locked up . The value of glass beads has dec lined some­
what , wouldn' t  you say? Besides· this· ,  Pe<ter Minuit was a specu-­
lator and the value of the land might never have increased . 
Facts about economics?  The only fact that I can think of is 
"Buyer beware" --the same Indians sold Manhattan Island at least 
seven t imes to different groups of colonists·--a forerunner to  
the offer , "Wanta. buy the Brooklyn Bridge , chea11?"  

Adios , 
Bob Vard'e� 

Positive action i s  easy : with cash saved by not buying 
Amazing Stories the reader can buy Mike Moorcoc� New Worlds , 
the most exciting s . f .  magazine· now published' ;  if there �s 
extra cash he ean buy Bob Lowndes' Famous Science Fiction 
(50¢ per copy ; Dept . 15 ,  1 19 5th Ave , New York 10003).// 
In physical sc iences the economic analogy is not to classical 
Newtonian Analysis but to Statistical Mechanics , which studies-­
a'ggregates instead of separate individuals .  At present , of 
course ·, we know less about economics than physic& ; so group 
behavior of people i·s less predictable than group behavior 
of gas· molecules .  

Dear Leland': 

Box 43 Hudson Heights Station 
North Bergen,  New Jersey 07048' 

Found your publication damned st imulating • • •  You ' re- contro­
versial and aren ' t afraid to make what you ' d  consider to be an 
intelligent , honest opinion . Klso • • •. your mag , while at timel!r 
tending to be slightly ponderous , isn ' t  trite and pseudo-intel­
lectua l ,  as a lot of "serious " efforts tended to  be out of 
fandom in the past . 

Will take you to taBk,  though , on your "Theft From • • •  " 
article , which starts on p .  149 , Vol .2 • • •  

• • • Concerning what collectors pay--no one twists a fanatic·' s 
arm when he/she desires· to pay some exhorbitant price for some­
thing .  ] agree that anyone putt ing out hugh sums of money is 
setting a godawful precedent ( it makes it tougher on less aft­
fluent collectors , for one , and also puts • • •  smaller dealers at 
i disadvantage when they deal with collectors who overprice 
their goodies-) . But you ' 11 find this sort of thing • • •  in all 
lreas of antiquarian wheeling-dealing ,  i . e . , furniture , books , 
�gs , vases paintings , etc .  Th� dealer puts himself in thi$ 
>os-ition : r lm here ; I ' ve got the goods ; I know you want what 
[ 1 ve got ; I ' ve made- a basic investment , and I wish to make a 
orofi t • • •  There are tremendous ups and downs in any busi'ness , 
md SFantasy dealers had a rea·lly horrible recession for years ; 
hey should be ent it led , I think! to make up for "lost time , "  
nd if they can ,  now that old pu p mags a·nd books are " in" 
gain, why not? I think it should be up to the collector--more 
han anyone--to shop around a little if he wishes to save mone� 
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Sol Cohen ' s  manner i n  running his bus iness may be immoral ,  

but • •  �it doesn ' t  const itute " theft . "  In fact , I don ' t  even 
think the word " i mmora l "  should be used· • • •  The mag busi ness to- · 
day is one helluva· c lose shave--never before • • •  has it been 9{): 
terribly difficult for a . smaller publ i sher t o  earn a profit 
(I should know after 8 years • • •  ) • • •  and often the d ifference· 
between what a: publisher can save on editorial matter can mean 
whether or not he ' s  made a profit on each issue· • • •  Some pub l i sh­
ers • • •. are only breaking even ; s ome· • • •  l ose a litt le or much 
money per issue ,  but cont inue to pub li sh merely for "appe&F­
ances " sake or because they hope they ' l l  get out a sales rut 
soon, or s imply because they ' ve got a profitable mag going t o. 
support a loser ( it ' s  a matter of a pub l isher having as many 
t i t l e s  as • • • pos sible under his c o l ophon to i nsure more bargain­
� ng power with distributors and adverti ser5) . The thing i s : 
consumer magaz ine publ i shing is a business--probably one of 
the toughes;t and least renumerat ive consider ing the i nvestment ; 
s-omet imes pub l i s· hers have · to do· things • • •  unpopular, but neveir­
theleiHI done merely for the· sa·ke of expedience· and surviva l .  

With be5t wishe� 
Calvin T. Beck 

That the col lect or is a partner in the crime makes the 
dealer no le·ss gu i lt y .  And the exist ence of book dealers who 
sell at fair prices shows that theft , whi l e  somet imes conv� 
nient ,. is not necessary . // Although pub l ishers encounter· bad 
t imes , the s . f .  wri t er encounters s t i l l  worse . Note, e·. g . , how 
price& of s . f .  maga:.zines have doubled s i nce· 1950 . whereas word 
ra!tes to author& have· stayed· the same or (in one cas� decrea5ed. 

Dear Leland : 

2033· N .  Vista del Mar· 
Hollywood ,. Cal i f .  90028 

Why the hell are your· comments on Pac ial b ia s  in the old 
Clayton Astounding " unpri nt ed· because unprintabl e " ?  I should 
have • • •  ima�ined you far too sophist icated t o  j o i n  those dedi­
cated t o· not • • • "IJPreading the evi � , s landerous doctri ne " --l ilte 
thos� pious pterodactyls of the NAACP roo t i ng out c opies of 
Twa i n ''s Huckleberry Finn from var i ou�r libraries· becau�re the 
word " Nigger" appears therein ( presumably spott i ng THE WORD 
the reader w i l l  unearth a pal l i d  Merl i n-type headgear from out 
his c l'oset ,. rush down t o. his friendly neighborhood White Sale , 
and thence: outfitted in sheet , set out t o  fire the symbol of 
a lately dec�a:secf deity on his unfriendly neighborhood lawn) .  
I should have put a l l  this down t o· some t echnic&! facet of 
copyright or ava i lability of Clayton ma.terial for adequate 
research except for your • • •  c omment& re the penny-pinching 
zymurgy of one Sol Cohen • • •  Paul Krass·ner (of The Rea l i s t ) wai!F 
humorously " i nterviewed" recently on KPFK-FM in Hollywood . 
When he· quiet ly observed that he wa&n 1 t a "Jew"' becau!Je' he was; 
• • •  an atheist , he became t he recipient • • •  of numerous phone 
calls attest ing to a kind of • • •  mordant zealotry to out-st i ng 
the WASP ' •  in further�ng a fmvorabl:e public image . When h& 
pointed out tha<t being "Jawisb" (as. being WASPis h )  was c ontin­
gent on accepting certain theological dogma and that , accu­
rat ely, the best you c ould say is that c·ertain persons are of 
Semi t ic · orig i n ,  he· sa-id it a l l .  
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. • •  May I suggest • • •  that "pre•judice being what it is,. it i s  

.ndeed· prejudical to assume that R Q  read·erso ( the Gol'£n a� 

.east ) may find it difficult to dist inguish between eland 
iapiro and a somewhat disre-putable publ isher . 

Incidentally1 I hope you won ' t  take S i lverberg ' s  advice- a·r;td 
;urn from the 1Y35-ish pulp- �or reasons· not connected w1.t. 
iam l'loskowitz-' s campaign , or opinions , I think some consid'er­
tble port ion of the older stuff t o  be of more interest than 
mch of today ' s .  Donald Wandrei was c onsiderably more talented 
ts a- writer than either you or Si lverberg indicat e ,  I believe . 
iee Arkham House ' s  Strange· Harvest , which r was pr-epared to 
·esent and laugh at (alternately) as dated pulp crud published 
!hiefly because of personal t ies between the author and Der­
leth . Much of the c ontents is c onsi derably superior to what I ' d  
1nt ic ipated and holds up better than I ' d ima�ined ; more- here 
than the dross of Depression daydreaming . ( I  shouHl. ment ion 
that--by chance--I ' d  read only one Wandre-i stol'y in Hs 
original pulp incarceration . ) 

Bes-t Wishes 
Paul Kalin 

Jewishness is determined by membership in an ethnic gnuup 
not by adherenue to theological dogma . Because oC my own mys·hc­
ident ificat i on with this �oup I ree l  ennob led by the achiev.­
ments of an S . Y. Agnon or a Leonard Be:rmstein and degraded by 
the practice;s of a Sol Cohen . /  I Rac ial bia-s in the Clayton 
llst oundin� was-. discussed in an art icle scheduled· for serialisa­
Eion in t e old Rhodomagnet ic Dige st . But the· editors deleted 
:rom instalment Two an entire page that c ontaine� a crud� 
mt i-Mexican quotat i on and after the third" ins-ta lment disC'On­
t inued· the art icle alt ogether--presumably because they believed 
(right ly )  that it quoted other. equal ly offens-ive- example-s·. 

Oear Leland·: 

423 Summit Avenue 
Ha-gerstown , Maryland 21740 

The- survey of' Russian sc.ie-nce fiction in this new Rivers-ide 
Quarter lv wa·s the best I ' ve· seen of several recent goes at the· 
topic . Just one thing disturbs me F however • • •  that some of the 
apparent fail ings· of Russ ian s·c ience fict ion rea·lly should be 
ascribed to the intended audience . 'Ilhat is � it ' s  awfully ha:rrd' 
to be· sure at a d'istance of another mother tongue that you ' re 
reading a• nove l intended for adult s .  Ther� wa� the famous case 
of a professional science fict ion editor who spent S()me money· 
to pay for translations of French sc ience f ict i on found the 
result!!' too rout ine· and' elementary to be published , and Iearn41d 
only a decade· later from a Fr�tnch fan that his translator had 
gone to work on boys;' books . I own a: c op-y of the· original Rus­
sian e�ition of Andromeda, whose· c ontents page indicates that 
it was intended for a you�hful audience . I might point out that 
it is not difficult t o  obtain C"Opies o-f these Russ ian books" 
They are distributed in the u . s .  through Four Continent Book 
Conp . ,. 156 Fifth Ave . , New York 10010, which d'oes mai l  order 
bus iness and publishes lists;. However , a· reading knowledge of 
Russ ian is necessary even if you want the books only • • •  a& con­
versat i on pieces·, because the tit les and descript ive matter in 
the cata·logs- are in Russian. The latest catalog • • •  has nothing 
mentioned in Milch ' s  art ie!&, probably because· the tit les cited 
J.re· not old enough to be c lassics nor new enough to be in the 
·urrent listings . A 1966; novel by Belayev is listed , but it 

'ltains a. specific s-tatement that i 11 is ,...r.ealist . "  
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The solution to shoddy practices by professional editors 

might conceivably l ie in Washington.  The SFWA might investigate­
the possibility of lobbying or trying to activate whatever regu­
latory machinery that may exist to cover situations like- the 
mostly reprint magazines . I remember clearly that some· Was-hing­
ton agency • • •  decreed during World War Two that reprints in maga­
zines must be identified as such in large type ; my memory is 
less clear on the cause of this decree-, but I think it was 
Hornig ' s  Future Fiction and Science· Fiction. There might be- two 
approaches to the problem . One would be an e-ffort to obtain a 
Post Office Department ruling that it is fraudulent to distrib­
ute through the mails reprint mat erials that are not clearly 
identified as such . This would cover not only the Cohen maga­
zines but the nasty practice of paperback publishers who put a 
new title and new cover i l lustration on an old book when it ' s  

'ready to go into a new print ing . . .  
' 

Panshin verbalized· a lot of things that I ' d  been trying to  
say to myself about Heinlein ' s handling of se� .  It ' s  quite pos­
sible that his inabil!ity to write. wel l  on this topic could ex­
plain his specia�izat ion in science fiction • • •  One minor matter 
about Farnham ' s  Fneehold : I found it • • •  impossibie to remember 
which was- the daughter and which was her friend , because they 
talked ,. thought , acted·, and even conceived so similarly . Hein­
lein had no difficulty in  differentiating among the men in  that 
particular noveL But women give him trouble in general , and his 
memorable female characters are extremely young ones .  

Jim Harmon wrote about an  activity entirely alien to my ex­
perience . L had' thought that the· market for sub-B movies ( l ike 
the westerns with all-Negro casts shown only in theaters in Ne­
gro sections ) had disappeared totally by now . It will be· inter-­
esting to �ree- wha't happens when the low-priced video tape- record­
ers begin to neach the people who have• been att empt ing to make 
underground movies .  These devices could be the great equaliZ'E!rs 
in the field , eliminating lab costs requiri ng les·s elaborate 
lighing setups , and leaving no telltale evidence-, since a moment 
with a bulkeraser can wipe out the evidence if someone com­
plains about obscenity or non-union labor use • • •  

"The �1yst ic Renaissance" continues to be Vel'y impressive. I 
must admit , however , that you are arousing so much long-dormant 
nostalgia that I find it hard to write critically about your 
contentions . Those were stories that taught me to love scienc e  
fiction, inferior though they b e  in some respects .  Rebirth 
haunted me for at least ten years • • •  

"The Other Way" was • • •  the best of the· fiction . It has a·ll 
the virtues whose a�sence I lamented in the letter column in  
reference to another story • • •  

Yrs . ,  &c . ,  
_ ___ __ ______________ Harry Warner , Jr •. 

Appended herewith
-;;:;-;�;;:;;;:-��;;;;�t;�-

by FranZ' Rottensteiner, 
which came too late· for inclusion as a separate letter : "Alexei 
Belayev i's not exactly a writer of current Soviet sf : he died 
in 1942. A better anthology [ than the Collier pbs � , De-st ina- . 
tion Amaltheia, is also available in English translat1oni as . is 
Belayev1s· novel The Amphibian and Yefremov ' s  Andromeda . th1nk 
that the be·s-t of the new Russian writers is Dneprov, who has 
written some very f ine robot stories • • •  w 
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APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA 

I request indulgence from those old RQ subKribers who grow. 
weary af reiterated protests about thert . True , readers convinced 
by early editorials need no further reminders ,  while those ini­
tially unconvinced generally remain so. However it must be remem­
bered' that RQ is constantly acquiring new readers (about 50 per 
issue ) ,  most of whom know nothing about Sol Cohen and his Ulti­
mate Publishing Co . , and � are the people who must be informed . 

THEFT : LEGAL AND OTHERWISE 
In RQ #6 there was cited a complaint by Harl Vincent about lack 

of proof-read-ing in the Tower Books edition of his Doomsdaf Plan­
et . In another letter this authon also remarked that Tower s cover 
ITlustration resembled nothing in his story--and Bruce Robbins 
tells the reason for such non-resemblance : the Tower cover is iden­
t ical to an earlier one used by a Brit ish firm for another book , 
Richard Marsh ' s  The Beetle (Consul 1378 , 3/6 ) .  

There have been several recent opinions that despite its legal­
ized theft Amazing Stories (with Fantastic ) should  be kept alive , 
the reasons being : (a) Amazing is the first and oldest s . f .  maga­
zine , and its lopg tradition shouldn ' t  be- broken , (b)  s . f .  writer·s 
need the sales outlet provided by Amazing' s purchase of one new 
story per issue , (c ) Amazing is not alone , since other s . f .  maga­
zines also have reprints . 

Argument (a)--that what has been must therefore continue to be· 
--I find incomprehensible ; (b )  is answered (as before )  by noting 
that payment of one author does not justify theft from a half-do�­
en others . By reprinting an author ' s  old stories , which appear 
simultaneously with his . new stories in other magazines , Amazing 
actually red·uces the paying market--since the- paying magazines 
(and their authors ) make less money when obliged to compete·· un­
der such conditions . Finally , there i"S' no· equivalenc·e between 
"Amazing"and leJitimate> reprint magazine-s like Robert Lowndes'' 
Famous Science· ict ion . Lownd·es· searches for authors he wishes 
t o · reprint and pays them voluntarily ; Sol Cohen was searched 
for (by authors whose stories had been used without their pen­
miSsion} , and consented to pay only after talks with the SFYA . 

TALES OF HORROR 
Recently I was sent � by a one-time wearer of the Jim Clark 

"Never"· button , a cheque , which I returned with an explanation 
that RQ accepts no subscriptions from those engaged in rac ist 
activities. The money was. sent me a second t ime , accompanied by 
a not e which stated that the button-wearing was due not to racial 
prejudice ,  but a desire to "bait " a certain (white ) New York fan . 
It stated , further , that an uncashed cheque would confuse the 
sender ' s  accounts ; so if it were not applied to the RQ, it should 
be donated to an Eskimo or Indian relief organisation. I wrote 
back that the money would be given to the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) . Thtt response to  this note is instru.ct ive : . 

. "Dear Mr .  Sapiro • • •  turning it ove-r to  c . o . R . E .  would cons�1tute 
misappropriation of funds and mail fraud • • •  if you engage 1n the 

•· • .action outlined in your letter • • •  I shall be forced to take 
act ions which would involve not only the Canadian and American 
post office· departments.!. but also· the reputat ion of • • •  RIVERSIDE 
QUARTERLY. . .  ( signed ) .!''red Lerner . "  To !J!We my correspondent 
unnecessary trouble I have sent copies of the ent ire proceedings 
to officials of Her Majesty' s  postal service and t o  the office 
of the· United States Postmaster Genera l .  



ADVERT I SEMEN!' 315 

THE CHILLY EQUATIONS 
"Crew members and passengers , the emergency meet i ng is now 

in session : As you ' �e been told the evas ive act ion taken by 
our ship to avoid  the sudden meteor shower from star-sector E46 
has left us extremely short of fuel .. The dumping of expendable  
cargo has been insufficient . 

"None of us will  reach the planet Xanthus a live unless 
somebody takes a one-way wal k  into space!  

" I ' ve gone over the lvhole l ist . Obvious ly ,  pilot s  and mechan­
ics must be spared .  And once we land 1 the agronomist s ,  biolo­
gist s ,  chemist s ,  and other scient if1c personne l wi l l  be needed , 

"You there·, Dud ley ,  are the onl'y person without mechanical 
or scient ific trai ning . You were put aboard be�ause your unc l e ,  
the Space Commissioner , wanted to  get r i d  11f you , il'bile o n  this 
ship you have spent your t ime dri nking beer and read ing Playboy , "  

"Captain Waddl ingt on , your head must b e  fil led  with helium,  
I' m the only one on board who has taken c lasses from the Henry 
George School : I al one know how app l icat ion of sound ec·onomic 
principles can prevent slums , labour strife , and bus iness dep­
ress ions . Without me , your s i l ly little community will  be just 
another Hoboken,  So  hands up , Wad d l i ngton ,  you ' re taking the 
spac.e-·walk : "  

"You ' l l  never get away with it , Dudley : " 
"No? Whi le you were supervising repairs on the fuel l ine 

I threw out the a ir-lock a l l  the hand-weapons except mine . 
So goodbye , Captain : "  

Some day you too may be i n  a position where your knowledge 
of political-economic problems will  save you from great embar­
rassment . If you wish t o · invest igat e the problems or urban 
blight , rura l' d�ay , and bus iness- cycles in classes recommended 
by 200 1 000 former student s ,  just contact : 

Henry George School of  Social Science 
50 East 69th st . 
New York , N . Y .  10021 . 

The School has c lasses in every major u . s .  city--a·lso in 
Canada 1 Austral ia, England , Scot land , Denmark ,  Puerto Rico , 
Columb1a:1 and Kenya . Correspondenc-e courses also  are given . 

So consult your local phone book or write t o  the 
International Headquarters in New York , at the address 
listed above . Whether on Xanthus or Earth , you ' l l  find 
it useful to keep up with current pol it ical and economic problems! 
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